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into water. Charlie Wakeford told him they certainly had. The two
diggers said to Jim Boxall, "Do you want to go down guvnor and have
a look?" - they had a well-kerb in place already and a small seat
which could be lowered down, the well mouth would be some three foot
or three foot six in diameter. The joke was that when Jim Boxall
got down there, the diggers shouted, if you want to come up guvnor
you'd better shout "beer". So when he came up he had to go down
to the pub and fetch some beer for them.

Well diggers would dig down so far, four or five feet to find a nice
level, then they'd start their brickwork and work up to the top -
putting iron spikes in all round for footholds. As they deepened
the well they'd take another four or five feet and start again from
the bottom to where they had begun the first time. The bricks
would always meet because they weren't being laid straight anyway,
the walls of the well being of course rounded.

When we were working at Codmore Hill, Publorough, Mr. Trussler was
the local well-digger and the new Codmore Mill well was a great
depth, some ninety feet. Trussler said to me one day, "Do you want
to go down there? Get on that seat if you do and when you're down
there and have had enough we'll pull you out again'. It was an
eerie feeling being ninety feet down and looking upward to see the
well mouth just a patch of daylight so far away, but 1t was nice
too to see a well newly-made and admire the neatness of the brick-
work. Trussler had a mate to help him but basically did the work
himself, he'd get so much a foot for digging it out and bricking

it and he probably did guite well. When you cranked with your
bucket to get water the process was always known as "dip and deeve"
but you don't hear the expression nowadays.

Jack Payne was talking to Audrey Grimwood.

A SHEPHERD'S DAUGHTER : 1 BARLAVINGTON

My memories take me back to the heart of Sussex, right at the foot
of the downs, at the turn of the century and where I spent all my
childhood.

Being one of eight children, I was never short of company or some-
thing to do, enjoying the simple things in life, but also having our
chores to do for mother, and try as we would to get out of them
sometimes, we all soon found it did not pay, for we would have an
extra one to do the following day. Mother always seemed to be busy,
either housework of sewing, but took 1t all in her stride.

In the woods at Kirdford 1933.

Photograph by G.G. GARLAND.




She was one of a large family herself, born in 1870, was the eldest
of twelve, "there always seemed to be a baby in our house", she said.
they were a very united family and she never tired of talking about
them, and, as children, we all loved to hear it. Her own home was

in Staffordshire, and as they left school, the boys were all appren-
ticed to a trade, and the girls went into servicei living in.

Mother started work in a large house as scullery maid, and told us
how nervous she was at first, and how, when she asked the kitchen
maid how to do something, she replied "find out, same as I had to!"
However, she must have coped alright, for she later became kitchen
maid, and eventually, cook, working in the same family for sixteen
years until she married in 1900.

Soon after becoming cook, the daughter of the house was to be married,
and coming down to Sussex to live. She asked mother if she would come
there too and be her cook. At first she refused, thinking how homesick
she would be, but then one of her sisters agreed to go as parlour
maid, so she then accepted the job.

Her sister soon became homesick and returned to Staffordshire after
a few months, mother sticking it out, although she said if she had
had wings she would have flown home many a time, she missed her
family so much.

My father was a Devonshire man, living in his earlydays near Exeter.
He only had one brother and one sister, and as the youngest, he was
the last to leave home after both his parents had died. Then he
moved to Sussex and came to lodge with his married brother, who was
gardener at the house where my mother was cook. His brother and
sister—-in-law were very kind to mother, knowing how far away she
was from home, and told her she was welcome there on her days off
whenever she liked, and that was how she come to meet up with
father.

He also became a gardener at the big house, and when they eventually
married, settled down to live in the cottage next door to his
brother.

A chat at the well. 1936.
Photograph by G.G. GARLAND.



















Mr. Bicknell of Hillgrove. Bedham Chapel in 1983.
See "The West Sussex Village Book" S.V. Northchapel.
The photograph by G.G. GARLAND was taken in:'the early 1950's.




Then back through the corridors to the Audit Room where we had games
and a visit from Father Christmas. Lady Leconfield was there looking
beautiful as ever. We always finished the party with Roger-De-Coverly
then were all taken back to our homes. We moved to Sutton in 1935.
Dad also lived at Raffling Wood, Buckfold and finally Grove Street.
Sadly Mother died at Sutton in 1945 and Dad in 1975.

Kath Barnett (nee Fermor) .

NOT QUITE DAD'S ARMY

I came to Petworth in 1940 to take over from Mr. Blake as house carpen-
ter for Lord Leconfield. The job did not involve general carpentry on
the estate but rather repairing and upholstering furniture and mending
blinds and curtains. Much of this work had been put out before I
arrived. As the war went on I had to do estate carpentry rather than
the specific Petworth House work which was considered non-essential
and in the latter part of the war I would hang gates or repair bomb-
damage. After the war I reverted to the job as it had been in 1940.
Not everything however was the same after the war as it had been when
I came in 1940. Even in 1940 Petworth House boasted a butler, valet,
two pantry-men, a housekeeper, a serving-maid, three in the kitchen
and five house-maids, but very few of these remained in 1945 and they
were never replaced. Lady Leconfield had a great deal of furniture,
much of which had been quite recently bought and we had to store this
in the beer cellar for the duration. The pictures in those far-off
pre-National Trust days were removed from their frames for stacking

in two's, front to front. The canvasses themselves were kept in the
square dining-room and the frames in the Chapel. After the war Ted
Chaffer and I had the job of fitting back picture to frame and it wasn't
easy. WHile Lady Leconfield, who was very interested in furniture,
kept in fairly close contact I saw his lordship rather less often. I
remember once being summoned to discuss a favourite chair he used for
sitting at his desk. The leg kept breaking off. I had to tell him
bluntly that the chair simply wasn't suitable for him to use; he was
a biggish man and he had the habit of pushing the chair back as he
stood up. There just wasn't the strength in it to withstand this.
Eventually be conceded the point and had a stronger chair.
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In 1940 an announcement came over the wireless one evening about the

proposed formation of Voluntary A&d Detachments. I went straight up

to the Police Station and signed on. I had had some military experi-
ence just after the Great War with the Essex Yeomanry and had been to
the annual camps as a territorial. THie Yeomanry were soon to be

mechanised but in my time they were still effectively a cavalry
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John Sirgood's father meanwhile had married again on 21 June 1853,

to a widow named Mary Branan of Westgate Buildings, Bath, where the
wedding took place. They returned in due course to Kennington and

he obtained employment as an Auctioneer's porter. He died in 1865
while living at 9 Kennington Place and was buried in Lambeth Cemetery,
Blackshaw Rsad, Tooting. His widow Mary died five years later at the
same address. After the deaths of his father and stepmother John
Sirgood went back to Surrey and took a house at Lord's Hill Common,
having disposed of his Clapham business to a firm called Templeman

& chaffey. On his return he has sufficient money to open a drapery
business in Loxwood which was then a flourishing community contain-
ing a number of businesses owned by Dependents.

On l6th September 1876 his wife Harriet died at Lord's Hill Common at
the age of 64 and was buried behind their chapel i1n Loxwood. They
had been married just over 31 years. As a widower he gave up his
house and by 1881 was lodging in a nearby cottage, probably the
Lord's Hill Cottage where he made his Will in 1883 leaving his pro-
perty to be divided equally between three women friends, Mary Foster
of Loxwood, Hannah Osborne of North Chapel, both drapers, and Lucy
Luff, grocer of Warnham. John William Sirgood died at Loxwood, aged
63, and was buried behind the chapel which he had founded. He was
mourned by a large congregation of Dependents, one of whom wrote a
long panagyric in verse which, printed in double coloumsn, filled 2
foolscap pages entitled "To John William Sirgood who departed in
peace and entered into rest October 19th, 1885". He left £575.5.4.

Of other chapels built by the Dependents Northchapel was built 1872
(it bears a dated table) and is still in use, Warnham, 1876 has gone.
Two more were founded by migrating members, at Chichester, about 1870,
and Hove about 1905. The former has gone, the latter remains 1n
commercial use 1n Payne Avenue. One 1ssaid to be at Upper Norwood
but i1s so far untraced.

Though the tradition that he was a Clapham shoemaker when he migrated
to Sussex is unproved, he undoubtedly lived there 1864-74 and so can
legitimately be listed among our local worthies. That he was a force-
ful character and persuasive preacher 1s certain and the photograph
which 1s still treasured by his followers depicts a man of about 50
with kindly yet determined features and a trim dark beard which would
not be out of place today. With the death of their leader the
Dependents' evangelistic favour lessened. By 1900 their numbers were
steadily decreasing and now only a handful of elderly supporters
remain.
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GARLAND.

Photograph by G.G.
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The writeris grateful to a number of people who have helped and part-
icularly to Dr. Arnold Taylor for taking him on a tour of the area,
for visiting surviving Dependents and for doing research in various
record offices.

[Thls article by Dr. Eric Smith appeared criginally in the information
sheet of the Clapham Antiquarian Society Nos. 432 and 433 April and
May 1984, Has anyone any documentary record concerning the Depend-
ents' early yearsﬂ

MR. BOWNDE'S NON-CONFQRMING CURATE., PETWORTH 1592-3

As the sixteenth century advanced the infant Anglican Church gradu-
ally began to assume an identity of its own and to distance itself
from the unadorned worship of those reformers who during the reign
of Mary had fled to teach on the continent. Anglicanism 1tself was
st1ll feeling 1ts way towards 1its own distinctive outlook but there
were many who, without thinking theologically, distrusted what they
saw as an unnecessary austerity in the Reformed creed and service.
John Strype in the "Life and Acts of John Whitgift" (1822) tells of
a butcher who attacked a puritan-minded cleric in the street for re-
fusing to "church" his wife. The Anglican service for the churching
of women after childbirth was particularly detested by those of the
clergy who inclined toward the continental reformers - 1t seeming to
them a lingering survival from pre-reformation Catholic practice.

For their part those followers of the reformed creed who had return-
ed from the continent under Elizabeth the new queen found themselves
to their thinking in a position not dissimilar to that of the Roman
Catholics: they no more than the Catholics they detested were able
to worship as they desired. T¢ them the Anglican services were
little more than Catholicism under a new guise. Elizabeth was her-
self far from averse to the old ceremonies and no supporter of the
removal of i1mages let alone of austerity in worship. Those who look-
ed so longingly toward the simplicity of the form of service estab-
lished by the refugees at Geneva, objected variously to the claims
of the bishops to a superior rank to their presbyters, the set forms
of prayer that the Book of Common Prayer sought to lay down, the use
of godparents, confirmation, the observance of Lent, the use of the
organ, many parts of the liturgy and 1in particular many portions in
the offices of baptism, marriage and burial. Elizabeth however was
firm in exacting conformity - those who conformed were given prefer-
ment and were in turn directed to see that others conformed. Ear-










Some reports on the Archdeacon's
1622.
(West Sussex Record Office Ep 1/23/8.
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visitation of Midhurst Deanery in

(Petworth:) we present ye wid. Traishe being of our parishe doth
not repayre to our parish church ye sabboth dayes to divine service.

we present William Neale for carrying and working with his teeme
upon Whit Tuesday last in ye morning.

wee present ye saild widdow Traish for not receaving ye communion

Easter last.
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(Tillington:) wee present ye widdow Cuffold and ye wife of Roger
West for that they come not to our parish church sabboth dayes to
heare divine service as they ought to doe. And also we present Mr
Nicholas Rigby and John his sonne have not of late com to our
church the sabboth dayves.

we present ye said widdow Cuffold the wife of Roger West
Mr Nicholas Rigby and Mr John Rigby his sonne for not receaving
the communion at Easter last.

for the River Park Roman Catholics see "Deer Poachers in Petworth
Park 1623" Bulletin No. 16
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(Barlavington:) wee have not the booke of homilyes.
wee present that there are some few pannells of glasse in the chancell
windowes lately broken by some children that were taught in the Church
but our minister (has' it in hand to repayre it agayne.
i T

SOME PETWORTH BILL-HEADS

Mrs. €. Messenger's father used to say that the following was once
printed on Messrs. Knights billheads (now Quest at the junction of
East Street and New Street).

"Jellies, jams and marmalades, pickles do I sell.

Lamps, candles, oils and wicks, matches too as well.
Kettles, brushes, pots and pans all kinds of earthenware.
Nuts, sweets and oranges for little ones to share-

In competition I am there, so let me now propose

Good provisions very cheap as everybody knows.

Handy are KNIGHT'S STORES for any class of purse

Take notice, do not pass them by, you may get suited worse."
Has anyone a Knight's billhead with this verse on 1it?

The billhead reproduced below is earlier (1880). For an account

of Knight's Shop (see Bulletin 27 reprinted in Petworth Time out

of Mind pp 145ff). Victorian billheads are often of great interest
and we would be interested to see any which members may have.
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= HALT & HOPSE=
MOTHER SIIGEI.S CURATWE SYRUP 2/3 PER BOTTLE. OPERATING PILLS.
BUTLIJ DANDELIOW PILLS. SjEDHAI'S SOOTHING POWDERS I/~ PER PACKET.
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Lettoortl,

(/2 .f/%z‘?w(r .

Sty HENRY AYLING,

SADDLER

AND

R
Benler in Sucks, Bopes, Finces, & Tiviues,
RICK AND WAGGON CLOTHS MADE TO ORDER.

Another Victorian billhead (1875).
Henry Ayling had the Saddlers Row shop that is now Harpers.

MEW BER

Mr. & Mrs. J. Cartmell, Stones, Wisborough Green.

Mr. I. Christie, 19 Walker Road, Maidenhead.

Mr. & Mrs. E. Hollingdale, 47 Wyndham Road, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs. J. Rumford, Westmore, Tillington.

Miss M. Rowe, 39 Wyndham Road, Petworth.

Mr. A. Stokes, St. Agathas Cottage, Coates, Fittleworth.
Mr. & Mrs. St-Johns, Hill Cottage, Tripp Hill, Fittleworth.







