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PETWORTH SOCIETY

Autumn programme: please keep for reference.

Monthly meeting: Leconfield Hall 7.30.

"TURNER: A PAINTER AT

PETWOR?E” an illustrated

talk by SARAH REID.

An ordinary person's gulde to

Turner.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 30th

Admission 60p. Refreshments, raffle.

There 1is no monthly meeting in November as Petworth Fair on the

20th November will be treated as a monthly meeting. There will be
extensive publicity. We have the help and support of most Petworth
organisations in this our most ambitious undertaking since the visit
of the Toronto Scottish. Full details in the December Bulletin
which will appear this year at the beginning of November, in

advance of the Fair.

HAVE YOU A WALK FOR US?

Walks for the coming year will be favourite walks chosen and led by
individual members. They will mainly break new ground for us.

The first three are chosen by Tilden Eldridge, Mrs. Ford and Mrs. Strevens.

The first two leave Petworth Square at 2.15 but please note that the
November walk departs for Fernhurst at 2 o'clock sharp.




SUNDAY October 19th

SUNDAY September 21st

Tilden's Kirdford Janet's Graffham

Walk. Walk.

Cars leave Square Cars leave Square

gt 2015 p.m. at Z2.15 p.nt.

SUNDAY November 16th

Mrs. Strevens' Fernhurst

Walk.

Cars leave Square

at 2.00

Peter.

On the subject of walks Mr. Kim Leslie of the West Sussex
Record Office reminds us that October 23rd is the 150th
anniversary of Thomas Holt's last walk to London - he was
then in his eighty-fifth year. For details of this
phenomenal octogenarian see Tales of 0ld Petworth

page 74-6.




The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the
character and amenities of the town and parish of Petworth,
including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of
the district, and to foster a community spirit". It 1S non-
political, non-sectarian, and non-profit-making.

Membership is open to anyone, lrrespective of place or residence,
who is interested in furthering the objects of the society.

Th? annual subscription is £3.50. Single or Double one Bulletin
delivered. Postal £4.50. Overseas £5.00. Further information
may be obtained from any of the following:-

CDE}IWEE Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth. (Tel. 42562)

- Mr. K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth.

i@?l;)%{{lﬁ&LQ_ﬁEEﬁ - Mrs. V. Sadler, 52 Wyndham Road, Petworth.
assisted by Mrs. J.M. Hamilton and Mrs. D.
Frank!in

Hon. Treasurer Mr. R.A. Sneller, Beechfield, Fox Hill,
Petworth. (Tel. 42507)

@QE;-@?WbefﬁhAE_EEE; = Mrs. R. Staker, 2 Grove Lane, Petworth,
assisted by
Mrs. J. Boss, North Street, Petworth.

Committee - Mrs. Julia Edwards, Lord Egremont,
Mrs. Audrey Grimwood, Mrs. Betty Hodson,
Mr. R. Pottington, Mrs. Sonia Rix,
Mrs. Anne Simmons, Mr. D.S. Sneller,
Mr. H.W. Speed, Mr. J. Taylor,
Mr. E. Vincent.

Hon. Press Officer - Miss D.S. Gundry, Woodmans, St. Marv's

Drive, Fittleworth.

Membership enquiries to Mrs. Staker please, Bulletin circulation
enquiries to Mrs. Sadler.

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

The summer programme

To bring you briefly up-to-date with the summer events: Jumb's
Stag Park Walk did catch the bluebells; 1it's never easy to get

it right and it was a marvellous walk. The Billingshurst Local
History Society enjoyed their guided walk round the town on June
Ist. It was followed by tea at the United Reformed Hall where
Miss Joy Gumbrill was on hand to show the visitors some fascinat-
ing items connected with Petworth's non-conforming history. It
was pleasant to see a good number of our guests return for the
Gardens Walk. Good weather for both walks and we were again
fortunate with the guided visit to Ebernoe Common Nature Reserve.
It was a very hot day but ideal to appreciate the shade under

the woodland paths. Alf and Mrs. Simpson were most engaging
guides - never technical and always ready to stop at a point of
interest. The walk certainly familiarised members with the

Common and some at least of its varied plant and animal life.

ALf Simpson will be coming to talk to the Society in January.

The visit to Mrs. Thorp's was a beautifully relaxed afternoon:

the garden at Coates Manor so inspired everyone that almost every-
one set off in the late afternoon for two West Burton gardens
that were open under the National Gardens Scheme. Anne's Garden
Walk lived up to its reputation as the most widely popular of all
the Society's events. A seemingly numberless horde of members
and friends sampled gardens small and large, new and old, familiar
and unfamiliar. It's nice to see gardens in unexpected places
and interesting to see how with care unpromising and unpretentious
gardens can be as interesting as much larger ones.

Petworth Fair

Preparations for Petworth Fair continue to some purpose. We

are receiving strong support from the Petworth organisations in
our effort to turn round the decline of the Fair and we are
confident of an excellent back-up in the Leconfield Hall: both
floors will be in full use. We are looking too to effect a de-
finite improvement in the Fair itself although obviously we have
less control over this. As I have said before we are very much
in the experimental stage this year - it will be in some ways
easier next year when we've had a chance to see how things work
out in practice. What I would stress is that this is Petworth's
Fair and its continued existence depends as much on Petworth's




reaction to this initiative as it does on the back-up we provide
and what the showmen can bring. There will be extensive publi-
city this year and the December Bulletin will feature the Fair,
appearing early in November in advance of the Fair itself.

The Toronto Scottish

You will see the letter from the Toronto Scottish, one of two
I have received. Needless to say we are most grateful for the
donation. You will be pleased to hear that members of the
Toronto Scottish propose to be in England next year. They are
not doing parades or scheduled events "just a visit to our
many friends in Petworth" as they put it. More of this in a
later issue.

Books

It is a great pleasure to find that Tony Wales' "A Sussex
Garland” (1979) has been reprinted. As a general book on Sussex
lore I don't know of a better. The format is essentially pic-
tures on the right hand side and a mixture of country lore, old
customs, recipes, songs, dialect words and much else on the left.
A marvellous book and a must I would think for readers of this
Bulletin. Countryside Books, Newbury £4.95.

Nearer home the Window Press are producing their first book since
1983, "The Men with Laughter in their Hearts"”, a collection of
photographs and press cuttings by George Garland covering the
years 1922 to 1939 but particularly the 1930's. We are also re-
printing a hardback version of "Not Submitted Elsewhere" (1980)
featuring Garland photographs from the 1920's. We have taken

the opportunity to make one or two minor corrections. The books
should be ready in early October.

Mr. Bob Sneller

You will be saddened to hear that Mr. Bob Swneller has indicated
that he would like to retire as treasurer at the next A.G.M. He
feels the time has come when he must look to cut down his out-
side interests a little. I can't object to this - he's done the
Job for more years that I (or he) like to think, but I'm sure
we'll all miss his genial equanimity. He always seems to make
the treasurer's job look easy when quite obviously it isn't.
During his tenure of office the Petworth Society has become a
very large organisation and his shop has provided an easy and

-4 =

convenient collecting point for subscriptions and a centre for
subscription enquiries. A successor is crucial to the continu-
ance of this Society in its present form. Bob or I or both of
us would be very pleased to chat with anyone who might feel they
would like to take over. I hope we can find someone fairly
quickly so that they can work with Bob to start with and he in
turn can leave office without feeling too worried about the
succession.

The new members list will appear in the next Bulletin.

Peter. 24th July, 1986.

g

The Toronto Scottish Visit April 1985.
An unusual shot by Jack Fleger from Toronto.




A LETTER FRQM THE TORONTO SCOTTISH

TORONTO SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION

FORT YORK ARMOURY
660 FLEET STREET
TORONTO

May 12, 1986.

Mr. Peter A. Jerrome,

Chairman, The Petworth Society,
Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth, West Sussex,

England.

GU28 - ODX.

Dear Peter:

Our Association had a dinner dance on April 25th, 1986. We held
this dance as an opportunity to show our appreciation to the three
gentlemen who made our trip, the 40th Anniversary Pilgrimage and
our day at Petworth, Jack Nicolls, Lorne Morrow and Jack Bunting,
it was their project. To show our appreciation we presented them
with 14 carat gold rings with Toronto Scottish Regimental crests
and an inscription inside the ring "in appreciation from T.S.R.A.,
May 1985." We had a nice turnout and everyone had a good time.

We had a General Meeting on April 27th and Russell Ridler was elec-
ted President and he will probably be in touch with you. It was
suggested by a member that we send a donation to the Petworth
Society and all members agreed. Please find enclosed a money order
for 100 Pound as a donation.

We cannot get over the overwhelming reception we got from the
people at Petworth and we wish to keep alive our comradery and
friendship that was certainly prevalent in April 28, 1985.

Yours truly,

TORONTO SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION

Jack Bateman

SOME_ORSERVATIONS ON BULLETIN 44

On the Lodge of St. Laurence at Lurgashall Mrs. Alison McCann
writes:

Dear Peter,

I can give you some information on the Loyal Lodge of St.
Laurence (a.k.a. Lurgashall Friendly Society). The records of
it are among the Lurgashall parish records in this office.

They begin in July 1838, but the society seems to have already
been in existence at that date, since the club "box" then con-
tained £47.16.74d. It was dissolved in 1913. 1In 1908 the hire
of the band cost them E5.

There were obviously a lot of these little local friendly
societies. The following were those who banked with the Petworth
Savings Bank. (I listed the names for future reference while go-
ing through the Bank records for something else).

Petworth United Tradesmen's F.S.,
Plaistow F.S.,

0dd Fellows Angel Lodge Petworth,
0dd Fellows Loyal Moutain Lodge Northchapel,
Masons Arms F.S. Petworth,
Tillington F.S.,

Angel Club F.S. Petworth,

0dd Fellows Swan Lodge, Fittleworth,
Half Moon F.S. Northchapel,

Duncton B.S.,

Northchapel F.S.,

Wisborough Green F.S.,

Sutton B.S.,

Loxwood B.S.,

Egdean B.S.

(B.S. = Benefit Society; F.S. = Friendly Society) -

Other customers of the Bank were the Committee for Preventing

Indecencies (1816) and the Society for the Suppression of Ir-

regqularities in the Town of Petworth (1838)! I do not suppose
the last two survived for long!

On the charabanc outing from the White Horse at Sutton

—




(photograph opposite page 19) Mr. Laurie Vile says, 'I have

two slightly differing postcards showing the same group out-
side the White Horse. It was just after the Great War - 1920
in fact. The men are members of the White Horse Slate Club on
the annual outing. It was the first time something like that
had been attempted. The Slate Club was paid out at Christmas
so that members could buy things like presents for the kids or
a chicken for the Christmas dinner. My father recalled that
the charabanc came from Midhurst and was due to take the club
members to Bournemouth for the day. When it got as far as
Chichester the front wheel bearings went so the Slate Club had
to turn round and come back. Whether they came back in the same
coach or in another I don't know. Incidentally the oil lamp
outside the pub and clearly visible in the picture came origin-
ally from the 0ld Bailey in London. I wonder what happened to
e

“"SEEING SOME DIFFERENT SCENERY”

We first got to know Ken Sadler when we went to live at Shimmings
in 1940. We hadn't been there long before he would come round
practically every evening to see us. He lived next door with his
father and mother until he got married towards the end of the war.
When he became blind at the age of 21 he'd gone away for training
in basket-making and by this time was working at basket-making en
his own account.

I was in the R.A.F. at Kenley and was on duty when one of my mates
came by and said to me, "Your daughter's front page news in the
Mirror." “Don't talk daft,'" I said. "“Well," he replied, “Your
name's Parvin isn't it? There's this little girl Ann Parvin talking
to a blind chap called Ken Sadler." "Well you've certainly got it
right there," I said. He offered to go over to the NAAFI and bring
the paper to show me. That's how I got to know about the article in
the Daily Mirror. The first thought of the reporter when he had
come to Shimmings had been to borrow the Sadlers' dog for the photo-
graph but Mrs. Sadler's grandchildren had taken it for a run. When
Ann who was two at the time came toddling round out of our back door
the reporter and the photographer said, "Can we have her in the plic-
ture?" They'd come to take Ken's picture because he was making
potato baskets to help the war effort. These potato baskets were
large, bushel, baskets and he had to make a certain number every
week before he could do any private work. He'd work at the baskets
all day and every so often a van would come and pick them up. He
made them in considerable quantity.

At Petworth Fair 1964
Photograph by George Garland.




Every year the blind would go on holiday to Bognor and one year a
man came round from the Association to tell Ken about the date for
the outing. "Tell you what Ken," he said, "we're going to Worthing
this year. It'll make a change. You'll be seeing some different
scenery on your run". Ken roared with laughter. "It might be al-
right for you guv'nor," he said, "but some of us won't be seeing too
much scenery". "I'm sorry," said the visitor, "I dropped one there
didn't I?" Ken just laughed - he could always see the funny side
of things. They'd have an outing once a year, going to the seaside
early in the morning and back in the evening.

Friday night was Ken's courting night when his fiancee would come
up to Shimmings to see him but otherwise most evenings he'd come
round to us. We'd be listening to the wireless or something like
that and he'd come to our back door, round the buildings at the
back. It would be all in darkness, well, gquite apart from the
black-out it wasn't much good putting the lights on for Ken was it?
He'd come across to the door, give a little tap and walk in. We
didn't take any notice of him at all, let alone say anything like,
"look out for that chair," or "mind the table," Ken never ever
knocked into anything. He'd just come straight in and sit on the
settee and he was totally blind - it was almost uncanny. Ken had
gone blind when he was 21 and his sister in Canada had gone blind
at exactly the same age. I'd known him slightly in his teens. He
rode a bicycle when he worked as an errand boy - for the Inter-
national Stores I think.

1943.

Qpri ]
ourtesy of George and Ada Parvin)

[
>
A3
=
o
=
c
=T

ith

G

The photograph of Nanny and Grandad Sadler is taken outside the

house at Shimmings. We called them Nanny and Grandad because that's
what Ann called them. Mr. Sadler worked as a harness-maker, leather-
worker and leather-repairer and had the upper part of what is now

the Card Shop. You'd go in at the corner door and up the stairs if
you wanted him. Mr. Yallop had a cycle shop on the ground floor, he
worked with Bill Goatcher on bicycles in a shed at the back.

Ken Sadler w

(This photograph

In a way Ken had an advantage over most blind people in that he
hadn't gone blind till he was 21 and knew what things looked like
even though he couldn't actually see them. Ann often used to go
round to see Uncle Ken and his mother; they were just a few yards
away from us in the next house. He made her a special little shop-
ping basket just big enough to take two OXo cubes and when she
wanted a doll's cradle he made one for her too. I always treated
Ken as if he could see as well as I could and when I'd come home
on leavehe'd say, "Going out tonight then?" We'd go up to the town,
to the Lombard Street Club or to the Legion - being a serviceman I
_9_




could take someone else in if I signed for them. Ken never seemed
to expect me to make allowances for his blindness and I never saw
him make a mistake. At Shimmings he'd play dominoes and win more
often than not. Mr. and Mrs. Alf Taylor lived up the lane then

and we'd all play darts. Ken would feel where the board was and

get back to the right distance. We'd practice for a while and Alf
Taylor would say, "down a bit" or "to the left a bit," or something
like that and when Ken had the range we'd start, Alf and Mrs. Taylor,
Ken amd myself. He had the Braille dominoes and would bring them

round. When you'd put down yours he'd run his hand over the surface.

I'd mostly say what I'd done but if I didn't he'd know anyway.
=% = .

Nanny and Grandad Sadler
at Shimmings.

We didn't see so much of him after he married and moved to Station
Road. He still carried on basket-making of course and had a shed
outside built by the Association for the Blind. He had to do a
certain amount for them every week but he did private work too.
When Nanny Sadler died, Grandad Sadler went down to live with Ken
at Station Road.

Ada and George Parvin were talking to Audrey Grimwood.

OLD WIVES WEATHER (SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER)

It 1s said that:-

"September dries up ditches or breaks down bridges."

So the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness can vary. There are
usually three consecutive windy days in the middle of September.
The Mid-land millers used to call them "The windy days of barley
harvest". The Autumn equinox occurs on the 2lst: when, once more
our day and our night are of equal length.

September 29th: 1is Michaelmas Day, when "The devil puts his foot
on the blackberries." (The best of them is over.) At Michaelmas
too, the heat goes into the sky, and Michaelmas rain foretells a
mild winter.

October There are many old wives tales about this month. One I
have found to be true is:- "Full moon in October without having
had a frost, there will be no frost until full moon in November."

Another saying which proved very true in 1969/70 is that a fine,
warm October is followed by a cold winter.

"TIf October brings frost and winds, then January and February will
be mild."

October 18th: 1is St. Luke's Day, and at this time a spell of
weather often occurs, namely, "St. Luke's Little Summer." It
also believed that if the leaves hang and wither on the trees
foretells frost and snow.

November "If ice in November will bear a duck,
There'll be nothing after but sludge and muck."

Flowers blooming late into November foretell a bad winter.













Angel", with the Beerhouse opposite called "The Tap", "The Red Lion"
at the corner, opposite Mr. Morley's cycle shop. "The Turk's Head"

- "The old Swan", "The Wheatsheaf" in North Street and right at the

end close to the old Workhouse stood "The Trap".

Of the Whitcomb families, old Sid Whitcomb had a house and yard 1in
Grove Street. In Cherry Row, at intervals, lived three different
families of that name. Henry Whitcomb in Pound Street, Felix Whit-
comb builder in Egremont Row. At the bottom of Pound Street at
Pound House lived two Miss Whitcombs, Bob Whitcomb at "The Wheat-
sheaf", and another one who lived in the Sheepdown Cottages.

I only remember the Ricketts family and the coal yard but, now, so
many places have new names. The old Stringers Hall was a nice old
house and also the one behind it, through the door in the wall next
to it. In the latter lived Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Gould and in the for-
mer lived his sister Miss Eliza and her niece Miss Mary. They were
friends of my mothers and I sometimes went to tea with them. There
was a big garden, which at the far end, had a walk running along-
side the back of The Bartons and all along the top of the Hills be-
hind the brick wall. There was a summer house at each end. The
shops too in old Petworth were so different. One could leave a
written order at the Grocers and goods would be promptly delivered.
Or mother would perhaps say "Call in at Charlie Bishops and ask him
to please send some shoes (called Highlows then), suitable for you.
He would take my size and up would come several pairs for mother to
chose from. Or at her request Mr. Eager would send two big hat
boxes with hats for mother to try on at home. When country people
came in to shop, or pay a bill, Mr. Eager would give them a glass
of wine. Each shop then, kept to its own trade - no self service
jumble of goods.

Oh! what a dear old Petworth
Was the one I used to know

So I hope that my few 'memories'
May help to keep it so.

5) Some thoughts on "Petworth: Time Out of Mind" Window Press.
Petworth 1982.

I really can't find much to correct. Of course a lot of the things
were before my time and of the Jubilee and Coronations, the only
things that seem to have impressed me were the illuminations and
torch light processions. The little glass bulbs you mention on page
110, were what were called Fairy Lights. They had short but big

_18_
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(Photograph by Walter Kevis)

An early example of Hoad'
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A Hoad family group in the Gog Woods in 1903.
Ethel at the top.




round candles in them which burned for a very long time and steady
flame and the bulbs were of different coloured glass. One of these
was often used in a child's bedroom or when a person was 1l1l. The
stout man walking in front of the man with bicycle, I feel sure 1is
Mr. Felix Whitcomb the builder. There is one thing I would like
to verify is that "The Hermitage" was not in East Street. It was
where you can see the big white gate at top of the Hills, on page
68. At one time Mr. Lawrence the Registrar lived there and when
after old Mr. and Mrs. Gould died, Miss Eliza and Miss Mary Gould
left Stringers Hall they lived there. The house in the background
is the R.C. Priest's house and the Hermitage was through the white
gate and round the bend.

At the other end of the Hills, is the road which is now called "The
Bartons". It was then known as "Craggs Lane". I suppose because
Mr. Cragg the Plumber had his workshop there next to Mr. P. Thayre.
Page 20 are photos of John and Mary Vincent. They were my Aunt and
Uncle, she was my mother's eldest sister. When I was 16, I went to
work at a friend of my sister-in-law's Millinery Showrooms at High-
bury, until the 1914 War seemed to be looming and she closed down
and T went home and as it happened Mr. Eager asked me if I could take
over his millinery department as his milliner had to undergo an
operation. This I did and then the War did break out and I stayed
to help mother with the boys billeted, as I have already said.

ie, Manning Milton.
Clarke.)

L

M.K.
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Ralph, Manning Junior (Bubbles), Charles, Robert, Lance.

On page 29 you mention Mr. Tree, this is not the Mr. Tree that I
remember. He was a much younger, clean shaven man and his daughter
Maud came to school. I knew all the girls named in the school class
photo, but they were all in a higher class, so must have been a
little older. When I lived at Brighton, after my husband died in
1950, my sister Dorothy and I spent a holiday at Petworth. Her
friend Winnie Whitcomb found us lodgings with Pam Vincent and I met
several of these old school girls. We all very much enjoyed our
holiday. One other thing of when we lived at Brighton, Doreen had
become friendly with an old lady, Mrs. Marshall, who told her that
she knew Petworth as when she was younger she used to visit an Uncle
who had a Chemist's shop in front of the Church, a Mr. Edgar. And
also when I was a child my mother was friendly with a widow - Mrs.
Morgan whose son Billy later managed Austen's shop. She lived in
one of the houses opposite Mr. Kevis's shop.

Archie, Mrs.
(Photograph courtesy of Mrs.
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What a good picture it is of the Baxters. 0ld Mr. Baxter on the
right. His son second on left and his eldest grandson who died soon
after. You would see the three generations all in step going home
punctually at 12 p.m. to dinner. There were two younger boys and
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Sunday evening, especially in the winter, he would play his violin
to us, we loved this. He always started by playing the hymns which
we had at Sunday School, so had to remember, then we all chose one
in turn. Mother's was always "Through All the Changing Scenes of
Life", and his was "The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended", then he
always finished up by playing "Pop goes the Weasel" for the youngest
one. He told us he bought the violin when he was about eighteen
years old, and used to sit on a five-barred gate to practice because
it made such a noise indoors. He would have been very proud if he
had known that years later, one of his grandchildren would be play-
ing it in the Chichester Orchestra.

During the summer our teachers would take us up on the downs for a
picnic. We would collect nice cold spring water in our bottles at
the foot of the downs on our way. We had all kinds of games up
there and teacher always finished up by throwing a lot of wrapped
sweets into the air, then we had scrambles for them.

Traffic was increasing on the roads now, more cars and charabancs,
especially the days of Goodwood races. We had usually started our
summer holidays that week and a lot of children would go over the
other side of the downs and sit on a bank on the roadside and wait
for them to come home. We had a good view of them quite a distance
ahead, as they approached we all stood up and waved, shouting "throw
out your rusty coppers." Quite a number of people threw coppers out,
sometimes even a shilling or a sixpence. Talk about scrambles, 1t
is a wonder there were no accidents as it was quite a steep bank and
no pavement at the bottom, but I do not remember anyone being hurt.
A few years after I left school children were stopped doing this on
sccount of the increasing traffic and danger involved.

Mrs. E.J. Pentecost (to be continued) .

THE OLD BLUE: THE STORY OF A PETWORTH FRIENDLY SOCIETY

4) The Quest for Financial Stability. 1333—1845

The uneasy financial situation of the Angel Blue in the last years

of the 1820s and the beginning of the 1830s had forced James Luttmann
Ellis, the Society's president, to take the opinion of John Tidd
Pratt, a barrister specialising in Friendly Society matters. Tidd
pPratt, appointed by the National Debt Commissioners in 1828 to cer-
tify the rules of Savings Banks, would in 1846 become the first
Registrar of Friendly Societies. He was the acknowledged expert in

this field.
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o celebrate the end of the war.
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A dinner at Sutton

Bowles Fittleworth.)

(Photograph courtesy of Mrs.




s, especially the days of Goodwood races."

ilway Inn (now the Badger and Honeyjar) 1926.
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From an actuarial point of view the problem of the 0ld Blue was a
familiar one and one common to most independent Friendly Societies
more than a generation old. Quite simply the Society had built up

a hard core of the chronic sick and aged, men who were too infirm
ever to work again and who would continue "on the club" until they
died. Past premiums had been pitched too low to allow for such a
continuing drain on resources. Had the premiums been higher the
members could not have paid them anyway: it was a dilemma at the
very heart of most societies of the time, however well-run they

might be. A local Friendly Society like the 0ld Blue might cope
easily enough with periodic payments to the casual sick, often simply
a matter of a week or ten days, but the "superannuated" members were
a different matter altogether. John Tidd Pratt's advice was forth-
right: the Society had no alternative but to scale down the benefits
paid to the long-term sick and it was acting within its constitution
1f it did so. In effect the Angel Blue had to make a composition
with its creditors if it was to survive at all. The unpalatable
truth however was that its creditors were its own members!

The halving of the rate for the chronic sick and aged (i.e. those who
had had twelve consecutive monthly payments from the Society) cut the
outgoings drastically, falling to £201 in 1833 as compared with £346
in 1831 the last full year under the old system. James Tidd Pratt's
solution, while predictable enough, was somewhat draconian and the
views of those who had paid in for their old age and then found them-
selves receiving half-benefit do not surface in the Minute Book. It
must however be said that 1f James Luttmann Ellis and his committee
had not taken some firm action the Society might well have folded,
taking with it 1s members' entire contributions over a period of
years. This was quite a regular occurrence, particularly with small
independent societies founded on particular public houses. Half a
loaf was certainly better than no bread at all. At the A.G.M. of
1835 John Phillips, the successor to the discredited Daniel Easton

as clerk, reports an order that the basic allowance be reduced from
six shillings a week to five, with a corresponding reduction for
superannuated members from three shillings to half a crown. The
invalid fund had fallen well below the statutory sum of £300 and con-
tributions had already been raised "to as high a rate as the greater
portion of the members can afford to pay". The Minute Book adds,

"It was considered that these allowances, in consequence of the re-
duction in prices of the necessaries of life, are now equal in value
to what the former allowances were at the time they were granted".
The basic allowance would fluctuate several times between five and
six shillings a week during the next decade or so.
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According to the Rule Book "There shall be a committee of twelve {9 Hhetgmet
members chosen at a general meeting, six of whom shall go out of
of fice in rotation annually and in the places of those going out of . .
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that however there are indications that good committee members were Wil A 5 : i;f
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serve consistently through to 1845, while Edward Cooper would miss CURL (vt 41/f
only 1844 and George Lucas only 1840 and 1845. George Lucas had ; j | { rered e 47714 V.
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the same year. William Melville who had joined in 1837 became a i | '
committee member in the same year and would continue a stalwart of ,
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(To be continued) i L= L/
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Sick payments for November 8th to December 5th 1835 from the Angel Blue Minute Book.

(reduced size)
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Sick payments for January 8th to February 4th 1837 from the Angel Blue Minute
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