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AUTUMN PROGRAMME 1989

Walks: Cars leave Petworth Square at 2.15.

SUNDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER
Audrey's Circular Whiteways Walk.

SUNDAY 8th OCTOBER
Audrey's improbably relaxed Bury Riverside Walk.

SUNDAY 29th OCTOBER
Riley's Northchapel Walk.

SUNDAY 26th NOVEMBER
Ian and Pearl's Balls Cross Walk.

Monthly meetings: Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Refreshments, Raffle.
Entrance £1

WEDNESDAY 1llth OCTOBER
Sir Francis AVERY JONES M.D. F.R.C.P.
Herbs: their importance - past and present.
(Slides)

WEDNESDAY 13th DECEMBER
Petworth Society Christmas Evening.

PETWORTH FAIR IS MONDAY 20th NOVEMBER.

September 22nd - 24th September 30th/October 1lst

THE CHARLES LEAZELL EXHIBITION DISCOVERING KIRDFORD

Viewing Friday September 22nd 7.30pm IFOLD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Refreshments EXHIBITION

Open for selling to Petworth Society
Members only: Saturday 23rd 10 - 12
Open for selling to general public 11 - 5 both days
Saturday 23rd L =5

Sunday 24th 10 - 12

1 - 4 | KIRDFORD VILLAGE HALL

Evening Class Petworth: People, papers and pictures 1500-1989

Peter Jerrome. Mondays 7.30-9.30 p.m. Herbert Shiner School.
Enquiries Petworth 42580 or ask Peter on 42562.

NOTICES

PETWORTH PARISH COUNCIL LITTER CLEAN-UP

SUNDAY 10th SEPTEMBER

PETWORTH CAR PARK 10.00 a.m.




Donald Simpson Clerk to the Council writes:
Dear Peter,

May I bring the above event to your notice and ask if your Organisation would
kindly participate.

You may be interested to know or may already have seen from press reports that
Petworth has won the Chichester District Council Floral Pride Campaign award to
Parish Councils for 1989.

On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to express thanks to your
organisation for the support received in brightening up the town and enabling
this award to be achieved. The judges also commented on the general tidiness of
the town which adds so much to the overall appearance and I would like to
exXpress appreciation to Les Howard for his work in this respect.

Yours sincerely,

D. Simpson

Petworth Twinning Association Notice.

During the weekend 15 - 18 September, Petworth is entertaining a party of about
50 French people from the twin town of Ranville.

The Association urgently needs offers of accommodation for the party so please,
Petworth, open your hearts and homes to them. It is not necessary to speak
French - all you need is a smile and a laugh - so if you can offer hospitality
please contact Joan Chatwood (Petworth 42893) or Mary Wakeford (Petworth 42293).

VICTIM SUPPORT
(Registered Charity no.290646)
(We help the Victims of Crime)

invite you to

AN EVENING IN VICTORIAN LONDON
WITH CHARLES DICKENS

at SEAFORD COLLEGE, Petworth
by kind permission of the Headmaster

including
"London in the Spring at Greenwich Fair"
"At a Gin Shop"
"The 0Old Bailey and in Prison"
"The Revels of two City Clerks"
"The Dark Veil" (mystery, suspense, Horror !)
"All wrong on the Night" (Amateur Theatricals in Clapham)

performed my John Hagen as a dramatised reading
with music and sound effects
Commencing at 7.15 p.m.

on Wednesday 1llth October 1989

Sherry, Buffet Supper, Entertainment
All for £9.50 per person

Tickets from 1 Chestnut Cottages, Byworth, Petworth, GU28 OHP
or Tel : Petworth 43447




The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the
character and amenities of the town and parish of Petworth,
including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of
the district, and to foster a community spirit". It is non-
political, non-sectarian, and non-profit-making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place or residence,
who 1s interested in furthering the objects of the society.

The annual subscription is £4.00. Single or Double one Bulletin

delivered. Postal £5.00. Overseas £5.50. Further information
may be obtained from any of the following:-

Chairman Mr. P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth. (Tel. 42562)
Vice-Chairman Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth.

Hon. Treasurer Mr. P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive,
Petworth.

Hon. Membership Sec. Mrs. R. Staker, 2 Grove Lane, Petworth.

Committee Mrs. J. Boss, Mrs. Julia Edwards,
Mr. Ian Godsmark, Lord Egremont,
Mrs. Janet Ford, Mrs. Audrey Grimwood,
Mrs. Betty Hodson, Mr. John Patten,
Mrs. Anne Simmons, Mr. D.S. Sneller,
Mr. J. Taylor, Mr. E. Vincent

Membership enguiries to Mrs. Staker please, Bulletin circulation
enguiries to Peter or Bill (Vincent).

Bulletin Distributors - Mr. D. Sneller, Mrs. Williams (Graffham),
Mrs. Edwards, Mrs. Mason, Mr. Thompson,
Mrs. Simmons, Mrs. Watson, Mr. Patten,
Mrs. Adams (Byworth), Mrs. Hodson (Sutton
and Duncton), Mr. Vincent (Tillington and
River), Mrs. Harvey (Fittleworth).

SUBSCRIPTIONS: A NOTICE.

Would you please note a change of procedure. With virtually no one
omitting to renew their subscription last year it seems a good time
to help the Treasurer and Membership Secretary by asking that
outstanding subscriptions for 1989-90 be paid before the December
Magazine comes out. Reminders will be sent out in December and
March but no magazine. Magazines will be delivered or dispatched
on renewal of the subscription. The purpose of this is twofold:
to save Phil. and Ros. the necessity of sending out more reminders
than they need, and to avoid the recurrent situation where someone
pays in March and cannot then recall whether they have paid for the
coming year or the previous one. If your subscription is still
due, a letter outlining this change will come with your Magazine.
If you have recently paid ignore the letter. If you have paid some

time ago please check with us. BAbove all we are anxious to keep
all our members.

Have they lost Riley? Or has Riley lost them? Riley's Blackdown Walk.
Photograph by David Wort.







ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, PETWORTH.

A LADY OR GENTLEMAN IS REQUIRED TO BECOME OUR POPPY DAY APPEAL
ORGANISER. THE WORK IS VOLUNTARY AND THE REWARD IS "SPIRITUAL"!

THIS IS A VITAL TASK AS THE LEGION DEPENDS SO MUCH ON THE POPPY DAY
APPEAL. THIS WORK, WHICH IS ONLY PART TIME AND SEASONAL WOULD BE
MOST SUITABLE FOR A RETIRED PERSON, NOT NECESSARILY EX-SERVICE BUT
KEEN TO HELP US.

OUR ORGANISER WILL BE FULLY BRIEFED AND ASSISTED AND START IN 1990,
IN TIME FOR THE NOVEMBER APPEAL. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP PLEASE
WRITE TO:-

The Chairman,

Royal British Legion,

Grove Street,

Petworth GU28 OBD.

Tel: 42309.

JOAN AND MARGUERITE'S FITTLEWORTH GARDEN WALK JUNE 25th

We put on slightly less summer visits this year but decided to give
them greater publicity. Keith would do full posters for all three
visits and Bill get them round in his usual thorough manner. He
did. A preoccupation of a garden visit is usually the weather but
for the Fittleworth visit this was never a problem: June 25th
coming at the end of an apparently endless stream of cloudless
sunny days. The poster campaign had clearly done its work, there
were a large number of familiar faces in the Square, some less
familiar, and one or two also had simply seen the posters and come
on the off chance. Could they come? Of course they could.

We parked in the Village Hall Car Park at Fittleworth and walked
down to Lower Street. The gardens, as last year, were reasonably
close together, important in such a scattered settlement as
Fittleworth. OQuite a walk initially down past the Swan, over the
bridge up toward Tripp Hill. Mr and Mrs Savage at Piper's Studio
had a deceptively long garden, the land going well back to the
rear. The garden had been made, Mr Savage said, in 1962, orchard
having been there before. The whole area is shown as orchard on
the 1912 Ordnance Survey he said. Part of the old orchard still
remains and the remaining garden is protected with deer fencing, Mr
Savage having learned from experience that deer are determined and










Charles Leazell

sketching in the

West Country.

THE CHARLES LEAZELIL EXHIBITION.
featuring the work of Charles Leazell (1883-1958)
(By kind permission of Mr and Mrs Bodiley)

LECONFIELD HALL September 23rd and 24th

Open for selling to Society members only:
Saturday 23rd September 10-12

Open for selling to general public:
Saturday 23rd September 1-5

Sunday 24th September 10-12
1-5

The Exhibition will be officially opened by Lord Egremont on Friday
September 22nd. The Society will provide refreshments and members
will have a chance to preview the Exhibition. No one will be able
to order or buy on the Friday. Tickets will be £1.50 to include
refreshments and an application form is included with this
Magazine. Members only on the Friday evening, as on the Saturday
morning.

There will be original mounted water-colours, original pen and ink
drawings, and, lastly, individually authenticated reproductions of
local scenes drawn in pencil, seventeen in all in limited editions
of twenty each.

While we shall advertise the Exhibition extensively, there is
little point in trying to "sell" it. It is obvious that here is a
rare chance to acquire pictures of local scenes at a very
reasonable cost. Quite simply, such a thing can never happen
again.

I would hope to have also a table with old Bulletins for sale at
cover price - something we have never done before. Some are now
quite rare.

Peter. lst August 1989

"DISCOVERING KIRDFORD"

"Discovering Kirdford"™ is the title of the Ifold Local History
Society exhibition which will be held from 11 am to 5 pm on both
Saturday, September 30, 1989 and Sunday, October 1 at Kirdford
Village Hall.
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The Leconfield Creamery at Kirdford was in a strict sense neither
Leconfield nor a creamery. Certainly it belonged to the Leconfield
Estate but it was rented out to South Eastern Farmers, a subsidiary
of United Dairies. The Creamery never made butter and, while some
cream was taken off for a time and pigs kept in a field at the side
to feed off the separated milk, this was not found economical and
soon discontinued. The Leconfield Creamery was guite simply a
collection and distribution depot for milk and had been
purpose-built as such just before the 1914-1918 war. It was a
distribution centre to which farmers from a wide radius could send
their milk for pasteurisation and dispatch.

In the early days I would imagine, the farmers would bring in their
milk churns by horse and cart but I don't recall that. I was very
young when my father came to Kirdford in 1921 on a six-month
secondment from London where he was employed by United Diaries. He
was the Creamery's third manager and he was to stay in charge until
he died in 1941. The Manager's house wasn't, as might have been
expected, next to the Creamery but down in the village not far from
the Foresters' Arms. It was said that they didn't build the house
next to the Creamery because the ground wasn't suitable for
building, but there has been building there in later years. My
father biked into work in the early days, then simply drove.

In the 1930s the depot had a couple of lorries of its own but
retained also three outside contract lorries. There were three
staff working in the Creamery itself and, in addition, an office
and a laboratory both manned at this time. My brother was foreman
and my father the manager. South Eastern Farmers were a subsidiary
of United Dairies and there was a certain rivalry between United
Dairies and Express Dairies, resclved much later of course by their
amalgamation. There was a tendency for farmers to play on this,
shifting their allegiance to whichever of the two big dairies would
give a higher price for bulk milk. Despite this, the catchment
area for the Creamery remained fairly constant and covered a large
radius, Horsham, Coolham, Billingshurst, Loxwood, Rudgwick and
Petworth. In the 1930s the plant would process 2000 gallons a day-.
One or two very local farmers brought the milk in themselves, thus
saving the fractional collection charge, but by 1935 I don't think
anyone did this. Nearby Gownfold may have been one of the last.

Labour was difficult in the early days because, apart from the
manager's house, we had no accommodation to offer. 1In practical

terms this meant that we couldn't tap the market for tied workers,
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Clean Milk Competition Leconfield Creamery.
. Balchin receives cup from Lord Leconfield. Mr Rapley (right).
Photograph courtesy of Mrs J. Chipchase.

- .

An early tanker at Kirdford Creamery c1927. Cecil Mitchell an the lorry.
Photograph by George Garland.
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or, putting it another way, we could get the workers but we
couldn't house them. Later three cottages were built near the
Foresters, two being used by the lorry drivers and one for staff
working in the Creamery itself. Staff were allowed a quart of milk
a day as perks. There was no contact with the general public and
there were no retail sales. What we might do however, as a favour,
was to oblige another dairyman who was short, Mr. Scragg perhaps at
Battlehurst or Petworth Dairies. Accommodation milk this was
called. Accounts were handled not from Kirdford but from Head
Office in Petersfield, the manager at Kirdford keeping, of course,
a tally of what was brought in and what had been sent back and
United Dairies sending out a cheque.

At this time there was a considerable concern with cleaner milk.
It was popularly supposed that thunderstorms or the threat of them
turned milk sour, but it was in fact more usually unhygienic
milking. The Clean Milk Competition was an incertive toward
improving standards. It was in fact voluntary, but almost all
farmers participated, the winner attaining considerable prestige.
It was part of my father's job to go round with a small instrument
with a filter pad on the end which could show what dirt there was
in the milk. The winner was quite simply the farmer with the best
record of clean filters. My father preferred to go in the late
afternoon to arrive in time for milking.

The milk was tested for freshness in the small laboratory at the
Creamery; formaldehyde would turn sta.e milk pink and one small
sample of stale milk could turn a whole 2000 gallons. If a
farmer's milk failed the test for freshness he would have it back
and feed it to his livestock. Farmers often couldn't understand
why their milk had been rejected, not being very well versed in the
ways of bacteria. I remember one particular altercation with an
irate farmer who had had his milk rejected and my father saying,
"My daughter's tested it and it's turned the test solution pink."
"What do I do?" retorted the farmer. "Give the girl a box of
chocolates?" Many farmers had chicken running about the cow stalls
and the chicken dung carried an infection that could get into the

milk.

Milk could be T.T. attested, i.e. tested for freedom from
tuberculosis by Ministry of Agriculture inspectors, or not. There
were various types of milk too. Channel Island milk had five per
cent cream, a much higher proportion than the two per cent of
ordinary milk. Frieslan coOws were more prolific but their milk had
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The Scouts always took part in the Armistice Day parade, the Fete ) :
in Petworth Park and also in Silver Jubilee and Coronation &ﬂ.imﬁ“ﬂ

celebrations of 1935 and 1937. i oo
ks U
oy Y

In the early weeks of the war, the Scouts manned at night the i —_—
telephone in the A.R.P. Office in the yard of the old Police :

Station, the four I remember doing this were, Ron and Hugh

Saunders, Chum Whitcomb and myself, I'm sure there were at least

another two, as we had two on duty each night, and then two or

three nights off: this was in addition to our normal work. By the

end of the year most of us were going into the various services and

this duty was taken over by others.

The basic training and activities of Scouting was well worthwhile,
it gave us an interest to enter into a competitive spirit, to be
self-reliant and give something back to the community.

F.A. Kenward.

May 12th 1937. Petworth Scouts selling the official Coronation Programme.
F. Kenward to the rear. (Photograph courtesy of F.A. Kenward)

THE 1ST PETWORTH SCOUT GROUP

are holding a
BAR-B—QUE
on
SATURDAY, 23RD SEPTEMBER, 1989 at 7.30 p.m.
at The Scout Hut, Sheepdown, Petworth
to celebrate their

75TH ANNIVERSARY

We would like to see any former Scouts who have been through this
Group and those who have been connected with the running of the
Group over the years and they are accordingly invited to come
PETWORTH SCOUTS AT VALLEY, ANGLESEY in 1934 along. Would anyone intending to be present please contact Mrs.
Lena Saunders, Petworth 42679.

(Left) Group picture (Right) Morning prayers, note the
recorders made at the Boys School
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The Bartons Lane premises had work benches on the ground floor,
used for knocking up lead and jobs like that, while in the left
hand corner was a forge. Saturday mornings we might use it to make
up or sharpen chisels. Upstairs was the paint shop and the glazing
shop. Mr. Cragg had a diamond which he used to cut glass, no cne
else being allowed to use it. Craggs were glaziers too. I can see
him now tapping the glass after he had cut it with the diamond. On
the ceiling upstairs were pasted handbills of travelling shows that
had come to Petworth, they would be of great interest now but no
one bothered with such things. The paint shop, had, as I have
said, drawers with the different powders clearly marked with the
colour, while on the wall, as you came down the stairs, were thick
wodges of paint where over the years the painters had rubbed off
their brushes. They looked like nothing so much as bunches of
grapes, but were really multi-coloured knobs, big enough to hit
with a hammer and showing all the different colours if you cut off
a cross—-section.

Red lead was a vital part of life at Craggs. A powder mixed with
putty and used with rag and string to seal plumbing joints. The
red lead was rolled in and oil added. It wasn't easy to get the
mixture right - you might have to add more oil, which was simple

enough, but if on the other hand you added too much, you'd have to
try to soak the excess out with newspaper. Highly dangerous
material and not to be left around with animals. The old workmen
seemed to have a rather casual attitude toward the red powder. Red
lead and sandwiches often living rather too closely together for

modern tastes.

We'd begin at eight o'clock and finish at five p.m., biking out to
jobs. You couldn't get to work without a bike and my father bought
my bike for me when I started work. Craggs, like other firms, had
a "shop-bike" kept at Bartons Lane in case someone's had broken
down and had had to go in for repairs. Saturday morning we'd go to
Kitts in Middle Street to collect our wages. Mine were half a
crown to start with, rising after a year or so to five shillings.
Mr. Cragg would take the money off a shelf to pay us. At this time
he still had one of the old-fashioned private telephone lines to
Bartons Lane. You wound up a handle and the power was provided by
a glass "sweet-jar" container containing sal ammoniac. The surgery
also had one like this although Post Office telephones were just
coming into use. I worked for Mr. Cragg for seven years and have
never forgotten him. Even in those days he was a little unusual; I
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About 1900,

Messrs Craggs the Plumbers, Bartons Lane.

Photograph possibly by Walter Kevis.




"Hobbing" a lamb 1931.
Photograph by George Garland.

remember his habit of passing a cigarette round when he arrived to
check on a job. As I have said, even in hard times he never stood
anyone off. If I had to describe him in a single phrase I'd simply
say, "He was a gentleman”.

John Standing was talking to John Grimwood and the Editor.

MISTRESS BROWN DISAPPROVES!

The diocesan or bishop's court at Chichester was a quite separate
administration from the criminal courts. Its law was the
ecclesiastical canon law based ultimately on Roman law and,
particularly in later years, its range of sanctions, while not to
be disregarded, were limited as compared with those of the secular
arm. The difference in jurisdiction was clear: those who infringed
the laws of the state could expect retribution in the secular
courts; those who infringed the laws of God as established by his
Church could expect to be arraigned before the Bishop's court;
superficially very similar to a secular court, with a judge, a
registrar and practising lawyers known as "proctors". Cases might
be "instance" i.e. brought by an individual or "ex officio" brought
by the bishop's apparitors acting on information from local
Churchwardens, or even as a result of independent enquiry by the
apparitors themselves. A private individual might well be moved to
bring a case in the bishop's court in the hope that a favourable
judgement there would salve a bruised reputation. The central
point at issue in an instance case would often be the alleged
breaking of an oath, or "perjury", a very wide-ranging concept in
this context. This might involve a solemn pledge of a commercial
kind, or a disputed will.

A frequent source of litigation concerned betrothals; the plighting
of one's troth being a most solemn pledge, an act with definfite
religious undertones, made before God and an essential prelude to
holy matrimony. Difficulties arising in the period between
bethrothal and marriage often came before the bishop's court for
solution, usually on the application of the injured party. A case
in the church court might be used to uphold a persons's public
reputation, belittled by the setting aside of such a solemn oath.
The judge had the authority not only to rebuke the guilty party but
also to impose the stigma of public penance or a fine, and by doing
so put the full panoply of the church behind the injured party.
Human nature being what it is, a church court case might be brought
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Mr and Mrs CARTER, 45 Hillside, Horsham.
Mr P. COLLEYMORE, Barrington Cottage, Byworth.
and Mrs CRADDOCK, Rectory Cottage, North Street.
CROGAN, 48 Gladstone Place, Aberdeen.
CUMMING, 234 Thornhill Cottages, Colhook Common, Ebernoe.
lrs CURRELL, 19 Valentines Lea, Northchapel.
'HER, Barnhouse, Byworth.

STONE, Hill House, Rectory Lane.
Moss, Byworth.
Byhill Cottage, Egdean.
16 Sinhurst Road, Camberley, Surrey.
Mrs GREGORY, The Manse, High Street.
Mrs HARDING, Croftings, North Mead.
-F. HOAD, 40a Ottways Lane, Ashtead, Surrey.
HOPKINS, Avenida Brasil 12, Cascais, 2750 Portugal.
Davidson House, Park Crescent, Midhurst.
JARVIS, Byworth Lea, Byworth.
Spring Cottage, Byworth.
Mrs MATTHEWS, 385 Strood, Byworth.
Mrs MILLICHAMP, Oak View, The Lane, Ifold, Sussex.
Mr MORROW, 32 Dorking Crescent, Downsview, Ontario, Canada.
Major and Mrs MOORE, Sylbrick Cottage, Byworth.
Mrs NOBLE, Monks House, North Street.
Mr C.C. O'KANE, Oades Cottage, Byworth.
Mrs PEPPER, 8 New Street.
Mr and Mrs RALPH, 2 Barringtons Cottage, Byworth.
Mrs RANDALL, 62 Wyndham Road.
Mr and Mrs ROGERS, Wisteria Cottage, Bartons Lane.
Mrs ROLLS, Westlands, Fox Hill.
Mr and Mrs SIMCOX, The Dell, Rectory Lane, Pulborough.
Mr SIMMONDS, 21 Jubilee Crescent, London N.9.
Mrs SLOWLY, 37 Eastdale Road, Burgess Hill, Sussex.
Mrs STICKLEY, 2 0ld Park Cottages, Norwood Lane, Graffham.
Mrs TIDMAN, Fairfield Court, Grove Street.
Mrs TRIGGS, 48 Broyle Road, Chichester.
Mrs WADEY, 4 Rothermead.
Mrs P. WALMSLEY CLARK, Bakers, Byworth.
Mr and Mrs WESTLAKE, Gofts Cottage, Byworth.
Mr WHITCOMB, The Welldiggers.
Mrs WILLIAMS, 18 Greatpin Croft, Fittleworth.
Mrs WILMSHURST, Little Downsview, Pound Close.
Mrs WORRALL, 307A North Street.

Addresses Petworth unless stated otherwise.
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