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Autumn Programme. Please keep for reference.

Wednesday September 25th Leconfield Hall afternoon and evening.

PETWORTH APPLE IDENTIFICATION DAY

Free admission to Exhibition and Identification 2.30 to 5.30 p.m.
Lecture at 7.30 p.m. "The Victorian Dessert" by Dr. Joan Morgan.

Mr. Hugh Ermen and Dr Joan Morgan will bring a large selection of apple
varieties with them and identify apple varieties brought in for them to inspect.
At 7.30 Dr Morgan will talk with slides on "The Victorian Dessert".

Hugh Ermen, Associate of Honour of the R.H.S. was for a long time Curator of the
National Fruit Collection and closely connected with the National Fruit Trials
at Brogdale. He has recently retired.

Dr Joan Morgan is a trustee of the Brogdale Horticultural Trust and the first
woman to become a member of the R.H.S. Fruit and Vegetable Committee. With
Alison Richards she is author of "Paradise out of Common Field" - the pleasures
and plenties of a Victorian Garden. She is working on a book about world apple
varieties.

Ticket application form attached.

Tuesday October 22nd Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

Ian Pickford from the B.B.C. Antiques Roadshow will talk on

"AN INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH SILVER"

Ticket application attached.

Sunday October 27th

Tan and Pearl's Balls Cross Walk

Cars leave Market Square at 2.15 p.m.

Sunday November 3rd

The Petworth Society will be invited to the Rikkyo School Open Day at Rudgwick,
where aspects of traditional Japanese culture will be on view. Courtesy of Mr
and Mrs Usuki.

Cars leave Petworth Square for Rudgwick at 1.30 p.m. Members going later can
make their own way to Rudgwick. Route details will be on our posters.




Tuesday November 12th Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

The inaugural Garland Memorial Lecture:

"George Garland : The man and his achievement"

Profits to go toward signing Petworth Fair

For this lecture see main Magazine.

Wednesday November 20th

PETWORTH FAIR DAY

Monday December 16th Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

The Petworth Society Christmas Evening

PLEASE NOTE:

Evening Class: Peter Jerrome : Florence Rapley's Diary 1909-1912
Begins 16th September for 10 sessions.

I am very much looking forward to giving this particular class and to enguiring
with others into Petworth and Florence Rapley's involvement with it during those
years and before. I think this will be an especially interesting course.

Enguiries Petworth 43913 or from Peter on 42562

On Tuesday November 26th I will give a single lecture at the Petworth Public
Library: '"So sweet as the phlox is ..." Florence Rapley's Diary 1909-1912.°'
Details on library information.

IF YOU RECEIVE A REMINDER WITH THIS ISSUE I HOPE YOU WILL WISH TO CONTINUE
HAVING THE MAGAZINE. WE ARE RELUCTANT TO ISSUE FINAL REMINDERS IN SEPTEMBER
BUT THINK THAT DOING THIS IS ONLY FAIR TO THOSE MEMBERS WHO PAY PROMPTLY. IF
YOU DO NOT WANT TO CONTINUE - PLEASE LET PHILIP KNOW.

The Petworth Society recommends:

"Pittleworth through the years"

An Exhibition of Pictures, photographs old and new,
and other memorabilia, showing something of
Fittleworth's past and what is happening in the village today

at Fittleworth Village Hall
on Saturday 21 September 2 p.m. - 6
Sunday 22 September 11 a.m. - 5

p.m.
p.m.

Admission Free.




THE PETWORTH SOCIETY

PETWORTH APPLE IDENTIFICATION DAY

Wednesday, September 25th, 1991

Leconfield Memorial Hall
Lecturetat W 30 pem,.

"The Victorian Dessert"
by Dr. Joan Morgan

Please supply me with one/two ticket(s) for
the lecture. I am a member of the Petworth
Society and enclose £2.50 (£5 in the case
of husband and wife membership)

Name :

Address:

This form is NOT an admission ticket.

Multiple applications are not accept-

able except in the case of husband

and wife membership.

Priority booking until September 18th.

Free admission to exhibition 2.30 -

5.30 p.m.

Tickets obtainable from David's, The Square,
ONLY. SAE with postal applications, please.

Cut here

THE PETWORTH SOCIETY

Special Evening Meeting

Tuesday, October 22nd, 1991
Leconfield Memorial Hall

Lecture at 7.30 p.m.

"An Introduction to English Silver"
by Ian Pickford

Please supply me with one/two ticket(s) for
the lecture. I am a member of the Petworth
Society and enclose £2.50 (€5 in the case
of husband and wife membership)

Name :

Address:

This form is NOT an admission ticket.

Multiple applications are not accept-

able except in the case of husband

and wife membership.

Priority book from October lst -
October 9th.

Tickets obtainable from David's, The Sqguare,
ONLY. SAE with postal applications, please.










THE DEPENDENTS - A LETTER

From The Rev. A.G. Ashdown.

Dear Mr. Jerrome,

I am delighted with the two copies of the Petworth Society's
magazines nos: 29 and 64. I have enjoyed both magazines very much
and especially the articles on the Cokelers. This really is a
remarkable thing and I only wish that this Society had continued.
It is a great loss to us that these little bodies die out. They
have an influence which is quite their own.

T noticed in one of those articles that there was a mention about
their remarkable funerals. I had understood that it was customary
for those at Warnham, when they buried any of their people, to sing
to music, a large number of Scripture portions that refer to the
Resurrection and that when eventually they finally came to that
tremendous passage in the Book of Revelation, "they rest from their
labour and their works do follow them" this was soO used by them
that it took all the sorrow and all the pain out of the funeral and
turned it into a tremendous Christian triumph which must have been
a very wonderful thing.

I often think when I think of those I knew in Horsham, I was once
engaged in the seed trade in the town and there was one of their
number who grew shallots for me. He would grow them on his
aliotment and his name was Munday and he was a very good cultivator
and he would deliver them to us in absolutely perfect condition.
The honesty, integrity, hard working ability of these dear people
was a great blessing to the people of the district and if such a
community were to arise again with the same tremendous ideals 1t
would have a great effect upon the life of our country,
particularly if it were much more widespread

FOOTPATH CLEARANCE

P. Bryant, Esqg.,
County Planning Officer,
County Hall, Chichester.

Dear Mr. Bryant,
My Committee has asked me to express the appreciation of our
members for the work of your department in maintaining and
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Putting up Petworth Fair in 1981.

A precarious tradition.




NEVATT

CHEMIST

No sign of the famous wisteria!

(See article "The Nevatts")
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Photograph by Walter Kevis.

signposting the footpaths and bridleways in the Petworth area. In
addition to the use made of them by individuals, the Society
arranges regular walks throughout the year, made all the more
enjoyable by clear, well-positioned signs and regular clearance
where necessary.

It may well be that you are helped in your task by various
volunary bodies and if so, perhaps you would pass on our thanks to
them also.

Yours sincerely,

Peter A. Jerrome
Chairman

Peter A Jerrome, Esg-.,
Chairman, The Petworth Society,
Trowels,

Pound Street,

Petworth.

Dear Mr. Jerrome,

I was very pleased to recieve your letter of the 12th June.
My daily postbag usually contains reported deficiences and problems
on our footpath and bridleway network so your letter was a most
welcome relief. I will see that the staff concerned know and I am
sure they will be much encouraged. Perhaps you might care to
record your appreciation in your Society Newsletter because that
too gives encouragement to the hard working and enthusiastic staff.

Yours sincerely,

P.W. Bryant
County Planning Officer

SLADELANDS MILL

Mrs. M. Talman has identified the Mill pictured in the iast
Magazine (page 18). She has the same print but with the
photographer's stamp on the back "W. Ward. Ockley. Surrey'". She
has also another print taken from the side and reproduced here. It
seems to have been taken at roughly the same time but not
necessarily by W. Ward. The photographs at one time belonged to the
late Hugh Kenyon but it is not known how he came by them. On the
reverse of one of the prints Kenyon has written "Kirdford
(sladelands) Mill, Undershot. Last tenant went bankrupt. Mill
used to flood and corn was usually kept on 2nd floor. River dried

























Church and this was where Grandfather knew him. He was an examiner
for the Associated Board and I presume, a teacher of music. One of
his hymn tunes is in a hymn book called 'Christian Praise', the
tune being called 'Midhurst'. He moved to Chichester when he
retired and from there gave me lessons on the organ."

I am grateful to Mr. Wright for this information and for allowing
us to copy the original manuscript of the tune. How I wish I could
hear it sung again!

S KCT

ISOLATION IN THE 1920°'S

Tuberculosis was a great scourge in the 1920s and before and could
spread through entire families. patients were isolated for fear of
spreading the disease. I seem to remember little tin huts on
wheels somewhere in the vicinity of Heath End where unfortunate
patients with tuberculosis stayed. I think we once visited a
patient in one of these huts, my mother speaking to him through the
open door as we weren't allowed inside. It is nearly seventy years
ago now but perhaps someone else remembers those tragic huts?

Mrs K.A. Vigar.
PETWORTH'S RAREST BOOK

OF ANY BOOKSELLER.
PRICE SIXEPENCE.
A NEW POEM,

T s

By T.0.0.N. (Thos. Seward),
Librarian of the Petworth Institute.
OPINIONS.

“ A beantiful poem.”

* Too hard on the rich ™

The Literary Guide says ' Under the title * Jesus,” Watls
and Co. have irsucd a noteworthy poem. [t is eroditable to
the author, and is written from a Libernl Christian stund-
point.”

Publishers Warts & Co , 17, Johnson Court, London

No copy has ever been found of this poem by Thomas Seward,
Librarian of the Petworth Institute. The notice for it appeared in
Petworth Parish Magazine in 1886. The British Library has no copy.
Has anyone any idea where a copy might be found - the poem would
cast an intriguing sidelight on religious attitudes in late
Victorian Petworth. For Thomas Seward see Tread Lightly Here 1990
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Mafeking Day 1900.

Photograph by Walter Kevis.
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PLEASE HELP!

The Society has a number of very old double glass negatives.
They are not local - but does anyone recognise the area?

The negatives aré often badly damaged - here are two examples.

A.E.W. Mason, New Grove c1925. (See "A Petworth Patchwork")
Photograph by G. G. Garland.
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Peter Woods in November 1933.‘

Photograph by G.G. Garland.

PALMER"S SWEET-SHOP

Mr R. Stanford lends us this picture of Mrs Palmer's High Street
sweet shop mentioned by Henry Whitcomb in the last issue (page 39).
The photograph was taken in 1927. The shop also sold grocery and
greengrocery. It is now a private house.

BOOK REVIEW: VALERIE PORTER: THE SOUTHDOWN SHEEP.
(WEALD AND DOWNLAND OPEN ATR MUSEUM £10)

This is a very attractive and well-produced book and at £10 clearly
subsidised. It will be of great interest not only to Society
members who have an interest in this famous breed, but to anyone
who has a general interest in shepherds and shepherding. ILE's So
easy now to forget that the South Downs were in the early century
so densely populated by this one famous breed. Already by the
1930s George Garland was lamenting the decline of the Southdown and
finding that E.V. Lucas' famous rhyme rang hollow:

Such flocks, such shepherds as are found,
Nowhere but on our Sussex ground.

_23_

























run at this time by the two Misses Blight and reputed to have the
highest ratio of eleven plus successes in the Chichester area. The
problem was usually that, even if someone passed the examination,
their parents would be unable to afford sending them to Horsham
anyway. The schoolhouse had three rooms, the infants' room being
at one end in what had once been the schoolmaster's house. The
partition across the long room was moveable and made of wood and
glass.

Kirdford before and after the 1914-18 war had been an isolated
inbred society, the housing stock being, except for a few private
houses, tied, and the employment entirely agricultural. The system
of tied cottages kept it that way and had for generations. The
first council houses went up in 1928 and those on Mackerel's Common
in 1930. The coming of the council houses meant that working
people could come into the village who did not have to live in tied
cottages and hence did not have to work directly for the farmers, a
far-reaching social change. The coming of the fruit farmers in the
mid-1920s was another step in breaking up the old rigidity and
diversifying employment possibilities at a stroke. Soon there were
eight or ten employed at Costrong, five at Hills Green and similar
numbers elsewhere. The packhouse puilt in 1936 replaced a much
smaller earlier one and provided employment for young married

women and teenage girls: there would be thinning and picking from
the end of June to September and then packing and dispatch in the
autumn. Previously there had been virtually no work for young
women if you took out of account the occasional domestic vacancy at
Sladelands or Barkfold. I remember the first fruit grown at
Belchambers had paper bags over the apples to keep off birds and
wasps. In those early days the growers had soft fruit growing
petween the rows of young apple trees, the pushes being taken out
as the apples grew.

A small but unusual source of employment was the piano key factory
some one hundred and fifty yards up from Iron Pear Tree on the road
to Northchapel. The keys were made, I think, from beech wood.
There was a big tin shed and I remember an engine in there and
various pulleys. The factory was worked with the adjoining Eccles
Farm. Old 'Cutler' Brown lived out in the old "Jockey's Hut", one
of two small cottages just before you get to Iron Pear Tree on the
way from Kirdford. They have now been converted to a single house.
Wwhy was it called "Jockey's Hut"? Well the cottages were so small
that you'd have to be puilt like a jockey to get in at alll cutler
Brown went round the neighbouring villages sharpening shears,

- 38 -

"Cutler" Brown. (See “A glimpse of Kirdford")
Photograph by Harry Sopp.




(See "A glimpse of Kirdford")

Andrew Smith at Loxwood.
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scissors and knives, and very good he was too. His wife had a
little stool on which she sat while she mended umbrellas. I always
had the idea that Cutler Brown had formerly been a military man but
I may be mistaken about this.

Mr. Enticknap the village blacksmith was a real gentleman who
always had time for anyone and liked nothing better than to get
passers-by to work the bellows, for no other reason than that he
just liked to have people in the smithy. Sometimes he'd get us
boys to turn the great six-foot grindstone with 1ts pool of water
at the bottom. The wheel was used to sharpen pick-axes, mattocks,
faghooks and all kinds of rural implements. When he went to the
pub he'd never have all his beer in a large glass; instead he had
a jug which he would empty gradually into his own small glass. His
brother had a shoe-shop, initially in a shed to the rear of the
Half Moon but then in a shop in the village. He was verger at
Kirdford Church for many years and as a sideline sold sweets, toys
and postcards from the shoe-shop.

Bill Baker was another who lived out at Iron Pear Tree, still two
cottages at this time. He would later move to the new council
houses. There was a famous story of how he was late for his work
at Mr. Lionel Baker's at Hills Green. "You're ten minutes late
today, William," said Mr. Baker. "yes, I am, sir," answered
William "but I set out by B.B.C. time." "What of it"? said Mr.
Baker. You're still ten minutes late." "No I'm not," answered
William. "I'm living closer to the B.B.C. than you, soO naturally
your time is behind mine"!

Peter Woods used to cut the vergeside grass as far out as Isling
Bridge and Fox Hill using the old fashioned faghook and hazel stick
and carrying a shovel and broom. At regular intervals he'd
meticulously dig a little V cut in the verge so that the water
could drain away off the surface of the road instead of simply
lying on the road. Kirdford's first milkman was Wally Ford who had
a motor-bike and square sidecar in which he strapped a seventeen
gallon churn. He'd go down to the Leconfield Creamery to f£ill his
churn, then doled out the milk in half-pint, pint and quart
measures. When he finished Cis Price from Lakelands came round,
first in his Chevrolet, then in his "T" type Ford Eight. In very
cold weather he had a Primus stove on the passenger seat to keep
him warm. I dread to think what might have happened if he'd turned
the Primus over but he never did.
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depot for furniture but there were stores too at Loxwood,
Fernhurst, Hove and other places. Mr. and Mrs. Lunn on Colhook
Common were Dependents and had a small shop just past Wadey's farm,
selling sweets and smaller general items. When my grandmother
died, I moved from Lower Diddlesfold and returned to Mr. Morais at
the garage. I worked for the Dependents for about ten months.

Bill Hall was talking to the Editor.

NEW (AND REJOINED) MEMBERS

Mr R. Adsett, 7 Winterstoke Crescent, Ramsgate, Kent.
Mr and Mrs Berry, 7 Linden Court, Petworth.
Mr and Mrs W.H. Boniface, 1 Edmunds House, Mant Road, Petworth.
Mr and Mrs Bushby, 12 Park Rise, Petworth.
Mrs C.E.S. Dickenson, 1 Caspar John Close, Hill Head, Fareham,
Hants.
Mrs T. Erkam, Konkur Sitesi, 1 Blok, No 35, Istanbul, Cad 06200,
Ankara, Turkey.
and Mrs R. Field, Merindale, Sheepdown Close, Petworth.
and Mrs D. Foyle, 17 Durley Avenue, Cowplain, Waterlooville,
Hants.
and Mrs C.W. Geelan, PO Box 355, Normangee, Texas 77871.
R. Holdsworth, 73 Rue Principale, Neuhaussen, L5290, Luxembourg.
and Mrs D. Huggett, 14 Pound Close, Petworth.
K. Laker, c/o Petworth Public Library.
Mrs J. Lewis, PO Box 638, Revelstoke, BC, VOE 250, Canada.
Mr R. Longley, 2 Mulberry Court, Meadow Way, Petworth.
Mr R.C.G. Matthews, 20 Mundara Drive, North Ringwood, Victoria,
Australia.
Mr A.M. Matthews, Lot 25, Constantine Drive, Lara, Victoria,
Australia.
Mr and Mrs D.J. Pritchard, Sunflower Cottage, Kirdford.
Mr F.A. and Master A. Pullen, 309c North Street, Petworth.
Miss J. Ransom, 42 Orchard Close, Sheepdown Drive, Petworth.
Mrs J. Robertson, c/o 52 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth.
Mrs J. Roy, "Brunkets", The Street, Mortimer, Reading.
Mrs C. Stanton, 5 Houghton Lane, Bury, Sussex.
and Mrs A. Thompson, 402B, Rotherbridge Lane, Petworth.
and Mrs J. Treadwell, Gownfold Farm, Kirdford.
and Mrs R. Wilson, Griffin Antiques, Lombard Street, Petworth.
and Mrs J. Wood, Jeremy Wood Fine Art, East Street, Petworth.
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