THE WINDOW PRESS ANNOUNCES A PRE-
PUBLICATION OFFER OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT
PETWORTH BOOK THIS CENTURY

So Sweet as the Phlox is

THE DIARY OF FLORENCE RAPLEY 1909—12




So Sweet as the Phlox is

THE DIARY OF FLORENCE RAPLEY 1909—12

A full text with introduction and notes by Peter Jerrome and illus-
trated with contemporary photographs, many of which have not
been seen before. This large-format casebound book of 156 pages
will be produced to the highest standards by the Window Press.
Printed in two colours on high-quality paper and set in a fine,
traditional type, the book extends to over 100,000 words. All
copies will be bound by hand using traditional methods and mat-
erials. The binding will consist of heavy boards covered in fine
quality cotton cloth and there will be silk head and tail bands and a
silk marker. Only 250 copies will be produced and each will be
individually numbered.

So Sweet as the Phlox is will be published on 6 November 1993. The
pre-publication price is £29.95. Thereafter the price will be

£34.95.

Please complete the form on the back of this brochure and return it
with your remittance to the Window Press. Orders received before

6 November 1993 will be honoured at the pre-publication price of

£29.95.

Florence Rapley (1856-1918) lived at Heath End, just south of
Petworth and walked regularly into both Duncton and Petworth.
Apparently educated while in service, Florence was an extremely
sensitive and articulate person and a keen churchwoman, quite
capable of comprehending a sermon, even, in retrospect of dissect-
ing 1t! Mr. Penrose, rector of Petworth and Mr. Carruthers, rector
of Duncton figure prominently in the diary, as do their various
assistant clergy. Set against a background of the reluctant daily
drudgery of a labourer’s wife, the diary offers a quite unusual view
of Petworth and Duncton just before the outbreak of the first world
war. It does more than this, however: in her incidental portrayal of
national events and crises like the two general elections of 1910, the
death of King Edward VII in the same year, the siege of Sydney
Street, the Suffragettes, the loss of the Titanic or even Halley’s
Comet, Florence Rapley transcends her purely local context to give
a general reflection on English life and society in an age of bewil-

dering change.

The long and lucid introduction provides an illuminating back-
ground to both national and local events and customs of the period
and helps to create a book which is truly unique and which must be
considered the most thought-provoking and significant Petworth
book this century.




To the Window Press, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth,

West Sussex GU28 oDX

Please supply  copies of So Sweet as the Phlox is

at £29.95 per copy (before 6 November 1993 )*

or £34.95 per copy (after 6 November 1993)*

Please add £2 per copy to help cover the costs of postage anc
packing.

[ enclose a cheque/P.O. for /.

Please make cheques payable to the Window Press
Name

Address

Copies of the book can also be collected from Anne Simmons at

E. Streeter and Daughter opposite St Mary’s Church, Petworth.

*Date as postmark




utumn/Winter Progra e. Please keep for reference.

Sunday 12th September to Thursday 23rd September.
Petworth Society Party of 40 visit Toronto as guests of the Toronto Scottish Regiment.

Walks: Sunday 17th October Peggy's October walk. Cars leave Car Park at 2.15

Sunday 28th November Pearl and Ian's late autumn walk. NB. Cars leave Car Park at 2.00

Meetings. Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Admission £1. Refreshments.

The G D MEMORI EC

Watermills along the Sussex Downs
Slides

Monday 13th December
The Petworth Society Christmas Evening

Wednesday 20th October Thursday 4th No
Wednesday 20th October A T avi et
"So sweet as the phlox is..."
Frank Gr :
; 5 Florence Rapley and her diary. 1909-1912

An illustrated talk by
Peter Jerrome

To coincide with the Window
Press publication of the diary.

Forthcoming: Doris Ashby makes a welcome return on Wednesday 19th January.
Paul Cottrell takes the Society scuba-diving Wednesday 16th February.

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 20th PETWORTH FAIR

LECONFIELD HALL SATURDAYS continue with: SATURDAY OCTOBER 16th

ANTIQUES EVENING. Experts will value two items for small charge. Details on local posters.

SUPPORT THE HALL.

PETWORTH PUBLIC L 2 i
In November, we are celebrating the 21st Birthday of the present Petworth Library.
We would like to invite you to join the celebrations at three special events:-

'HAPPY BIRTHDAY, PETWORTH'

Children's Birthday Party, Wednesday, 3rd November, 3.30pm - 4.30pm. Children aged 5-11.
Activities, Colouring Competition, Face Painting.

Admission by free ticket available from Petworth Library.

'‘FINDING THE ANSWER'

Wednesday, 10th November, 7.00pm - 10.00pm. Irene Campbell, the County Library's head of Information Services and
her Deputy, Alison Smith, take a look at the most useful reference books in Petworth Library. Refreshments will be

provided, followed by a light hearted quiz to test your knowledge!
Admission by free ticket available from Petworth Library.
PLEASE NOTE: This event must be limited to the first 16 applicants.
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The Printers of this Magazine very much regret that, in the handling of the two photographs shown on
Pages 7 and 25, these photographs have been transposed and, unfortunately, the mistake was not noticed

until the Magazine had been completed. The captions for the photographs do appear in their correct
positions.

The Printers apologise both to The Petworth Society and to Mr. David Wort whose photograph of "Tulip
tree blossoms" appears above the incorrect caption on Page 25, for the error.

MIDHURST AND PETWORTH PRINTERS.
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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making,

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £6.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£7.50 overseas £8.50. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 42562)

Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth

Hon. Treasurer
Mr P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth

Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, The Cottage, Whitelocks, Sutton

Hon. Membership Secretary
Mrs R. Staker, 71 Wyndham Road, Petworth

Hon. Social Secretary
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, 12 Grove Lane, Petworth

Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mrs Julia Edwards, Lord Egremont, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mrs Anne Simmons, Mr D.S. Sneller, Mr J. Taylor, Mr E. Vincent,
Mrs Linda Wort

Magazine distributors
Mr D. Sneller, Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mrs Edwards, Mrs Mason,
Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham, Mr Patten, Mrs Patten,
Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton),
Mr Vincent (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (F ittleworth)

Membership enquiries to Mrs Staker please, Magazine circulation enquires to
Betty Hodson or Bill (Vincent).
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Chairman’s Notes

I am sorry that we have no room for the second part of the article on George Garland's
early days but as usual I have crammed in as much as I can.

The Bath visit was a great success and there are forty members leaving for Canada
as guests of the Toronto Scottish Regiment in September. Details of the trip in the Decem-
ber Magazine. There are high hopes of another Society excursion next year.

You will find with this issue an announcement concerning the publication of Florence
Rapley's Diary (1909-1912). 1t is an edition with introduction and notes limited to 250
numbered hardback copies plus a very few copies part-bound in leather. The Window
Press have held the price down as best it can and would offer it to members prior 10 official
publication at a significant discount on the published price. When the 250 numbered
copies are exhausted there will be no more, except of course in the unlikely event that we
or another publisher would reprint in a different edition in later years.

I am delighted that the East Street obelisk is restored to something like its former
glory and to see Honore Pelle's famous sculpture (albeit an impressive replica) back on its
Town Hall niche. The original of course is on view at Petworth House. The Society's
congratulations to those concerned both with the obelisk and the replacement of the
sculpture.

Peter 28th July 1993

Some Harold Roberts Cartoons

Ann Tumer of Nutley has sent us photostats of cartoons by Harold Roberts. They were not
issued generally but drawn in 1938 as suggestions for a private Christmas card for Mr and Mrs
Tumer at the Westminster Bank. In fact Mr and Mrs Tumner did not use the cartoons for the
Christmas card although they very much liked them but chose a picture of Edgehill Farm,
Byworth. The Turners were retiring in 1939 to Edgehill then a small fruit farm with a few
animals. Harold Roberts is humorously depicting some of the problems they may have to
confront in their new life! See centre pages.
There are other Harold Roberts cartoons in Bulletin 56 and 57.

No luck with either mystery photograph last issue. Surely someone must have recognised the
farm picture with St Mary's spire in the distance?
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Some rural difficulties! Mrs Turner sang with the Petworth Choral Society.
The figure on the right is Ann Turner's grandfather.




Mr Turner encounters further problems at Byworth!

Christian name. I looked at her and said solemnly, "His name's not Fred, it's Mr. Baigent".
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Petworth House kitchen in 1929,

The photograph (which we have reproduced before) comes from 1929-30. The girl in the left
is Marie. I remember chasing her round the kitchen with an eel and only later finding that it was
still alive! Eels were caught in eel-traps in the lake and elsewhere. You can see in the picture
the moulds at the back and the biscuit tins, the drawers were of course for cutlery. The chef
always worked on the big board on the table.

As it turned out, when I left school there wasn't a vacancy at the House at all and I was
seventeen when I finally started, not in the kitchen, but as under-housemaid. It wasn't really
what I wanted but it was a startand I knew that, once there, I could transfer when a vacancy arose
in the kitchen. Under-housemaid was the most junior grade of servant. We used to clean the
butler's room, the valet's room, Lord Leconfield's housekeeper's room, the footmen's rooms and
the landings. [ worked with Mrs. Thompson whom I always knew as Aunt Phyl. There were
a lot of staff then, a housekeeper, a head housemaid, a "cock” housemaid who did the heavier
work, two first housemaids who worked in pairs in the larger rooms and two second
housemaids. There were four other housemaids, a still-room maid, first and second footmen,
a hall boy and an "odd man".

It wasn't long before I got my move into the kitchen as vegetable maid, joining the chef,
the cook, and two kitchen maids. As I have said, my father was scullery man and Mr. Wakeford
would bring in the coal - quite a job in itself. The chefat this time was French and his first name
was Henri, I could never pronounce his surname. The menu was always in French and Lady
Leconfield would often come into the kitchen in the moming to discuss it with Henri. I never
knew his Lordship to come into the kitchen. We used to have to ask Henri about the menu as
it was in French. The two kitchen maids had quite different tasks - I did the "front of the house"
vegetables, roots like carrots, swede or tumnip weren't simply sliced or diced but scooped into
little balls and cooked in stock and butter. The other maid prepared for the staff but without the
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Christmas and so much was added to each pound saved.

This was indeed a blessing for in those days everything was expected to be paid for on
the spot. If not it became a debt and that was something every one tried to avoid.

Doctor's bills were the biggest headache because they charged so much a visit and these
often continued over several months. In fact I wonder if some of those hard-working and kind-
hearted doctors ever got paid in full. Of course when a child was sick the doctor was called in
to see them but I know of many parents who could have done with a doctor’s help for themselves
but just did not dare to call him in or go to the surgery because they were frightened of the bill
they would be called upon to meet. Therefore many people left it too late before seeking help.

In those days people lived off the land. Every man worked, planting and sowing every
inch of his garden with crops to store for the winter months.

Many women baked their own bread in the huge bread ovens that were to be found in
many of the old cottages. They had their wash days, theirbrewing days for many of them made
their own beer or made wine from the dandelions gathered in the meadows around. On baking
day they made bread for the week as well as cakes and tarts.

My mother only had a small kitchen range with one oven so she bought her bread from
the baker who came around three timesa week. We had lovely cottage loaves, head and bottom,
baked crusty and brown for which we were charged tuppence halfpenny fora2 Ib. loaf. Sugar
was one and a half pence per pound and Silver Glen butter was one shilling and eightpence per
pound. There was no margarine. Lard was obtained when a pig was killed and the flee was run
down and put into large crocks.

Fruit was turned into jam or cooked in the oven and quickly sealed with the hot, pure lard.
Oranges were made into marmalade, enough was made until the oranges came round into
season again the following year.

At that time food kept very much to its season. Oranges could not be bought until just
before Christmas and were at their best in February and could be bought then for about twenty
for one shilling.

Meat was bought only forthe weekends. There were plenty of rabbits, pigeons and small
birds to make into pies. Blackbirds were nice and tasty. Mum was a wonderful cook and made
full use of her herb garden. Then there were always bacon puddings and rabbit puddings. The
latter was made by putting the chopped rabbit in a basin lined with suet pastry and topped with
mushroom ketchup before cooking.

The favourite pie was a rook pie. Dad would be invited to a rook shoot with several men
who would get togetherabout the first or second week in May and shoot the young rooks as soon
as they could just fly around and leave their nests. Allthis seemed very cruel to me and I would
cover my ears when the shooting got nearer home. These finer feelings were quickly forgotten
when I was offered a delicious plate of cold pie.

The only part used was the breast and the legs so no feather picking was required. I have
tried it myself in later years and hated the noise made when taking out the breast forall the world
as if the bird was still alive. The rooks were cooked with herbs, hard boiled eggs, slices of pork
fat and when cut cold it would come out in a beautiful jelly.

Herrings were very cheap in their season, which was considered the right time only if
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Bill Hall delivering for the Northchapel Dependants about 1930. He worked for the Stores for about a year.

(See "Magazine No. 65.)




Alfred Goodwin outside the Northchapel Chapel June 1993.

there was an R in the month. A man used to come all the way from Worthing sitting on the side
of his flat cart calling out "Herrings O! Forty for a shilling!" Housewives would run out with
their dishes for he did not stop long and afier serving them he would jump up on to his cart and
with a flick of his whip he would be gone. He must have covered many miles in a day.

Families with open chimneys would buy enough to salt, then hang them in the chimney
to dry, these would come down as bloaters.

Milk was brought around by a farmer who lived just down the road. He carried his milk
in a churn that swayed between two wheels on an iron frame with one leg stand and this he
pushed from house to house.

On the handle would hang all his measures. He delivered milk all round the town, only
returning home fora quick dinner before starting out for his afternoon round. His two daughters
and wife managed the milking and looking after the cows. The roads were not tarred as they
are now, just flint put down and rolled in. Each gust of wind would blow dust all overthe place,
especially into his damp measures, but it did not seem to do anybody any harm. New milk was
apenny ha'penny a pint, while skimmed milk could be bought from the farm, one penny per can,
no matter what size your can was.

We kept ourown chickens and ducks so we always had a good supply of eggs. One could
get swedes and tumnips from the farm so you see although we had to live carefully there was no
need for anyone to go hungry. But the housewife was always at work.

Chicken, tinned fruit, jellies and trifles were food reserved for Christmas and birthday
parties, along with the Christmas pudding, mince pies and iced cake. Foods such as these were
regarded as luxuries.

Sussex Pudding was a stand-by being quick and cheap. It was made of self-raising flour
and water. The trick in the cooking, rolled in a cloth it was boiled exactly twenty minutes then
unwrapped and split by inserting two forks. It was then sliced and dripped into the fat around
the joint or served as a sweet course with butter and brown sugar.

¢. from Mrs. H. M. Newman

9 Downview Close, Lavant,

Chichester, Sussex PO18 0BZ.
Forwarded by her daughter: Mary Aitchison.

*The hill of God’

[t was a summer's day, late June and the lanes were green and the grass high in the hedgerows.
The country between Wisborough Green and Loxwood is still sparsely populated. A hundred
and forty years ago when John Sirgood was first preaching it would have been more solitary still.
The Dependants, or Cokelers as they would be universally known, had no chapels then, just
house churches, the first chapel would go up in 1861 at Loxwood. House churches ... Gunshott,
Roundhurst, New Pound ... small outposts in the Wealden countryside. We were passing
Gunshott now, going to Loxwood; if anywhere was Dependant heartland, this was it. As the
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"horsey" gentry, with studs of racehorses, for the accommodation of which the cottagers are
turned out of their houses with their families, to manage as best they can for some five or six days.

New Members (and rejoining) July 1993

Mrs Bacon, 13 Rothermead, Petworth.

Mr J. Bartlett, Flat 14, Putney Hill, Putney.

Miss V. Benham, 5 The Gardens, Fittleworth.

Mrs J. Bennett, 71 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth.

Mrs E.M. Bradley, 'Rickstones', Graffham.

Mr and Mrs D. Bratt, Church Lodge, Petworth.

Ms M.J. Claringbold, 7 Heythorp Street, London.

Mr and Mrs Connell, Chapel Bank, Sandy Lane, Fittleworth.
Mrs M. Cullen, Church Cottage, Egdean.

Miss . Fen, 79 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth.

Mrs E.M. Fletcher, Ashover, Vanzell Road, Midhurst.

Mr and Mrs N. Flexman, Tripp Hill Cottage, Fittleworth.

Mr and Mrs Gibbon, Paddock View, Easebourne.

Mr P. Hargood, Nationwide Estate Agents, Lombard Street, Petworth.
Mr K.M. Howie, 2 Pinewood Way, Midhurst.

Mr and Mrs M.G. Kemp, Mulberry Cottage, Graftham.

Mr and Mrs J. Milne, 60 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth.

Mr J.T. Murray, 25 Parklands Road, Chichester.

Mr and Mrs G. Price, 8 Styles Close, The Paddock, Frome, Somerset.
Mrs J.M. Ring, Garden Cottage, Park Road, Petworth.

Mrs Rose-Hunt, 8 Greengates, Lurgashall.

Mrs C. Russell, ¢/o Sunset House, Museum Hill, Haslemere.
Mr and Mrs K.S. Sadler, Oakensmiel, 14 Warren Lodge Drive, Kingswood, Surrey.
Mr and Mrs N. Saunders, 54 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth.

Mr R. Simcox, The Dell, Rectory Lane, Pulborough.

Mrs G. Slade, 15 Rogate House, St George, Bristol.

Mrs. P.C. Spofforth, The House in Pound Street, Petworth.
Mrs . Stansmore, 61 Hampers Green, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs D. Thurston, 5 Sheepdown Close, Petworth.

Mrs M.E. Turton, 35 Oakwood Close, Bepton Road, Midhurst.
Mrs M. Walford, Thetwyns, Durfold Wood, Plaistow.

Mr C.J. Walker, 14 The Gardens, Fittleworth.

Mrs M. Ward, Oakhurst Farm, Loxwood.

Mrs D. Wooldridge, Common House, Plaistow.

Miss J. Yeoman, 1 Coates Castle, Fittleworth.
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