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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of
the town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history
of the district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and
non-profit making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested
in furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £6.50. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£7.50 overseas £8.50. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 342562)
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, |8 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel, 342585)
Hon. Treasurer
Mr P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343461)
Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, The Cottage. Whitelocks, Sutton
Hon. Membership Secretary
Mrs R. Staker, 71 Wyndham Road, Petworth
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes. Mrs Julia Edwards, Lord Egremont. Mr lan Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mr D.S. Sneller. Mr J. Taylor.
Mr E. Vincent, Mrs Linda Wort
Magaczine distributors
Mr D. Sneller, Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mrs Edwards, Mrs Mason.
Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham, Mr Patten, Mrs Patten.
Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton).
Mr Vincent (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)

Membership enquiries to Mrs Staker please, Magazine circulation enquires 1o
Betty Hodson or Bill (Vincent).
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Chairman’s Notes

I don't propose to take half the Magazine lamenting that I haven't got room for
everything; as usual I will cram in as much as I can. We don't carry a separate report
of the Toronto Scottish visit - just four pictures by David Wort and the striking
contribution by Mr John Hatt. It was an excellent day, with the Society, recipients of so
much goodwill when we were in Toronto, delighted to be able to make the reciprocal
gesture. The two plaques given by the Canadians are now in the Leconfield Hall.

If you have a subscription reminder with this Magazine, please pay promptly or
let Philip know if you do not wish to continue. With such a large membership even a
tiny proportion of late payers gives Philip an inordinate amount of extra work.

[ think that's about all. Monthly meetings start with Paul Vine talking to the Society
on October 4th. We could well start the new season with a full house!

Peter 27th Julyl995.

Echoes in the Landscape

The exhibition takes as its theme water in the West Sussex landscape. Each of the exhibits
is situated at a particular place in the valley and has its own story to tell and its own sense
of place in the landscape, separated by time and distance; all of these fragments are
nevertheless joined by the ever flowing path and movement of the river.

The work looks carefully at the juxtaposition that occurs between the living and
inanimate objects and structures that follow the water on its course through lake. pond and
river.

Specifically, on the theme of Petworth, the lake is brought into sharp focus by the use
of three-dimensional perspective, with the boathouse, pike and fish drain modelled at
varying scales to echo their complex and transient relationship.

Ancient species waiting
Between the changing order
Trapped within the silence of the lake

Fragments from the water's edge, photographed in context and remade at a larger
scale, remind us of the sensual quality inherent in natural forms. Placed in close proximity
to renderings of simple manmade structures, such as the drain cover that we all know and
tread on daily. Re-made in wood, they have an unfamiliar, yet inviting quality, which makes
us see them anew.

Art joins closely withengineering in the forms of the industrial artefacts: the hydraulic
ram, using only the energy contained in the flowing stream, givesrise to thoughts of economy
at many levels, from construction to consumption.
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ECHOES IN THE Landscape

An exhibition of work by Chris Vincent and Jane Meredith

Words, images and objects exploring the half-forgotten artefacts
which join us so closely to our landscape

Moving on, we observe other equally complex networks that use the power of water and
look at the manmade distribution system throughout the landscape, the hydrant, galvanised
tank and water trough, commonplace objects in our everyday lives, that constantly remind
us of the presence of water and of our total dependence on its good management in the future.

From future hopes and uncertainties, we return to the enigma of the stone column
discovered in the sand of the millpool. Its beautiful carving depicts bulrushes and other water
plants, a common theme throughout time. It has a hole through its middle, indicating that
it is possibly the base of a fountain. Is the statue of Pan, which may have been seated on the
top, buried under the sand and water?

The National Trust, Petworth House
Petworth, West Sussex

()

THE NATIONAL TRUST
3—15 October 1995 2 P =

Sluice gates at Coultershaw modelled by
Chris Vincent 1995
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Country Life
The Village Hall Exhibitions

South East Arts and West Sussex County Council have embarked on a collaboration,
commissioning contemporary photographers to interpret the George Garland collection, to
ensure its preservation and to prepare amajor exhibition of photographic works about country
life.

Introduction

West Sussex Photographer George Garland made many thousands of photographs over
a period of forty years. From his wooden studio in the small town of Petworth, he produced
portraits of the local community. The images he made were destined for a wide variety of
uses, from a photograph of a baby in christening clothes to a series of wartime ID portraits.
Outside the studio, Garland travelled to weddings and village fetes, to village hall theatricals
and political meetings. He photographed houses and gardens, dying crafts and rural ancients,
many of whom were persuaded to wear a 19th century smock to sit for their portraits.

Through Garland's photographs, we see the public face of country life as defined
through events and community. Garland was a pragmatic professional and there is no
evidence that he involved himself with any of the debates around photography as art, or the
meaning of documentary. He photographed, in the main what he was asked to photograph,
or what he thought would sell to the London press as representative of a rural idyll.

Since Garland's time, the countryside has changed. This prosperous corner of South
East England no longer relies on agriculture for its income, as commuters, retirees and a new
middle class intent on recapturing a rural idyll have become its population. High tech
industries, airports, tourism and leisure now form the core of its employment.

The Country Life project aims to encourage artists, curators and animateurs to work
with the Garland Collection and the community of the Petworth area to make a composite
and individualistic picture of the locality from 1994 to the end of the century, through asystem
of commissions and collaborations. The results of this encyclopaedia of village life will be
exhibited in Petworth House and in village halls throughout the immediate area, then
combined to make one major exhibition.
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confirmation service and being strong church people talked to him about it. He said to them,
"Can I be confirmed?" "You're not old enough," they replied. He thought for a moment
and said to them, "If I'm old enough to be concerned I ought to be old enough to be
confirmed." '

He lived at Southwater near Horsham then. I remember too one old lady whose
husband was very cruel to her, She said to him, ""Why are you so cruel to me?" He answered,
"I'll tell you why, it's your love, I can't bear it. It hurts me." We read in the Bible about being
kind to enemies, it's like heaping coals of fire upon their head. He knew he didn't deserve
such love and fought against it.

Alfred Goodwin was talking to Connie and Jim Nash and the Editor.

New Members (and rejoining)

Mrs P. Adsett, The Warren, Durfold Wood, Plaistow.

Mr D. Bradley, | Mount Pleasant, Angel Street, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs A. Brown, | Westways, Rosemary Lane, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs S. Callingham, Kinrose Hill, Titty Hill, Milland.

Dr. P.J. Dally, Montpelier Cottage, Fox Hill, Petworth.

Mrs H.M. Green, Fastbridge Cottage, Alfold Road, Cranleigh.

Mr and Mrs R.J. Greenhill-Hooper, 'Wilmcote', Angel Street, Petworth.
Mrs J. Highton, Churchgates Farm, Wisborough Green.

Mrs J. Holmes, 125 Glebeiands, Pulborough.

Dr and Mrs C.E. Houghton, Culvercroft, Pound Street, Petworth.
Mrs J. Huddleston, 270 Scarlett Road, 1004, Toronto, Canada.

Mr and Mrs M.J. James, 5 Grove Lane, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs J. Martin, 26 Park Rise, Petworth.

Mrs K. Moore, The Barn House, Tripp Hill, Fittleworth.

Mr and Mrs A. Nicholle, Upperfold, Little Bognor, Fittleworth.
Petworth House Tennis Court, c/o Leconfield Estate Yard, Petworth.
Mr and Mrs B.C. Rich, Chase House, June Lane, Midhurst.

Mrs A.N. Sinclair, 48 Grove Hill Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Mr and Mrs G. Stark, 'Salters', Sutton, Pulborough.

Mr A Turner, 69 Victoria Park, Colwyn Bay, Clywd.

Mr and Mrs A. Walton, 8 Middle Mead, Steyning.

Dr and Mrs D. Wands, Hyfold Cottage, 311G North Street, Petworth.
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