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Autumn ram leas

Walk Leaves Petworth Square at 2.15 p.m. Sunday 5th October
David and Linda's autumn walk.

Meetings: Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 14th October Wednesday 12th November
Tony Douglass Peter Jerrome

Stand and Deliver Us Materials for a
see over page "History of Petworth"

The 7th Garland Memorial The first of two talks
Lecture 1) The period before photography

£1.50 Refreshments, raffle £1.50 Refreshments, raffle

Monday 15th December
Extra special Christmas Show!

The Gilt and Gaslight Theatre Company present:

"When Movies were Movies"

A new musical to celebrate the golden age of cinema.

See our publicity.

Don't forget Petworth Fair November 20th!

Evening classes: Herbert Shiner School : Petworth - Enquiries 01730 - 816683

ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS Tutor Peter Jerrome

This spring there has been a considerable interest in an old question. Is Christianity substantially the creation of St. Paul?
Arecent book by A. N. Wilson put the thesis in sharp focus but is essentially a restatement of an old idea. What was Paul's
relationship to the historical Jesus? Might the true position be slightly more complex than it seems? (Such positions often
are!) Probably a good idea to look at what the Apostle actually said and try to make up our own minds!

Six talks beginning Monday 15th September

IN SEARCH OF THE PSALMISTS Tutor Peter Jerrome

The Psalms are still in regular use for public and private worship but the oldest of them will now be nearly three thousand
years old. Still they seem to speak to us over the gulf of years. The world however has changed immeasurably since they
were written. Why do they still seem relevant? Did David, "the sweet psalmist of Israel," write them all, or none of them?
How have different people reacted to them over the centuries? How do different translations vary and does this make any
difference? Above all, what do we really know about their original setting?

Six talks beginning Monday 3rd November

Nine talks on the history of Petworth begin 12th January




The
Petworth The 7th
Society/ Garland Memorial Lecture

TONY DOUGLASS discusses
a Parson / Highwayman legend
of the 18th Century
Sussex/Surrey borders.

THE LECONFIELD HALL
TUESDAY 14th OCTOBER
(5 7.30pm.

Admission: £1.50.




Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of
the town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history
of the district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and
non-profit making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested
in furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £7.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£8.00 overseas £9.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following;

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 342562) GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585)  GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343461) GU28 0BX
Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, The Cottage, Whitelocks, Sutton
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mrs Julia Edwards, Lord Egremont, Mr lan Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mr D.S. Sneller, Mrs Ros Staker,
Mr J. Taylor, Mr E. Vincent, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr D. Sneller, Mrs Mason, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham,
Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton),
Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mr Vincent (Tillington and River),
Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)

Membership enquiries to Mrs Staker please, Magazine circulation enquires to
Betty Hodson or Bill (Vincent).

Society Town Crier
Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. Itis suggested
that such personal and business cries be made forasmall donation toa charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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Chairman’s Notes

Just a brief note on the autumn programme. We're looking forward to hearing Tony
Douglass on October 14th for the 7th Garland | emorial Lecture. In November I will
give the first of two talks on "Some Aspects of Pet worth History", dealing with the
period before photography. I'll conclude with a second talk (February/March) on the
period from the advent of photography. Don't forget the fair (November 20th) and a
really special Christmas evening (December 15th) with a professional company.

Walks are on the Activities Sheet; you'll see this Summer's walks written up as
usual. The reports take up a certain amount of space but they do seem to interest
members — particularly perhaps those who no longer live locally.

Lastly a reminder that thanks to the hard work of Mr and Mrs Clark of
Rustington, there is a complete breakdown of the Petworth census records for 1841 to
1891 inclusive available for consultation in Petworth Public Library.

Peter 24th July 1997

Re Magazine 88

Dear Peter,

With reference to the mention of 'cue’ in the latest issue of the PSM.

The practice of shoeing oxen in Sussex and most other southern counties was common
up until the turn of the century. However it was by no mean universal in the county,
dependant largely upon the type of soil. Those oxen used on the pliable clay of the Weald
would remain unshod, whilst the harsh flint of the coastal plain and the unforgiving chalk
of the downs necessitated regular visits from the blacksmith. Arthur Young in his
comprehensive survey of Sussex agriculture (1813) notes that Lord Sheffield can keep 18
oxen for the cost of eight horses on his Wealden estate, Young contends that this was partly
due to the savings on the blacksmith's bill.

[ am unable to find any archaic reference to ‘cue’ or 'kew', indeed the Rev. Parish in
his Sussex dialect dictionary (1875) mentions neither word, and whilst Master Fitzherbert's
'Book of Husbandry'(1534) has alengthy discourse on'Whether is better, a plough of horses
or a plough of oxen', once again no hint is given to a provincial name for an ox shoe.

The earliest notice of ‘cue' that  have come across may be found in '"Provincial Words
& Phrases in use in Wiltshire', 1.Y. Akerman (1842). Akerman's definition was later
reprinted in ‘4 Glossary of Provincial Words used in the County of Wiltshire', Dartnell &
Goddard (1894), their definition isas follows - Cue: Anox shoe, only used on flinty grounds.
In 1873 W.P. Williams published ‘Provincial Words & Phrases in use in Somersetshire,
once again only a brief illustration is given - Cue: The shoe of an ox's hoof, oratipona
man's boot. Finally we return to Sussex and more recent times, Helena Hall in her expanded
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and augmented edition of Parish's Dictionary of the Sussex Dialect (1957) chose to not only

list cue but also kew and queue - Queues: (So called because of their shape) Ox-shoes.
Yours etc.

Miles Costello

Flower Festival at St Mary's in the early 1960s. Photograph by G.G. Garland

St Mary’s Flower Festival Petworth
4th to 6th October 1997 inclusive

The Flower Fest.i\-'al is now on target. Sponsorship has gone well; but of course we would
welcome more interested parties! Lord Egremont has been particularly generous and

encouraging and feels that the Flower Festival is an excellent way to mark the 800 year old
link between the town and St Mary's.
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The festival incorporates Harvest Festival services and Lunch on the Sunday. Other events
taking place include a Harvest Market in the Leconfield Hall, a concert in the Church on the
Saturday evening and an organ recital before Choral Evensong on the Sunday. Other plans
are in the pipeline so please do look out for further information.

Ifyou feel like getting involved, there are many areas where your helpwould be deeply
appreciated:

1. Cake baking to include scones and biscuits.

2. Offers of flowers and foliage to use during the festival. Ifanyoneis growing gourds
or marrows, we would welcome offers too.

3. Actually helping to condition the plant material before it is used. This takes place
on Wednesday, Ist October at St. Mary's.

Please contact Marilyn Mountford (344161).

The Friends of Courtlea

Courtlea home for the elderly has been in Petworth since the 1960s. I would imagine that
everyone knows where it is, even if, for some, it may seem a little remote. It shouldn't seem
remote, because it's very much an integral piece of Petworth as an inclusive caring
community. We at Courtlea are very anxious to strengthen and stress Courtlea's importance
in the wider community, as readily identifiable in that community as the Public Library or
the two schools.

To further this aim we have started an informal "Friends of Courtlea" or "Friends of
the Home" and already have some ten or more volunteers. We need more, both to help
residents in various ways, and to extend a greater awareness of the home into the community
atlarge. "Friends" meet forachaton the last Friday evening ofevery othermonthand anyone
is welcome to just look in and see what's going on. We really do want people to look in.
Courtlea isn't a fortress. The Friends are simply a loose organisation of people of all ages
who would like to contribute in some way to Courtlea. There's no standard way, you simply
do what you can and what you'd like to do. The focus at present is on the Coffee Morning
and Bring and Buy Sale held on the last Saturday of the alternate month. The next one will
be in August and then October. It's 10-12 inthe morning and extensively advertised locally.
Tt raises a little money for funds for Courtlea, butequally, and justas important, makes people
aware of Courtlea. It also offers a chance for visitors to come to Courtlea and just have an
awareness of it, especially valuable for someone who's beginning to wonder how much
longer they can manage at home on their own. As you can imagine, there's plenty of scope
for helping with stalls and that again is where "Friends" can be so useful.

Apart from the Coffee Morning, there are innumerable opportunities for volunteers
to lend a hand. Car drivers might occasionally take residents for hospital appointments, or
even give aresidentashortdrive inthe country. It's difficult to exaggerate the stimulus given
to someone who has a chance to see green fields again and made to feel wanted and valued
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by a world outside Courtlea itself. Cars aren't everything though, a Friend can just come in
for an hour and talk to someone, once a month even. That's just as valuable. A pressing
specific need we have at the moment is for someone who can play our little electric organ
occasionally to entertain the residents. Is there someone reading this who could do such a
thing?

Bingo on Tuesday afternoons is very much an open house. We like to bring in as many
players from outside Courtlea as we can. Again there's a need for helpers. Not all the
residents can read their numbers without help. Keeping open house again enables elderly
people who are thinking about Courtlea to familiarise themselves with their possible new
surroundings at their own pace. -

On a broader front than the Friends, we'd like to make everyone aware of Courtlea as
aprecious Petworth resource. Don't forget its continuing and crucial role as a help for carers.
Elderly people can come in for a short stay to give carers a rest, or come in just for the day
or part of the day to give carers a day out or simply the chance to keep an important
appointment. Courtlea can also help those clinging to their own independence a chance to
come in for a week or two, relax, recharge their batteries then come out and start again. If
people can stay at home, they are encouraged to do so and Courtlea can be a great help in
this. As manager it's not my job to arrange admissions but if I'm contacted I can quickly put
anyone in touch with the appropriate person.

One final point I'd like to make. Don't forget Courtlea's crucial role as a resource for
local people. All residents come basically from Petworth or the outlying villages like
Wisborough Green or Loxwood. We don't normally cater for people outside the area.
Courtlea is precious to Petworth, please think carefully about how you can help us, not just
to keep, but also to develop a tradition of caring.

Anna Seago was talking to the Editor
Anna can be contacted on 342717,

The Peter, Philip (and Ian!) Show

As usual, the 23rd Annual General Meeting dealt with formalities quickly, albeit with due
attention to detail and courtesy. The Committee was re-elected (althoughan infusion of new
blood will be needed before long - say, within the next ten years or so!) and the financial
situation was reported as excellent - no rise in subscriptions this year,

Then came the interesting bits. First, the Chairman's Report, traditionally woven
around slides of the year's activities, most of which seemed to include food, recorded by Ian
Godsmark and David Wort. There were the walks around Iping, Stedham, Pulborough,
Burpham, South Stoke, River and Ambersham, visits to Frith Hill and Lodge, Fittleworth
Grange and Bookham Commons; the display for the County Record Office Road Show
staged in the Leconfield Hall and the Christmas Evening. The Society was particularly
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With the Petworth Society at Chillinghurst May 11th.

Photograph by lan Godsmark.

grateful to Mrs Ann Bradley for arranging the display and for her other stage arrangements
atmonthly meetings. Peter had earlier referred to the 300 postal subscribers whose link with
Petworth was through the Magazine. There were also those who enjoyed the Magazine,
which was passed on to them, but did not join the Society, which was a pity. The Society's
wide appeal and large membership meant that there was always a good response to the
various events. The Society exists for members to take out of it whatever they choose.

The second bit, even more interesting since most people only needed reminding of the

Society's doings, but very few had first hand, or any knowledge of one of Africa's smallest
countries, once known as Nyassaland, was Philip Hounsham's presentation of Malawi, 'the
warm heart of Africa’.
Philip took us on two imaginary journeys: the first by cargo/passenger steamer along the
365 mile length of Lake Malawi. There was the commercial activity at the ports, there were
settlements reached only by boat, the backdrop of mountains often in the distance and
sometimes sheer cliffs rising from the water's edge, and the memorable dawns witha glowing
sun coming up through the mist over the lake.

The second journey was inland by road, more often than not, a dirt track and a tortuous
route up into the mountains. Here were rapids and waterfalls; jacarandas, bougainvillaea
and giant poinsettias, and crops. Malawi is an agricultural country with no mineral resources.
There was tobacco, tea, sugar, groundnuts and vast pine forest plantations, but none of it,
apparently, able to sustain an economy capable of raising the country above Third World
status. Colonised by the Bantu in the Ist century A.D., the Arab slave traders established
routes through Malawi, but the country was effectively discovered and explored for
Europeans in 1859 by David Livingstone. Blantyre, the capital, is named after his Scottish
birthplace. So the missionary influence has been powerful over the last hundred years. The
people are hard-working and reliable and are found throughout Africa in responsible posts.

A chance remark at a Committee meeting had resulted in a most interesting evening,
backed with an amazing display of artefacts, photographs and posters. Here was a country
waiting, if not entirely ready, to receive tourists. Philip could have started taking bookings

that evening!
KCT

David and Linda’s Stag Park Walk
May 11th

Inat Limbo Lodge, David quickly pointing out a nuthatch nest in an oak. The nest had been
started by a spotted woodpecker apparently but the nuthatch had taken it over. David said
we might see the buzzards if we were watchful but in fact we didn't. Down the broad, hard
military road with the greenness of early spring on either side. Bugle already in dull full blue
flower, dogs mercury, young bracken and wood spurge. Off the public footpath and away

PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.89 7













Museum. They tend to arrive in groups of three of four, surprised to find their friends have
hiton the same idea. "Just like Granny's house at Battersea, except for the polished lino. She
used to walk everywhere in stockinged feet, even on the stairs!" I'm glad we don't have lino
on the stairs at 346. Realism isn't everything.

Sitting downstairs
by the dead fire. The
hiss of the gas lamps, the
scarlet patchesintherag
rug. Today the incessant
rain seems to have
seeped into the very
spirit of the garden. It
needs a touch of sun to
lift it. The angelica's a
tower blown crazily to
one side. The white
poppy heads are
shattered and blown,
even the rangy old-
fashioned phlox are
weary of the endless
battle with the elements.
The golden marjoram
triumphs  in  all
conditions and will need
tobe cutback. Thehemp
nettle too, confined as it
istoasmall brick border,
is like some rebellious
barbarian army. It needs watching. Ann likes it for decoration. Dark clouds, the clock ticks
away, the sound of laughter upstairs. Valerian looks tired in the window vase, sweet peas
and coreopsis less so. In the garden you can hear the sound of rehearsal for the National Trust
concerl in the park. It hasn't actually rained this afternoon - yet!

A knock at the door, some more from the Doll House outing and a French family.
Father, mother, two grandparents and a young daughter. The husband and wife have good
English, the others less so. The occasional French word or sentence helps. French people
don't seem very au fait with coppers - I'm not even sure there's a French word for it. 1 explain
that the copper really looks too new, as so often echoing Agnes Phelan's visit. How many
times one comes back to 1919 and Agnes and Mrs Cummings' two granddaughters spending
a sunlit fortnight in the country. Sunlit at any rate it now seems in retrospect. Plate rack I
always remember, "l'égouttoire”, one of those useless pieces of information that stick.

Explaining the garden's mix of vegetables and flowers, the bright, attractive leaves
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and stems of ruby chard, the green
shallot shoots just beginning to
flatten. Steve's Victoria Cross
poppy, sure enough the open petals
do show an enormous mauve cross.
Appropriate enough given the
Crimean echoes in the cottage. Sage
leaves are motionless in clay pots
under a sullen day. The "larvae"
wiggle in the water butt. [ had
watched them as a child in another
such butt, and, unprompted,
someone earlier in the afternoon
had said exactly the same. The
cottage is part of a communal
memory, coppers, water butts,
shallots, the smell of gas, exhausted
fumes .....

The same old explanations
but fresh foreach visitor. Thekitchen
would have been darker then than
now, The insistence that running
water would be new in 1912. Flor-
ence Rapley wrote of it being laid
on at Heath End in 1911. Mrs
Cummings, a lady as religious as
Florence, if less articulate, and of a
different religious persuasion. Mrs
Cummings as an Irish Catholic in
early century Petworth, a sojourner
in a strange land. Sixty years in
Petworth and still a sojourner. A solitary lady Agnes thought. Quiet dark evenings at 346,
no television. A cliché of course but truth is often hackneyed. How much we don't know,
shall never know, and perhaps have no right to know.

P,

The day Arthur Hill foiled a mail robbery

A horse-drawn Royal crested mail van lurched through the winter night 60 years ago as the
driver gently cursed the horse and urged it to put on haste for Petworth.
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Ebernoe Furnace Pond

1) General Observations

As I remember it was summer 1962 and it all began with the Fishing Club, whether
it was, as I think, the old Kirdford Angling Club, or, at that time, the Fernhurst Club. They
fished the Furnace Pond under licence from the Leconfield Estate, which of course, were then
the owners of Ebernoe. Lord Leconfield had bought the old Peachey Estate in 1912,
excepting Ebernoe House, which he had not wanted. The anglers were worried that there
was not going to be enough water left in the pond for fish to survive. The culprit was the
oldbrick overflow or spillway, damaged now by erosion and leaking badly. The old spillway
was in such poor condition that the pond was slowly emptying. Such fish as there were,
mainly carp, with possibly a few eels and some roach and rudd, were not likely to survive
much longer. The anglers,who also had fishing rights at Wassell Mill, were convinced that
without some action Furnace, the old iron-working pond on Ebernoe Common, would
disappear. It was already choked with reed and would soon become clogged with smelly,
dangerous mud.

Feeling at Ebernoe was that the Furnace Pond was an amenity that the community had
grown up with, very much a part of the Ebernoe heritage and tradition and the only pond of
its type left in the Ebernoe area. Wassell and Colhook ponds had already been drained.
Furnace is shown on Treswell's 1610 Petworth Estate map. It is to an extent artificial in that
streams have been dammed to create a pond whose waters, carried over an angled launder
or "flume", could be used to drive a water-wheel. This wheel would in turn drive the bellows
atthe adjacent furnace. Ore smelted here would berefined at the Wassell Mill forge. Another
local furnace was at Roundwick.

The Fishing Club wrote to Mr Shelley, the then land agent to the Leconfield Estate.
As it happened Mr Shelley was a member of the Sussex River Authority, he may even have
been on the Board. Furnace Pond lies on a tributary of the Kird, the River Authority having
responsibility as far as Hoebridge the other side of Wassell Mill. Mr Shelley asked the River
Authority for assistance. A Mr Garland was in charge at this time and he was most helpful.
The position was that if Ebernoe people wanted to save the pond and were willing to help
with labour, then the River Authority would back them. So, of course, would the Leconfield
Estate. [t was however made quite clear that nothing would be done if the people of Ebernoe
were not prepared to help themselves. It would be for the anglers and Ebernoe residents
actually to reconstruct the old spillway. And so the workers got together, Ebernoe people,
anglers and other supporters from the local area. Everyone felt something had to be done.
If it were not, the Furnace Pond would become a bog. In its ruined condition the spillway
would, during flood periods, allow everything to be carried away. Furnace then would
clearly cease to support the wild life of a pond. Degenerated into a marsh, it would simply
be a hunting ground for vermin of all sorts, squirrels, foxes, stoats and weasels. A pond is,
after all, in some ways a protected environment. There would be no more frogs. With no
fish there would be no kingfishers, no deer would come down to a bog to drink, nor owls fly
low over the surface of the water.
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AUGUST, 1962

13 MONDAY (225—140)

Grouse Shooting begins
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Ebernoe Furnace Pond.
(Top) Jumbo's diary note of the first stage of the work (1962).
(Bottom) Water levels in feet and inches in January 1969. Lengths in feet on right.
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Lady Le

I was put in charge. The agreement was simple and clear, if Ebernoe and the anglers
provided the labour: the Leconfield Estate would provide the material: sand, gravel and
cement, transport, wheelbarrows, and the use of a concrete mixer. For their part the Sussex
River Authority undertook to drive on the pond side, right across the breach in the banks on
either side of the spillway, a single row of interlocking steel piles which would stabilise the
bank and protect the works behind. These sheets would be driven in with a compressor. It
was a summer night, the River Authority had done what they had promised, we had a
complete load of sand and gravel and fifteen hundredweight of cement. It was more than
anevening's work and the spillway was reconstructed behind the protective steel sheets. We
had already put some rubble in to help make the concrete go further using parts of the old
spillway. Those who helped were given a letter entitling them to fish in the pond.

What damages a pond if the spillway is in order? Afterall, there's nothing wrong with
the reconstructed spillway after thirty five years or more, yet the Furnace Pond is clearly
deteriorating. Onereasonismoles. Asthe pond level sinksin the summer they burrow deeper
into the clay side looking for the worms that are themselves moving lower with the retreating
moisture. A sudden flood will accentuate the damage. During the summer the exposed clay
surface can crack and the ground open up. If there is autumn rain of any consequence before
the cracks have a change to contract naturally, they will tend not to heal soon enough.
Decayed tree roots can also be a fruitful source of damage, acting rather as impromptu water
channels. It was normal practice on the Leconfield Estate for Mr Allison to make an annual
survey of all ponds, including, of course, Furnace, and to record his findings. Thereisa good
deal of such documentation surviving now at Petworth. Ponds would be repaired as
necessary. It's the embankment that is most at risk, there are few ponds like the Upper Lake
in Petworth Park where the embankment is so large and has such a thick clay core that it is
relatively impervious to attack by moles.

Bulrushes serve no real purpose in a pond except for nesting birds, they also take
oxygen from the water, over a period making the pond stagnate. The sedge that is in such
abundance at Furnace Pond now is much the same. It serves little useful purpose and is
beginning to take over. The problem with cleaning out any pond is always: what do you
do with the sediment and waste vegetation when you've hauled it all out? One solution is
to drain the water and let the pond dry out. In this way the volume of spoil can reduce by
up to 60% by evaporation. The spoil can be useful if it is mixed with lime to sweeten it -
or ploughed in but there is of course the problem of transporting it. In the case of excavation
and removal a machine can operate on timber or steel roller mats laid on the muddy bottom.
[fthe pond is to be entirely drained, it's helpful to dig shallow main and herringbone drainage
ditches on the surface.

2) At the pond side
(a) At the embankment

The steps were there but unstable when we repaired the spillway in 1962. We came
round from the side with the cement and sand. There was a lot more weed then than there

is now, but of course across the pond head the water level was lower. What fish were left
often had their dorsal fins poking out of the water. At this embankment end the water looks
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fairly clear but it is of course (mid-April) very early in the year. The sedge reed won't help
the pond at all, it creates a treacly black sludge underneath the roots, although it can feed
on foul water and over a period even pass out clear water.

Taking a boat on to Furnace Pond in 1937

Here's the spillway and the steel sheets that the River Board put in. There's nothing
wrong with the spillway: the pond must be losing water through lack of inspection and repair
to the banks, summer evaporation and trees sucking water from it. Levels could be helped
to some extent by use of the wooden board that goes across the mouth of the spillway. You
can see the places where it fits but there's no sign of it. Ifitwere in position at the appropriate
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times of the year it would raise the current level a good nine inches. The sedge, the alders
and the water-lily are all draining the pond of oxygen and of water. Glasshouse Pond in Stag
Park isn't a lot smaller than this and is in many ways very similar. Luff's Pond in Stag Park
is bigger than this and was drained and cleared out. The plants came back as if by magic.
Furnace isn't a huge pond - certainly not more than three million gallons if it were full and
it's far from that. It wouldn't fall within the terms of the Reservoir Act for ponds in excess
of five million gallons: the Lower and Upper Lakes in Petworth Park, Lurgashall Mill Pond
and the pond in River Park do fall into this category.
2) At the pond side
(b) At the north/north west side

Yes, it's terribly low on this north side, only approachable from private land at Hells
Corner and the field by Warren Cottage. If the pond were to be cleared the spoil would
probably need to come out this way. There's a track here of sorts - probably the Holden
Brothers' animals from Willand used it.

Jumbo Taylor was talking to the Editor.

Editor's note.

This article was prepared in response to a suggestion at Ebernoe Parish Council that
the reinstatement of Ebernoe Furnace Pond might be a suitable Millennium project. The
matter remains under discussion with the Sussex Trust for Nature Conservation who own the
pond. Early indications are that the proposed work would be very expensive. The Sussex
Trust were due to explain their future plans for the whole reserve at a meeting at Ebernoe on
July 31st.

(23rd July 1997).

Aunt Alice's toast and other matters

Blackberries

If you were stung by a wasp, the remedy was to rub onion juice into the sting. This
would take all the painaway. Every time I wentblackberrying I'd carry an onioninmy pocket.
When I was a girl at Kirdford I pushed baby down to the Common to pick blackberries. Baby
was still in the pram and I couldn't have been any age. As I put the blackberries into the jam-
jar I'd give the odd one to baby. One hadawasp onit. Itstung baby on the lips and they began
toswell. There was I, down at the end of Great Common with the baby screaming and finding
it difficult to breathe. His whole face seemed to be swelling at once. 1 was terrified and set
off for home as fast as my legs could carry me. Mother brought the swelling down with a
knob of blue, the same that was used for rinsing clothes.
Dock root tea

Docks are bitter and it was usual with the "tea" made of boiled dock roots to add
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seems to be articles on old Petworth from the pen of Lady Maxse." Looked at from a
perspective of over seventy years, this seemsa fair appraisal, Mary Maxse's articles still read
well. A sign of autumn was Miss Mayne's advice to make notes of attractive varieties and
colour schemes for use next year. Advertising was still at pre-war prices, 10/6d. a year for
a small space, a guinea for a larger one, but the Magazine was still losing money, less than
before, but still losing. Mr Powell would have been aware too that his supply of articles was
precarious. One solution was to reprint from other sources, often from the Times; it may
well be that Colonel Maude, later to found the Petworth Society, who worked at the Times,
placed occasional material. An early example is an article about Ken Wood at Hampstead
reflecting the spoliation of the landscape by paper (greasy and otherwise), and cigarette
boxes, also the ruthless grubbing from the earth of primrose roots, daffodil and bluebell
bulbs, ferns and foxgloves, "carried off in reckless triumph". The article could certainly
easily be transposed into a Petworth context.

The Parish Magazine had always been a notice board for organisations like the
Women's Institute and indeed its beginning in 1884 owed a great deal to the urging of Mrs
Upton's Mothers' Union. InJanuary 1926 the W_1. report laments adisappointing attendance
of 86 members out of a nominal 174. Had a change of date contributed to this? That was
the only thing the reporter could think of. Miss Mayne was into another year of gardening
notes, advising the early season manuring of rose beds, raspberries and loganberries but
clearly facing the perennial difficulty of the gardening writer - how not to repeat last year's
advice in the same words.

The three ancient cemeteries, Bartons, churchyard and Horsham Road were in poor
repair and the suggested solution was voluntary working parties on Saturday afternoons.
Even in those relaxed days, it was always going to be difficult although a start was made.
A fire at Woods, the builder in Angel Street, gives a sudden insight into an older Petworth,
£45 being collected by public subscription to buy the workers the tools they had lost in the
fire, other firms in the town making significant contributions. The Mothers’ Union acted a
version of the Pilgrim's Progress in the Iron Room and for Lady Day were exhorted to
"consider it an obligation to attend one of the services in church, whether at 7, 8 or 10.30".
The Rectory Féte suffered at the hands of the weather, the stalls being forced to retreat into
the Rectory itself, the drawing-room accommodating the Band and the kitchen hosting the
Hoop-la "for the first and last time". The Flower Stall had to brave the elements and remain
inthe garden. It may be that this experience as muchas the lack ofacurate induced Mr Powell
to avoid having an annual féte if he could possibly do so.

Despite the glowing report of the Sunday School outing to Bognor the previous year,
it was decided to take the children to London Zoo for 1926. There were fewer children this
year and the spectre of the weather hung heavily. "What can the children do at the sea-side
in torrents of rain?"", asked the Parish Magazine. Atleastthey could take shelter at the zoo,
even if they spent the afternoon studying the monkeys! 130 travelled, one small boy being
lost and asking a policeman the way home to Fittleworth, ended up at the Police Station where
he was eventually recovered by the Rector. Traffic between Petworth and London was by
no means all one way. Mrs Mant's jumble sale raised £25.10 for the Pearson Fresh Air Fund,
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Christmas at Petworth House 1925.

L-R Masters Mark, John and Henry Wyndham and Miss Ursula Wyndham.

A photograph by George Garland. (See "Get out Henry!").




Mr Arthur Hill with the cosh which he used to carry on the old horse-drawn
Petworth/Pulborough mail van,

See "The day Arthur Hill foiled a mail robbery",

Photograph by George Garland (1964).

enabling 300 children to have a day in the country, and a lucky six to have a fortnight.
Petworth itself entertained a large party of children from the poorest parts of London for a
day in the country.

Litter was very much on the mind of the Magazine editors, and readers were exhorted
to use the wire baskets put up by the Parish Council at each turn-stile on to the "Hills" or
“Terrace". People might then enjoy the view without it being obscured by blowing paper,
fruit skins, or cigarette boxes. The W.1. offered prizes of 3, 4 or 5 shillings for the three best
papers written by members on "Where litter comes from and how we may prevent it". The
Rector's great interest were the Bethlehem Tableaux put on over Christmas and in the
Rector's own words "no ordinary theatricals but an act of devotion to our Lord". The form
was an appropriate carol or hymn, the reading of the Gospel, and then atableau of the relevant
scene.

Litter remained very much a preoccupation in 1927, Mary Maxse beginning with an
aristocrat's view in January. She recalled earlier days in Scotland when fishing parties put
their lunch wrappings back into their pockets rather than sully the riverbank with them.
Nearer home she could speak from her own experience of four cottages near her home at
Little Bognor. The cottages simply dropped all their rubbish into the stream that flowed at
the bottom of her garden. She witnessed a constant procession of old tins, pots and cigarette
wrappers and even the occasional dead cat or dog. Even worse was to come. In February
the Magazine laments, "It seems strange and sad that in these days hooliganism should still
break out in Petworth when so much is done by willing helpers to fill in the spare time of
boys and lads with scouts and cubs and lads' institute and football clubs etc. It seems extra
unnecessary that they should spend their time in destroying the seats that have been put up
by public subscription many years ago for the pleasure and comfort of the townsfolk..." In
December when Major Bavin had an audience of some 300 people in the Iron Room for a
lecture on community singing, the Magazine reported, "One steward was unable to enjoy the
evening as he had to spend all the time outside trying to cope with unruly lads and girls who
tried to spoil everyone's pleasure. When will this hooligan element in Petworth cease?"

On church matters, repairs to the steeple having been accomplished, Mr Powell could
report, "It is a wonderful blessing to know that our steeple is again safe and should last the
lifetime of every adult in the parish". Not, as it turned out, one of Mr Powell's more inspired
forecasts. He hoped that £400 outstanding could be raised by donations rather than a fund-
raising event. The Prayer Book controversy was occupying the church at large, "Everyone
is of course discussing it with some or lesser degree of knowledge". It was an index of the
concern that when in July 1928 a decision was made, Mr Powell could congratulate the
B.B.C. on having closed down after the announcement of the Prayer Book measure. "It must
have impressed on careless folk the importance of the momentous decisionand whatitmeans
for the church in our country."

Advertising was still hard to come by, the main reason probably for the Magazine still
not paying its way. My copy for August 1928 has recipes, bakewell, apple batter pudding,
jam sponge, written in pencil into the abundant empty advertising panels. The supply of
articles too is sporadic at this time. Mr Streeter had taken over the gardening notes in 1927
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Mrs P, Bruce, Brookside House, Northchapel, Petworth, GU28 9EM.

Mrs B. Cunningham, Treve Cottage, River Common, Petworth, GU28 9BH.

Mr and Mrs W. Earney, 9, Guillards Oak, Midhurst, GU29 9JZ.

Mr 1.J. Flanigan, 6, Furze Road, Rudgwick, Horsham, RH12 3ES.

Mrs. J. Rhodes, 108, Woodlands Road, Hull, East Yorkshire, HU5 SEE.

Mrs A. Wooldridge, Rickmans, Plaistow, Billingshurst, RH14 ONT.

Mr and Mrs C. Adsett, Honeysuckle Cottage, 4, Greengates, Lurgashall, Petworth,
GU28 9ES.

Canon and Mrs C.D. Biddell, 3, Park Terrace, Tillington, Petworth.

Mrs R. Collins, 4, Allfreys Wharf, Pulborough, RH20 2BN.

Mr and Mrs R. Ellks, 4, Chilcrofts Cottages, Kingsley Green, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27

SIS,

Gillian Duffield and Peter Pesterfield, 2, New Street, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs J. Fooks, 96, Glebelands, Pulborough.

Mr and Mrs Haines, 12, Allfreys Wharf, Pulborough, RH20 2BN.

Mrs M. and Miss R. Hardwick, Stable Cottage, Heath End, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs Harber, 21, Orchard Close, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs Huke, 12, Sheepdown Close, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs J.E. Hunt, 6, Bushfield, Plaistow, Billingshurst, RH14 0AF.

Mrs [.M. Hyde, Corner House, Bury, Pulborough, RH20 IPF.

Mrs P. Manuel, 19, Orchard Close, Petworth.

Mr S. Orwell, Orchard Cottage, Bignor, Pulborough, RH20 1PQ.

Mrs E. Peacock, 32, Hampers Green, Petworth.

Mrs Pidcock, Heatherlands, Bracken Lane, Storrington, RH20 3HS.

Mr and Mrs P. Prowse, Gamel House, Kirdford, Billingshurst, RH14 OLU.

Mrs R.G. Ramsey-Rae, Little Wakestone, Bedham, Fittleworth, Pulborough, RH20 1JR.

Mr N.F. Rush, Killinghurst House, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 2EL.

Mrs G. Taylor, 3, High Street, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs E. Wallis, 45, Sheepdown Drive, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs G. Stannard, Twinnies, Beetlehook Common, Kirdford, Billingshurst,
RH14 0JS.

Mrs R.L. Wilson, The Grove House, Little Bognor, Fittleworth, Pulborough, RH20 1JT.

Mrs M.L. Rolls, 47 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs Wooldridge, Common House, Plaistow, Billingshurst.

Mr and Mrs Leathers, "Oldhams", Fox Hill, Petworth.

Mrs P. Kingsley, Chapel House, 97, Main Road, Danbury, Essex.

Miss P. Turner, 6, Butts Meadow, Wisborough Green.

Mr P.J. Williams, Old Post Office, Duncton.
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