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Northchapel - A Parish History -
by Pamela Bruce

The millennium produced a flurry of local history activity, probably of somewhat varying
quality. Northchapel - A Parish History by Pamela (Pam) Bruce, one of our members, is one
product of this flurry of activity and a very worthwhile one indeed. Pam had the advantages
and disadvantages of a clean sheet, there is very little published on Northchapel, but there is
the feeling of exploring, pioneering even, in quite uncharted territory and she has come up
with some very interesting things.

After a briefreview of medieval and later Northchapel, Pam groups her book by subject
chapters and the approach serves her well. First come the various crafts and trades, with
particular reference to Colhook and Fisher Street. I was particularly interested to read of the
cylinder factory at Fisher Street and of the famous boxing match held there under the aegis
of the entrepreneurial Mr Stovald the Petworth banker. 1 liked too the completely new material
on the early nineteenth century church at Northchapel. Robert Witherby's marvellous
photographs from the 1860s are a strong point and Pam wisely makes full use of them. The
Northchapel "Cokelers' or Dependants receive their due meed of attention - what history
could ignore them? The section on school is vivid and incorporates the memories of local
people, a pleasing feature of the later part of the book. Chapters on the period between the
wars and 1939-1945 and after conclude, neatly dovetailing the memories of present inhabit-
ants into a continuing pattern but doing justice to Northchapel's progress into a different,
modern, world. Priced at £9 and profusely illustrated, the book published under the auspices
of Northchapel Parish Council is a credit to the author and the village it so feelingly portrays.

Peter

A view of Edwardian Lurgashall

We print here the first chapter of H.S. Roots' marvellous evocation of Edwardian Lurgashall
which is being published by the Window Press at the end of October. It is something [ have
wanted to do for years. H.S. Roots came to Lurgashall in 1899 at the age of four, his father
having been appointed headmaster of the village school. He left in 1908 effectively never to
come back, He wrote his memoir of the village as he had known it as a boy after he had retired
from a distinguished career in education and service in two world wars.

The stiff paperback will be printed in a run of some two hundred unnumbered copies,
have a short introduction and several key photographs to accompany the text. I will introduce
the book in Petworth at the Leconfield Hall on Saturday November 4th with a slide show
featuring the Lodsworth, Lickfold, River area and give other local talks still to be arranged.
If you would like to order a copy prior to publication please see Activities Sheet.

Peter
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One of H.S. Roots' last impressions of Lurgashall. He left in 1908.

This photograph by Walter Kevis was taken in July 1907. It shows workmen on the church
steeple. See "A view of Edwardian Lurgashall.”













. Red Lion (Just to confuse matters this is not the public house
where Doug Dean was mine host).

HOW WELL

. Running Horse (Situated next to a North St. hospital, a Peacock

with a funereal vocation once lived here).

9. Trowel (4 well known Petworth M.B.E resides here).

10.Trap (Not a stone's throw from the workhouse this old inn is still
in business and was once known locally as ‘Vinsons”).

11.Crown ( Formerly both in Lombard St. & Church St. but sadly
now in neither. The last remaining part of this ancient inn was
destroyed in the famous ‘Remnants’ Fire').

CAN YOU IDENTIFY THE SITES OF THE e ‘
FOLLOWING INNS & PUBLIC HOUSES ? M P Nammgg) | The Great White Hart

( Now an old established

business in the Market

. _ Square where you may

. Bull (Still a pub though you may have to look to the heavens for Py g f!;: E‘hif-‘;; ?Tytf”;ﬁﬂ om
the name of this one). g e e | buu!‘gs}u 5 10 lig,

. Fighting Cocks (Under another name this ‘pub’ closed in 1939.
Older Petworth residents may remember the quoits pitch in the

garden. Acknowledgement.

) Some Petworth Inns and Alehouses by Miss GM.A Beck was used as a primary
. Fox & Hounds (Near to the ‘Grove’ and handy for the House of source of material for the questions,

Correction, the present name of this property appears to have a |
royal connotation). Miles C.

. George (Clad in a fine wisteria this ancient hostelry is still
recorded in the house name).

. Little White Hart (Over the years the name of several Petworth
‘pubs’, and if you can guess where this one stood you will be

entitled to blow your own TRUMPet).

. Half Moon ( [ 'd bank on it being in the Market Square).
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PHONE: = TELEGRAMS:
280 MAYFAIR, PATRONISED BY ms MAJESTY THE KING. TRIOMPHE, LONDON.

CLIFFORD ESSEX & SON,

154 GRAFTON STREET,
NEW BOND STREET, W.L

FOR 23 YEARS THE RESIDENCE OF SIR HENRY IRVING, ABOVE ASPREYH)

DANCE BANDS.

PARTNRES -
W, J, CLIFFORD 108K
A. CLIFFORD MSSEX.

lMasersy O01ifford Tsscx present thelr
compliments to Lady Leconsfield, and beg te
confilrm the engagement of a Band of 6, booked by
Lady Warrender,for hser Ladyship's Dance on
Jamary 3rd at Petworth House, Petworth, Sussex,
at 10,0 o'clock, at a fee of 26 gulneas, and expsnses,
The fee covers 5 hours' playing, after vhich time
by the rales of the Orchestral Associatlon it becomes
overtime, and is charged at the rate of one gulnea per

hour per artist,

Lady Leconsfisld,

(. CLIFFORD ESSEX' Bands are admittedly the Best in London.

Lady Leconfield as hostess (1920). A letter from Clifford Essex and Son.

Violet Leconfield in June 1928. Signed photograph by Russell and Sons of Southsea.
Courtesy of Lord Egremont. See "Petworth Personalities (3)."

Courtesy of Mrs Audrey Seldon. See "Petworth Personalities (3)."




Ernest Henry Ayling.
(See "From Limbo to the North-West Frontier..."

friend had checked the 1891 census on the Internet. In that year my grandfather was 33 and
my grandmother 28. He had been born at Westhampnett near Chichester.

Coming to Petworth was all very well but what then on a bleak wet April day? We'd
gotaweek. Atfirst Petworth seemed ratherdistant but it turned out to be a friendly, welcoming
place. A look in St Mary's churchyard revealed nothing, while directions to other cemeteries
leftus simply bewildered. Limbo didn't yield any secrets either. Grandfather after all had been
dead sixty years and more. We went to Morning Service at St Mary's: a lady sidesman said
she had taught a number of Aylings in her time but it's not an uncommon name in this part of
Sussex. Had we spoken to Peter Jerrome and the Petworth Society? The Rector also
suggested Peter and perhaps Duncan Brand at Hampers Green. Given that my grandmother's
name we knew to be Alice Sadler, Clare Sadler thought her grandmother Phyl might know
something. Phyl was very interested and would have a think. Was I related to "Winkle"
Ayling the celebrated "bun king'" at Lurgashall? I'd no idea. It didn't seem right to trouble
Peter Jerrome on a Sunday so we left it to ring the next day.

Talking to Peter in the morning there seemed at least a chink of light. Had we ever heard
of "Yankee" Ayling? No. He rang up a lady called Barbara at Headley Down, strangely
enough she had been at Peter's on the Sunday. If we had been less anxious about calling on
a Sunday we would have seen her! Her grandfather was Yankee Ayling and, yes, Yankee's
Christian names were William Myrtle. No, said Barbara, she didn't know the significance of
Myrtle either.

Other than my sister and, of course, my parents, Barbara was the first blood relative 1
had met. She was my first cousin. A trip to Headley Down quickly followed. Barbara had
my parents' wedding photograph and another of a group with witnesses. She knew my father
as Uncle Ernie and said that he had been her favourite uncle but she was only a girl when he
would come to visit at Fernhurst where she had been brought up. It would be the late 1920s
orearly 1930s. She had since lost touch. She told me the names of Yankee's twelve children,
(athirteenth had died in infancy), but she didn't know the order. There was Jack, Toby, Nellie,
Lily, Rose, Joe, Dorothy, Ernest (my father), Peter, Walter, Daisy (Barbara's mother), and
Polly. Jack went to build railways in Africa, retired and lived at Fishbourne. Toby became
a private detective in Australia, Nellie had married a Royal Engineer from Longmoor Camp
near Bordon. Lily lived at Crawley, Peter had been in the Metropolitan Police and retired early
with tuberculosis. He lived at Ewell. A check with Miles Costello's Name Index to the
Petworth Society Magazine elicited that a Walter Ayling had worked for Mr Davidson in the
early-mid 1920s at what would later become the International Stores (now Somerfields). He
had gone away to join the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Harry Howard had recalled him
vividly, (PSM 70 page 36). Rose, the eldest child, had stayed at home, didn't marry, and when
my grandfather Ayling died, had moved into Somerset Hospital in North Street. Perhaps
someone will remember her. Daisy, Barbara's mother, had married and lived at Fernhurst. Of
Polly, Joe and Dorothy Barbara had no knowledge. Barbara noted that I have the bushy
"Ayling" eyebrows, apparently a family characteristic. She remembered "Yankee" quite
vividly and her reflections are to be found in PSM 29 together with a photograph of Yankee
and his donkey. As to the nickname '""Yankee' she was as much in the dark as anyone else.
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"My solitary memory of Lady Leconfield is indelibly connected with scrubbing the
floor. Her ladyship came into the kitchen looking for Mr Grant (the chef). I was on my knees
scrubbing, and, never having seen her ladyship before, had no idea who she was. Could I tell
her where Mr Grant was? [ had to say that I didn't know. AsIhad noidea who she was, [ didn't
address her as ""Your Ladyship". She justlooked at me and said, "Do you scruball this?" When
[replied, "Yes" - she said, "Oh dear, poor little thing". I can remember it to this day. Mr Grant
later told me, 'that was Lady Leconfield, you know"".

How is this to be interpreted at a remove of over sixty years? Is her ladyship being
supercilious? Nothing we know otherwise would suggest this. We might guess at a genuine
bewilderment born of riding rigid social and economic divisions over which she had no control.

Sid Scriven (PSM 31) recalled how, for the 1937 Coronation her ladyship had a
temporary farmyard constructed outside Petworth House. Floodlights would be switched on
and house guests as they came out on the terrace, would find themselves transported into a
farm, white animals were chosen as far as possible but the mule's long ears had to be whitened.
"He looked most peculiar with his illuminated ears but of course the paint was only on his
outside fur and came off very quickly when it was all over." Sid thought the idea had
originated at another big country house, but the incident is areminder that as chatelaine of one
of the great houses in England, entertaining house guests was very much a part of Lady
Leconfield's life.

Stan Collins (PSM 42) recalls her ladyship's "warm and entertaining speech” at the
opening of the Regal Cinema in the Tillington Road in that same Coronation year. Lady
Leconfield had done virtually no public speaking before she came to Petworth but became a
popular speaker at Women's Institute meetings, fétes and other occasions.

PSM 68 gives an account of her negotiations, through her friend Lady Max Muller, to
bring a new Sanctus Bell from Poland to St Mary's Church. Originally cast at Jaroslavl in
Russia, itis "of all Sussex bells the furthest from its national home''. As incumbentat Petworth
House, Lady Leconfield would be a member of a close-knit aristocratic social network. Her
friendship with Lady Mond would help to bring the Imperial War Museum collection to
Petworth for her great féte of August 1918 (PSM 97).

More direct perhaps are recollections of kindnesses done, many now long forgotten.
My mother once told me of how, after she had been ill as a child, Lady Leconfield suddenly
appeared at Somerset Lodge with a bird in a cage for her. Recently Vic Reed (PSM 98)
recalled the trouble her ladyship took when a fall on a frozen Petworth Park lake left him with
a diseased hip, while only in the last Magazine (100) Audrey Seldon recalled how a chance
meeting in a London hospital would lead to three generations of the Burge family (who had
no previous connection with Petworth) visiting Petworth for an annual holiday at Lady
Leconfield's expense. It may be that such memories are Lady Leconfield’s most tangible
legacy today. Of course the lady at the Great House was expected todispense such kindnesses,
of course there was the money to do it, of course Henry Whitcomb and the Estate Office would
sift the wheat from the chaff as regards more formal applications, arrange for trains and
finance, buy a new suit for an invalid boy going away to a special school, see he had a label
round his neck for the long train journey, arrange for another child to go to the Cottage Hospital
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See "Once more the "C.D.N."....
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This ancient alehouse in Pound Street has been the home of Peter Jerrome for many years.
The Masons' Arms (now The Stonemasons) at the bottom of North Street.

I'1. Opposite the parish church this ancient inn stood on the site of the former premises of
E. Streeter and Daughter at the top of Lombard Street.

12. Closed as an inn by 1779 and demolished in 1866. Austen's the ironmonger's and their
predecessors have occupied the site for more years than anyone can remember.

Please Note: This Magazine exceeds specification! To balance the books December's
issue will be strictly confined to 36 pages — unless, of course, some distraught member
wishes to make an appropriate subvention! Ed.

New Members

Mr and Mrs Ayling The Brooms, 12 Gifford's Croft, Lichfield, Staffs WS13 THG
Trudy Beach The Black Barn, Tillington, Nr Petworth, GU28 ORD

Mr and Mrs Bellis Eggshell Cottage, Selham Road, Graffham, Petworth, GU28 OPT
Miss A. Bojanowski 6, Linden Park, Littlehampton, BN17 7Bl

R.A.E. Boxall 24, The Avenue, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1JT

Mr N.R. Costello Broxton Beeches, Lynwick Street, Rudgwick, Horsham, RH12 3DG
Mr A.H. Easton 395a, Midhurst Road, Tillington, Petworth, GU28 0QY

Mrs L. Grindell Boles House, East Street, Petworth, GU28 AOB

Mr L. Hellier 4, Dawtrey Road, Petworth

Mrs W. Holden, 22, Willow Walk, Petworth

Mr and Mrs D. James c/o 51 Ansell Road, Tooting, London, SW17 7LT

Mrs A. Kearsay 17, Willetts Close, Duncton, Petworth, GU28 OLA

Mrs S. Kearsay Upwaltham House Farm, Upwaltham, Petworth GU28 0LX
Mr and Mrs P. Kemp 51 Ansell Road, Tooting, London, SW17 7LT

Mr C. Kitchener Ranstead, Gold Hill North, Chalfont St Peter, Bucks SL9 91G
Mr and Mrs G. Millichamp Oakview, The Lane, Ifold, Loxwood, RH14 OUL

The National Trust Petworth House, Petworth, GU28 OAE

Mrs L. O'Sullivan Amberwell, Durfold, Plaistow, Billingshurst, RH14 OPU

Mrs S. Paris Northwood Farm, Graffham, Petworth, GU28 0OF

Miss S. Parker Bramble Cottage, Grove Street, Petworth, GU28 0BD

Mrs S. Purser 2, Frog Farm Cottages, Petworth

Mr and Mrs T.G. Read 2, Grove Lane, Petworth, GU28 0BT

Mrs Sarah Sapsford 2, Steeple Road, Latchingdon, Essex

Mr and Mrs P. Scott The Old Post House, Tillington, Petworth, GU28 0OAF

Mr and Mrs D. Seldon 60 Orchard Way, South Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO22 9HP
Mr and Mrs P.R. Smith 42, New Road, Abbey Wood, London, SE2 0QG

Mr R. Stanford 328¢, Percy Row, Grove Street, Petworth

Mr C. Stickland Burchetts Farm, Wisborough Green

Rosemary Towner The Cobbles, Lombard Street, Petworth, GU28 0AG

Mr H. Wakeford 23, St George's Walk, Eastergate, Chichester, PO20 6XS
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