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Petworth Society Activities Sheet

Autumn/Winter Procramme. Please keep for reference.

Saturday 15th September Leconfield Hall 10 — 4

Petworth Society Book Sale Admission free as always.

Tuesday 18th September Beam Pump evening

Rolf Rowling talks on Coultershaw (slides) — followed by general introduction to the beam pump.

Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Admission £2. Refreshments. Raffle.

Sunday 23rd September Walk. "The five A's"

Annette And Andy's Autumn Amble

Leaves Petworth Main Car Park at 2.15 p.m. Cars.

Sunday 7th October

David and Linda's Blackbrook Walk

Leaves Petworth Main Car Park at 2.15 p.m. Cars.

Monday 8th October

Rachel Powell : Lewes : its history and buildines

Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Admission £2. Refreshments.

Saturday 13th October Leconfield Hall 10— 4

Petworth Society Book Sale

Thursday 8th November

Peter Jerrome : "Petworth from Mafeking to Armistice Day 1900-1918"
and "An Edwardian holiday" Slides.

Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Admission £2. Refreshments. Raffle.

Thursday 20th November PETWORTH FAIR




Saturday 8th December Leconfield Hall 10— 4

Petworth Society Book Sale

Saturday 8th December

Vangcuard Productions present:
"Christmas Through the Ages"

Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Admission £3. Raffle. Seasonal Refreshments.

Book Sales

The very successful Book Sales do help finance this
Magazine, but, much more importantly, provide aregular
Society presence in the town. People can enquire about

Q the Society : new members can join. The Sales do
4 74 depend, however, on a constant supply of books.

‘ m If you have anything at all for us please contact Peter

(342562) orMiles (343227). Books can be left with Peter
or Miles or we will collect by prior arrangement.

Peter 20th August 2001
















looks? The new owners have certainly managed to retain the unfussy appearance of the
property while at the same time ensuring that it looks welcoming to the passing visitor. An
added bonus of course is the decision to drop the 'New' tag from the name and so revert to
the ancient title which has been in use in the town centre at one location or other for certainly
four hundred years and possibly more, and while I cannot comment on the interior of the
hostelry I certainly don't recall seeing the outside of the pub looking this good for donkeys
years.

Miles Costello Tel. 323227

A Note from Mrs P Payne of Mindhead

To the Bulletin Secretary,
Dear Mrs Hodson,

I have a bit of information that may be of interest to Bunty Musson. The Reverend
Howard Beech had a daughter Winifred, who married the Honourable John Fortescue in
1914, Sir John Fortescue, K.C.V.O. as he became, was Librarian at Windsor Castle from 1905
to 1926. In addition to writing The Story of the Red Deer, among other works, Sir John wrote
The History of the British Armyin 13 volumes and edited the Correspondence of King George
I11.

I11 health forced Sir John to retire to a warm climate and they settled at Dormaine de
Fort Escue near Grasse. Sir John died in 1936. Lady Fortescue, whose letters home gave a
vivid picture of life in Provence, published them as Perfume from Provence (recently re-
printed) an instant best seller. This was followed by a second book and after she had been
forced to return to England after the outbreak of World War Two, she wrote an account of her
wartime experiences. This I have never read.

Unfortunately, my local Reference Library recently suffered flood damage (the staff
loo "blew" over a weekend) and some book stacks are inaccessible so I cannot check up as
to whether Lady Fortescue is now dead.

There were no children so far as [ know.

One very charming anecdote from Perfume from Provence. On every wedding
anniversary Lady Fortescue sat down to dinner, wearing her wedding dress, to the great
admiration of the two little maids at Dormaine de Fort Escue. How many of us could do the
same?

Much enjoy reading the magazine though I am a Border Scot myself. Still, my
husband's researches suggest the Paynes came south from Yorkshire in the service of
Northumberland. As they say in't North, ""We're all Jock Tamson's bairns.
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Lord Egremont unveils commemorative plaque to celebrate 21st anniversary
of Coultershaw Beam Pump restoration. 18th July 2001.
Photograph by Rolf Rowling.




Tobogganing "Round the Hills" in the late 1930s.
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‘Pillow Lace’, the ‘Gugnunks’ and
other matters

Kath Vigar writes:

Mrs Cownley, housekeeper for Lord Leconfield often features in the magazine. I
remember her when we lived at The Lodge in 1923. She always dressed in long flowing black
robes a belt round her middle on which hung a huge bunch of keys. Out of hearing, she, (Mrs
Cownley) was always spoken of as "Old Gal Cownley". The girls'sitting room faced our yard.
[ often used to chat with them, two girls were making what I believe was called "pillow lace™.
This lace was a work of art, beautiful, it was worked from a kind of pillow using umpteen
bobbins. I've never seen it since, I don't think it was a local lace. I wonder if it was brought
down from Cockermouth as I know Lord and Lady Leconfield visited there during my time.
The audit room I read is now a restaurant, in my young days we had wonderful Christmas
parties there, how times have changed, of course that's going back so many years. When my
father was the second night watchman he used to call the maids at 4.30 a.m. during the winter
as they had to get all the fires going yet when I chatted with them they all seemed happy, no
doubt some of the girls came from very large families and were very poor. When I was first
an under nurse I received £20 a year, a winter and spring suit all beautifully tailored, all indoor
uniform, and all food etc, much, much more than shop girls, everything was so much cheaper
to buy too.

This is a copy of an old snap I came across whilst going through some of my old
photographs, what happy memories it brought back to me. I was seventeen years old when
it was taken, we were out for the day in Littlehampton a favourite seaside town within easy
reach of Petworth. 1 cannot remember whether we all travelled by train or Southdown bus.
Godfrey Mayes is on my right, Lena is the little girl on my left and Jean is in my arms. How
I loved the Mayes family, Godfrey was killed in the war. The young girl is I believe Molly
Jeffery and the two boys are the Ford boys, cousins of the Mayes children.

[ wonder how many of the older generation remember "Uncle Dick" and Pip, Squeak
and Wilfred from The Daily Mirror of all those years ago. I think Pip was a dog, Squeak a
penguin and Wilfred a rabbit, Uncle Dick was just uncle. Their badge is on top of the van.
The animals were known as "Gugnunks". Itcost 2p to join then, I think. Quite a sum was given
each year to charity by the "Gugnunks", when we met other Gugnunks we would use the
passwords ick, ick, pam boo, and were given the passwords back, goo, goo, pam nunk. I hope
you understand all this, I know all the children enjoyed it. Uncle Dick and the Gugnunks used
to visit different seaside places each summer, Uncle Dick is in the van,

How very interesting I found Bunty Mussons' conversation with Miles Costello. I
remember Bunty very well. I was born in 1910 and I see Bunty was born in 1912, Dr Kerr
was our family doctor, he operated on me and took my adenoids and tonsils out in Petworth

PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.105 11



















Cottage garden at Upperton in the mid-1930s. St Mary's Petworth Easter 19:
vgraph by G.G. Garland. See "In a Museum garden — late June ..." Photograph by G.G. Garland. See "Flowers in Petworth Church Easter 1939.."





































pasture, or the unexhausted values of items like fertiliser or lime applied to the land. Asavery
young man in the late 1930s I was aware that farming was in some distress but not as aware
of all the nuances as I would have been with the experience of later years. Many farmers came
up from the West Country in the period between the wars. The reason? Simply that Sussex’s
relative proximity to the London market meant that they received more for their produce.

I made mention of my first acquaintance with Lord Leconfield, over sixty years ago,
at the very beginning of my time at Petworth so it may be fitting to close with my final contact
with him, I suppose about 1950. He asked me to go and see him in his study and said, “You
carry out auction sales?” Isaid, “Yes.” He said, “I want to sell all my tack by auction.” For
a hunting man like him it must have been a very sad decision. We had an excellent sale in the
stable yard with people coming from all over the country.

Dick Allden was talking to the Editor.

Coultershaw Beam Pump and other matters

As you know the Society is forging closer links with the Coultershaw Beam Pump. A new
trust is being formed, the eight trustees comprising four representatives from the Sussex
Industrial Archaeology Society (SIAS) and four from the Petworth Society. I'd hope to
finalise this soon. Please give stewarding a thought : it's not onerous, does not demand
technical expertise and could be for as little as half a day a year. Interested? Contact Robin
Wilson on 01798 - 865774.

Book Sales
The August sale was a great success but we do need to replenish our stock — if you have any
books for us - please ring Peter 342562 or Miles 343227. We will collect if it helps you.

Mr Robin Pulling will be in Petworth at the end of October for a few days. Many will
remember his mother Mrs Gertie Pulling the organist very fondly. Robin left Petworth in 1946
and was last back here in the 1960s. Any one who would like to meet him again please contact
Peter — 342562.
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