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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone. irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £9.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£11.00 overseas £13.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth [STD 01798] (Tel. 342562)
GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343792) GU28 0BX
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mr Miles Costello, Lord Egremont, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Betty Hodson, Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Anne Simmons,
Mrs Ros Staker, Mr J. Taylor, Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr Henderson, Mr Costello, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Grimwood,
Mrs Hounsham, Mr Turland, Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth),
Miss Biggs, Mrs Dallyn (Sutton and Duncton), Mr Bellis (Graffham), Mr Derek
Gourd, (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)
Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark
Coultershaw Beam Pump representatives
Mr S. Boakes, Mrs J. Gilhooly, Mr A Henderson, Mr T. Martin.

For this Magazine on tape please contact Mr Thompson.

Society Town Crier
Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. It is suggested
that such personal and business cries be made for a small donation to a charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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Chairman’s Notes

You will find accounts of the summer activities inside. The occasional late cancellation
meant that although everything was fully booked there was a minimum of
disappointment. There is, as usual, a waiting list for the September dinner. I think we
have an impressive line-up for the season's monthly meetings. Time of our Lives Theatre
have no show this year but I hope to see them again late in 2006, as too, perhaps Alison
Neil with her new show. Don't miss the October meeting this year : it could be unusual,
Don't say I didn't flag it up.

You will see that I have made an effort to give this Magazine something of a V.E.
Day feel. Four classic Garland photographs form the centre pages. In fact Garland's
coverage except for a few set-pieces is sparse, while recollection of this period is limited,
certainly as compared with the period between the wars. I include a couple of Garland
news features from 1940 to give a wartime background and one or two other pieces of
varying relevance. I am particularly pleased to have Lewis Golden's reflection of events
in a wider world. V.E. Day must always imply an awareness of a world wider than the
parochial.

Lewis Golden has been treasurer of the Cottage Museum since its inception and his
astute management has built up a valuable capital fund. He now feels it is time for
someone else. Financially and otherwise the Museum is a Petworth success story : any
initial uncertainties are well behind us. Would anyone like to see what the position
involves or do you know someone who might? Lewis would see that there was a gradual
and relatively painless transition. Please help — ring either Jacqueline Golden (342320)
or myself (342562).

Congratulations to the Coultershaw Beam Pump committee for their jovial 25"
Anniversary on July 13*. This was extremely well-attended and much enjoyed and they
were most fortunate with the weather.

Tim Wardle offers an update on the Leconfield Hall Friends appeal immediately
Sfollowing these notes. It was very successful. As so often with this Society local support
was very gratifyingly supplemented by our very strong postal base.

For the rest, if I don't see you at the dinner or book sales, hopefully you will find
the new monthly meetings to your taste.

27/7/05 Peter

Leconfield Hall Appeal

Dear Peter
Thank you very much for giving such full coverage of the Leconfield Hall Friends
scheme in the June issue of the Petworth Society magazine.
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realism too far. No on wants to see a ravaged garden - even in the cause of “reality”.
Resourceful lady that she was, Mrs. Cummings would no doubt have tried the old soap and
water treatment. Tell it not in Gath, but I might try something stronger.

July 3", We’re hardly set up before a couple are in, the open sign clanking noisily on
the gate. It clanks more if you don’t get it quite straight. The Sunday High Street is as quiet
as only the Sunday High Street can be, but people do, over the afternoon, defy the emptiness.
Another couple almost immediately, but after a minute or two the lady wants to be left to her
own devices. Very unusual - I can only remember this once before in ten years of stewarding.
That's a visitor’s prerogative but you don’t get the best of the Museum that way. While I'm
still talking to the first couple in the parlour, she’s done the circuit and is steaming out of the
back door, husband trailing behind her. Well at least she’s *“done” the Museum.

At last the solitaire board has some marbles - it always seemed a little forlorn. The marbles
need to be kept in a bag, a precaution against a child swallowing one - you never know. The
fire’s going well and the clock ticking the afternoon away. All couples this afternoon and at
pretty regular intervals. “That slanted board on the bottom of the door’s the biggest I've ever
seen. Do you get floods here?” “No, we certainly don’t get flooded. but it is rather large now
that you mention it. I've never thought about it before.” “Was the mangle really made in
Petworth?” “No, that’s the seller not the manufacturer. It will have been made elsewhere.”
“We’ve got a similar one and want to get it done up. The roller’s suffering just like yours is.”
“Funny how memory plays tricks. This takes me right back to my grandmother lying ill in
bed. But I can’t remember her at all, just for some reason, the name of her housekeeper.”
“Wouldn't there have been more herbs in the garden?” “Well, actually, there are quite a lot
if you look for them.: marjoram, rosemary, Sage and lemon balm certainly. We’ve not got the
parsley this year and no thyme. Perhaps Mrs. Cummings grew these on her allotment.” “With
the back door where it is, you can’t walk right through the house and out. My aunt in London
used to have to take off the cart and bring the horse through the sitting-room and out into the
yard at the back.” Well I can’t cap that, but it’s been a good afternoon.
P

P.S. 4% July. Aphids, yes, but was there violent hail in 19107

“This side of the moon’

"The school... set in surroundings in which one would expect Robin Hood and his merry men
to appear at any moment.." So the Diocesan Inspector visiting Ebernoe in 1943. And it was
a glorious summer day for the launch of "Ebernoe Church of England School” written by
Frances Abraham, scheduled for 4 o'clock. At 3.30 it's still fairly quiet, except for a genial
group of some half a dozen sitting out in deck chairs in the church car park waiting for
proceedings to begin, and a mountain of food in the church. By four o'clock there are people
everywhere and you haven't noticed the transformation. It happens at Petworth fair every

November.
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YPETWORTH V.J. CELEBRATIONS. Accompanied by moans and groans "The Funeral of the Axis", organised by Miss Joyce Dabson,

passes up Lombard Street, on its way to the Sheep Downs where a large bonfire, made by the Petworth Boy Scouts, was burnt."

Original Garland press caption. Does anyone remember this?
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Ebernoe School old pupils 2005 .

See 'This side of the moon’.

And myself? Well having worked with Katherine Walters on the history of Ebernoe?
published in 1996 (was it really that long ago?), I've granted myself honorary citizenship.
Had I not written (page 12) of Ebernoe as being "as much arealm ofthe spiritas a geographical
entity?" But don't take my word for it. Here's W. Graham Robertson, the theatrical designer
writing after his first visit in 1926, "I really got as near fairyland as we are likely to do on this
side of the moon." Or, later, "Each year we return feeling nature must have dreamed it, and
that such a place cannot really exist..."

Time to talk. Of how Mr Morrish became churchwarden at the beginning of the war.
Originally a Methodist, and a lay preacher, by 1940 it was obvious that travelling in wartime
would be virtually impossible. There was no petrol. With a dispensation from the bishop,
he became an Anglican, and resided long years at Ebernoe as warden. And here's John Gange,
an evacuee at Ebernoe. He's here today and comes down from London most Horn Fairs,
although he's missed the odd one over the years. Mrs Pullen the first head teacher is buried
in the churchyard, as, too, Mrs Brown ninety nine years later, one of her successors. Both
graves are unmarked. Entering the churchyard by the Silver Jubilee gate, Alan Willmer, so
familiar to Petworth people in the 1950s rests here with his wife.

And what would these quiet spirits think of the plastic tables and chairs in the
churchyard? If you like, what do they think? And those voices of fifty years and more ago
- the school closed in 1951. A voice cries, "Ivan, I'd know you anywhere."

Ivan rings a bell and calls the "school” to order. The book release coincides with that
of Harry Potter and the "Half-Blood Prince". Should we worry or they? Time to sort the sheep
from the goats - ex-pupils only for the newspaper photograph. The chosen troop over to stand
in front of the old school house. "How are we doing Ivan?" "Two yards to the right." Bill,
the photographer, is standing on a pair of steps. "Oh and can we do it again? Molly's just
arrived as she's been crucial for the book."

"There was no water at the school - certainly before the war." "It must have come from
awell some distance away. The grown-ups saw to that." "The old wells are covered now but
in 1976 we opened ours with a view to putting in a pump. The water seemed to be alright but
then it rained."

The book springs from the finding of the school records. so long forgotten. A letter is
extant from the County Archivist of the time suggesting that Mr Shawcross the rector deposit
them at Chichester. He didn't. Stephen had found them in the old teacher's cottage by Wassell
Mill. His grandmother had been the last head teacher.

"And did the dentist come to the school in the 1940s?" Opinions differ. A consensus
seems to think that initial inspections were at the school - or was there a kind of mobile clinic?
Anyway, treatment seems to have been at Ebernoe House itself. And how innocent
everything was (or at least appeared) in those days. "You used to have red hair." "] used to

' Publishedin 250 numbered copiesat£9. The launch was particularly for the many former pupils who

had contributed to the book's production.
"Not all sunshine hear" a history of Ebernoe; (Window Press 1996).
See Kerrison Preston : “Letters from Graham Robertson" (1953).
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have hair." "After 1951 we came to Petworth on the old Aldershot and District bus and then
transferred to the Midhurst bus."

Gnats spiral in the churchyard shade. It's been a hot day. Cucumber sandwiches, egg
and tomato, coffee sponge. The books are selling well. They'll also be on sale at Horn Fair
a week Monday. The later afternoon sun casts the shadow of the Jubilee Gate on the baked
earth. A trio of elderly ladies are already making their way back along the path by the high
bracken. Few of those present live at Ebernoe now, fewer still, perhaps, could afford to.
Ebernoe is at once utterly changed and utterly changeless - a curious balance.

Any editor has to be very wary of printing poetry but sometimes circumstances are
exceptional. This was given to me on the day and seems to encapsulate some of the spirit of
the day and feelings of the school itself. [ have omitted three lines at the end.

The Copse

Come with me and I'll take you to a secret place I know.
See there amongst the spotted leaf,
The orchid in its pink profusion grows.
Starlike anemone, violet, primrose,
And bluebell claims the eye,
Greeting a sea of rippling blue,
Sighing and swaying, wafting their scent,
In the light soft spring air.
So soon they will all be gone,
To sleep beneath their blankets of leaves.
But their colour scheme and soft perfume,
Will linger with me,
Until spring comes round again.

M. Whatrup Carr

Two Garland Newspaper Stories from 1940

1) Sutton May Revels

WELCOME REVIVAL DUE TO THE WAR?

It seems befitting (writes a correspondent) that this year Sutton May Revels should be treated
somewhat in retrospect - at least, by those of us who have attended this delightful old-time
function since about 1921. We remember those days, when most people in the village dressed
in fancy costumes, and the procession started from up by Bignor Church, and wended its way
down the steep hill there and on to Sutton, pausing for a short religious service under the oak
tree at the bottom of the hill leading up to Sutton’s one inn, the White Horse. The late Mrs.
Johnstone was living at Bignor House in those days, and we remember the keen interest she
took in the proceedings, and how she used to watch the people from her invalid chair up by
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the front of the inn. The late Mr. Seth Charman and his white pony were figureheads in the
processions in those days.

"We remember those days ...." Sutton May Revels inthe early 1920s.

Then came the memorable time in 1924, when Mr. Newman, the Rector, resplendently
attired as “The Pied Piper of Hamelin,” led the village children through the street and lanes
of'the village to the shrill notes of his pipe, which feat was chronicled in many ofthe London
newspapers of that time. Later we saw the birth of Sutton Folk Dance Club, which became
famous to the extent of dancing at the Albert Hall in London, and came, in due course, to take
a prominent part in the village’s May Day celebrations. And so on to 1937, when the Folk
Dance Club died, and the old-time May Revels looked very much like doing so, too.

The next year, Mr. Newman, once more in the guise ofthe Pied Piper, and with the help
of Mr. and Mrs. E.T. Holding, made a spirited effort to keep the thing alive, but last year
Sutton’s May Revels were not held, and appeared to have died out. This year, paradoxically
enough, calamity in the form of war throughout most of Europe seems to have brought about
a revival of Sutton’s old-time custom!

Organised by the local Women'’s Institute in general, and Mrs. Cramp and Mrs. Neale
in particular, the May Revels were held on Monday to raise funds to provide comforts for men
of our fighting forces. One of the largest processions seen in the village for some years formed
outside the old Rectory (and the Rectory at Sutton is old, indeed!) and to the strains of Mr.
Miles’ accordion, supplemented by Mr. Perry’s drums and Mr. Vile’s whistle pipe, danced
the traditional Helston Furry along the village street and on to the lawns at Beck Hall, the
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J.H.S. Bennett, Egremont Row,
C. Bishop, Lombard Street,

C. Bowdidge, Lombard Street,
W. Caine, Pound Street,

R. Cockshutt, Market Square,
G. Curtin, Angel Street,

A. Curtis, Middle Street,

T. Dale, Lombard Street

C. Denman, East Street,

R.N. Denyer, North Street,
A.S. Diplock, Station Road,

S. Eager, Market Square,

H. Earle, Lombard Street,
R.H. Edwicker, East Street,
W.E. Ford, Percy Row,

H. Gray, East Street,

J.F. Gray, East Street,

W. Hammon, Percy Row,

C. Harper, Saddlers Row,

W. Herbert, Golden Square,
A. Howard, Station Road,
G.F. Jeffrey, 329, Grove Street
G.A. Kenward, Fox Hill,

A. Knight, Lombard Street,
H.C. Lambert, Egremont Row,
C. Leazell, Rosemary Lane,
S.K. Latchford, Pound Street,
P.D. Muir, Grove Lane,

A K. Older, Byworth,

W. Payne, East Street,

F.C. Peacock, North Street,
G. Pellett, Market Square,

A H. Pullen, Station Road,
S.C.C. Rapley, Heath End,

J. Sadler, Shimmings,

E. Saunders, Station Road,
A.S. Searson, Grove Lane,

E. Streeter, Church Road,

F. Streeter, The Gardens,

W. Tate, Angel Street,
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V.G. Thear, North Street,

G.W. Thayre, Church Hill,

E.F. Turner, Council Cottages,

M. Turner, East Street,

L. Vincent, Park Road,

A.M. Weaver, Lombard Street,
J.W. Whetham, High Street,

H.G. Whitcomb, Market Square ~ “
H. Whitcomb, Pound Street, L
R. Whitcomb, Pound Street,

A long hot summer

The celebrations 60 years after VE Day and VJ Day remind me of the joy of that summer of
1945.

As the year started, we of the st Airborne Division were standing by in England. We
had taken part in the invasion of North Africa in November 1942, Sicilyin July 1943 and Italy
in September of that year. In September 1944 there was our ill-fated operation at Arnhem in
Holland. What had fate now got in store for us?

The news that my brigade was to go to Norway on VE Day or soon after, not by
parachute or by glider but flown in by Royal Air Force bombers, was greeted with happy
anticipation. The plan was to accept the surrender of the German Army and then to seek out
war criminals. That army was quite numerous in Norway, but there were not many of us.
Therefore we were relieved to find that the agreement to surrender was honoured without
breach, although as we circled over Gardermoen Airport near Oslo and saw the lines of
German fighter aircraft drawn up and apparently ready for take-off, we had been none too
pleased.

The flight in had given a hint of the warmth of the reception which would greet us. |
had arranged to lie down in the bomb-aimer's position in the nose of my aircraft, so as we flew
in across the west coast I could see the proud Norwegian flag fluttering from every flagpole
that could possibly be brought into use. As we arrived in Oslo the Norwegians gave vent to
their joy of being free once more. We were the conquering heroes, and we could do no wrong.
Even our red berets gave special pleasure as we mingled with university undergraduates who
customarily sported a not too dissimilar form of headgear. Every girl looked young. Every
girl looked lovely. This was the life!

After some days the brigade moved out some 40 miles to the north of Oslo where we
established our headquarters in a building which had been used by the Germans for expectant
mothers, formerly a hotel but later a girls' school as my wife and I found when we visited at
the invitation of the Norwegian government for the 50th freedom anniversary celebrations in
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1995. The headmistress showed us round. It was a nostalgic return, for it was from here in
1945 that I and fellow officers would motor into Oslo every evening, using one of the pool
of cars confiscated from the German army, enjoy a party or two or three or four, then motor
back to headquarters by 4 o'clock in the morning and be challenged by an obviously envious
guard. We still had to be ready for parade at 6.30 o'clock and military duties until the
afternoon. Then one could swim in the nearby river before getting ready afresh for the night's
activities. After some months of this demanding regimen even the toughest of airborne
soldiers began to wilt, but a week's leave enabled us to recover for a while by travelling further
north through the stunningly beautiful countryside and. clad only in shorts, going skiing on
a glacier.

The only note of caution in all this was the thought that we might soon be on the way
to the Far East to help prosecute the war against the Japanese, but with the advent of VI Day
in August even this check to our enjoyment was removed.

It was a long hot summer.

Lewis Golden

Petworth’s lucky blackbird comes home

Petworth (Sussex) has its lucky blackbird. One of 24 that belonged to a wayside sign, owned
by Mrs Churchill, proprietress of The Four & Twenty Blackbirds Tea Rooms, opposite the
Parish church.

The sign stood by the roadside near to the Petworth Boy's School which was bombed by the
Germans on Michaelmas Day 1942, and soon after this tragic event it was missed.

A few days before "D" Day a large army convoy was held up outside the Four & Twenty
Blackbirds, and Mrs Churchill, who herself took out some cakes to some of the waiting
drivers, noticed a blackbird on the front of one of the vehicles, and recognising it as one of
"the twenty four" of the missing sign, accused the driver of having stolen it. She was assured
that it had not been stolen, but found in a field just outside Petworth, and had been affixed to
the vehicles for luck. "Well, if you think it might bring you luck you had better keep it", she
said. And then the convoy passed on its way.

In course of time, Mrs Churchill received a letter from the driver of the lorry from overseas,
saying that they still had the blackbird on their vehicle, and promising that ifit brought them
luck, (the writer and his four mates), they would return it when they got back to England.
It did bring them luck, and the blackbird, freshly painted, and bearing the badge of the East
Riding Yeomanry, together with the names of the places into which it has adventured in
battle, has been returned to Mrs Churchill by the now demobbed driver of that "D-Day"
lorry!

A Garland feature from the 1940s.
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? Aunt Ted

Mrs Street

Jig-saw made from photo taken in garden of 'Currvers' in East Streel.

Back Row L-R
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Front Row L-R
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A similar view.

"A thanksgiving service was held in the open air in Petworth Square on Sunday. All the various organisations were represented and the
ladies' robed choir were in attendance."
[Original Garland newspaper caption.] 13th May 1945..






















The first phase of the estate would comprise of some 20 3-bedroom semi-bungalow type
houses and one block of 4 3-bedroom type houses suitable for overcrowding cases. These
latter houses were designed so that they could be altered at short notice to accommodate large
families. This would be affected by removing bedrooms from one tenancy to another and
effectively creating a fourth or 'flying' bedroom which would be above the neighbouring living
accommodation, a not uncommon practice on the estate until very recent times. This
"overcrowding block' comprises the present numbers 21 to 24 while the original 20 semi-
bungalow type properties are formed from the present numbers 13 to 20 and 25to 36. The two
styles effectively created a horseshoe around the small area of grass at the top of Hampers
Green accessed through the second or northern entrance from the Balls Cross Road.

Having decided upon the style of houses the committee were determined to reduce
expenditure to the absolute minimum. Hodgson had estimated the cost for the semi-
bungalows to be £350 each; a reasonable sum considering that the similar council properties
in Grove Lane had cost £315 some time earlier. The housing committee consisting of Charles
Leazell the Petworth builder, P.E. Hazelman, M. Tupperand T.W. Wyldbore were determined
to drive down the cost even further and the District Surveyor was sent away to revise the
designs and return with savings. Hodgson returned on 24 July 1937 and presented a whole
series of suggestions to the committee. The cottages would no longer have porches either back
or front. The W.C. would be placed inside, thus saving the expense of an additional building.
This of course had the effect of reducing the size of the kitchen and larder. The coppers would
be brick built instead of iron. The floors would be constructed of granolithic cement instead
of "Doloment'. This latter may seem purely a technicality though Hodgson did remark that the
more expensive option would provide greater comfort for the tenants. Hudson's comments
were noted but the comfort of the tenants was clearly not considered a priority and as usual
the cheaper option was adopted.

Hodgson was keen to stress that a considerable saving could be made if the houses were
constructed of local Midhurst White bricks but he warned that the appearance would not be
so pleasing as if built of stock bricks. Unexpectedly the committee chose not to adopt the
cheaper option and the estate was spared the unsightly glare of the Midhurst Whites.

Having settled on the cheapest design for the semi-bungalow cottages it was only the
cost of the block of four 'overcrowding' cottages that had to be considered and after a short
discussion the surveyor's estimate of £435.00 for each cottage was adopted.

The next step was to put the work out to contract and in January 1938 following a
fiercely competitive process the tender of £9831 was accepted from Thomas Woolford the
Petworth building contractor. Having won the contract Woolford immediately wrote to the
Committee regretting that due to the pressues of 'work in hand' he would be unable to fulfil
the contract and apologised for any inconvenience caused. The Housing Committee had no
choice but to award the contract to the under bidder which had been the Tillington firm of J.
Boxall at the tendered price of £9852.

The actual construction of the cottages was only part of the development. Extensive
water and sewage works would have to be carried out. Extending the existing water supply
from North Street to Hampers Green would cost an estimated £334. The contract for the
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Petworth Church from the South-East, by Henry Petrie, undated

(no.256)

(from the Sharpe Collection at Michelham Priory; reproduced by kind permission of the Sussex Archaeological Society)




(no.255)

missing drawings probably by Henry Petrie, 1804

Petworth Church from the North-West, copy of

Sussex Archaeological Society)

S
=
=
e
=
=
=
=
w
F
=]
=
Y
—
o
S
=
=
oy
5
&
=
=
o
=4
=
=
O
&
£
=
=
R
o
=
O
b
L=
=
=
=
=)
—
J
O
—
=
S
=
=
S
—
%]
]
=
=
S
b
S

construction of roads and sewers for the estate was awarded to Franks Harris Brothers at
£1461. Extensive groundworks would have to be carried out on the site before building could
commence, and an access road would need to be bulldozed through the steep bank on the Balls
Cross road.

In April 1938 the housing committee was informed that the sewers had been completed.
The members were asked to agree that Mr W. Horton could rent for grazing the land not
presently used for building.

Clearly Lady Leconfield was very interested in the development and she addressed a
letter to the housing committee regarding the provision of fruit trees in the garden of the
council cottages. Not surprisingly the committee resolved that no further action be taken in
view of the doubtful authority of the council to incur such expenditure.

By February 1939 the major work must have been all but completed for Mr Boxall is
petitioning the council for additional payments for laying out paths which had not been agreed
inthe original tender. The Housing Committee agreed to allow paths to be extended from each
entrance gate to the road kerb and to pay Mr Boxall for this work. The original design of the
estate did not allow for any footpaths to be laid adjacent to the highway and all verges were
to be put down to turf. It would appear that the Committee considered footpaths to be an
unnecessary expense when the tenants could use a perfectly good and traffic free road upon
which to walk.

The Rural District Council minutes do not record the completion of the first phase of
the Hampers Green development though we do know that the present numbers 13 to 36 were
fully tenanted before the outbreak of war, and the second phase of numbers 1 to 12 and 37 to
44 had been awarded to Saunders (Contractors) Ltd in June 1939. Over the coming years there
would be many alterations to the estate and the properties. After all the first cottages had no
electricity installed as the RDC were unable to agree with the electricity company the cost of
laying a supply to Hampers Green. Lighting was gas and then only downstairs. Upstairs it
was candles or oil lamps, unusual for new properties even in 1939. The estate would

eventually have footpaths constructed and the road which was originally concrete would be
overlaid with tarmac. In September 1940 31 tenants signed a petition calling upon the RDC
to treat the concrete road so as to make it less conspicuous to enemy aircraft. True to form the
Housing Committee chose not to take any action regarding the petition and it would be much
later before the tarring work was carried out,

It would be another ten years before the last phase of the Hampers Green development
was completed, families still taking up tenancies of new properties in 1950. Clearly the war
years had made any sort of construction difficult not least because of the shortage of labour
and materials. However, with the influx of refugees from Europe and the destruction caused
by the bombing of the major cities the housing at Hampers Green would prove all the more
necessary. Inthe years following 1945 The Green, as it became known developed into a close-
knit community from which many of Petworth's successful organisations evolved. Hampers
Green Drama Group would eventually become Petworth Players and for many years The
Green could regularly muster a half decent football team with Dickie Taylor from number 14
as coach. Bonfire night on the common was celebrated as well as anywhere and it would
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An enquiry from Petersfield

To Mr. Peter Jerrome, Petworth

I have an interest in the postal history of Petersfield in Hampshire and in my collection
of entires (letters) I have one written by George Daintrey to his father living at Petworth.

The letter is dated August 31, 1793 and (as can be seen from the photocopies) is
beautifully written, attracted a postage rate of4d. (the charge for a single sheet letter travelling
under 80 miles) and sent from Maple Durham, near Petersfield.

Maple Durham is close to the village of Buriton, and from the letter it seems that young
George was receiving his education froma Mr. Dusautoy at Maple Durham House, which was

demolished in 1829.
Research on the Internet shows that the Daintrey family has long been connected with

Petworth.

Was young George later to become the father of Edwin Daintrey, who was born in
Petworth. and became a successful solicitor in Australia? Who was George's father?

If anyone can help me to unravel the history of this letter I would be most grateful.

Thank you.

David Allen (Petersfield)
Email: (toscajoy@yahoo.co.uk
Telephone: 01730 261244

David Allen,

gl 7 d Boundary Cottage,
e b ;_"T-'T n 6 Ggragc Lane,
: Wy Station Road,

v IZ‘E’/(_Jp/’//é PCIerSﬁCId,
B W Hampshire GU32 3DE
: ’//K/Z/: A

Z-/ Y %/z/j/::/_g{z
)
=

0 Z

An entire letter from Maple Durham, Petersfield, to Mr. Daintrey, of Petworth, Sussex,

dated August 31, 1793, The ‘serpentine’ PETERSFIELD shown is one of only about six

examples recorded and one of only a few on an entire. The 4d. charge was for a single
letter under B0 miles. This marking is known used only between 1791 and 1801
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TUESDAY December 13"

Paul Campion :

Mastermind — Secrets of the Black Chair

Known for his appearances on many different TV and Radio quizzes, Paul takes us behind the scenes at this most
challenging quiz and other popular shows.

Admission £3.

TUESDAY January 24"

"A hundred years after Trafalgar". Petworth in 1905.

Peter Jerrome. Slides.,

Admission £2.

THURSDAY February 24"

David Battie FRSA

"My unusual career"

David has appeared on the Antiques Roadshow
since the first series in 1979 and makes numerous
other radio and television programmes,

Admission £5.

N.B. This is a talk.
David will not be giving valuations.

And on FRIDAY 24" March

"Honour Thy Father and Thy Mother". The recollections of Lillian Hunt — details in December Magazine.

SUE RYDER CARE SHOP IN PETWORTH would like to thank everyone who has supported the shop over its first
ten years — customers, donors and volunteers.

[s there anyone who would like to work as a volunteer? Help on Friday and Saturday afternoons would be particularly
welcome. Just pop into the shop for details.

Members will be interested in the following course of lectures:

English cathedrals and monasteries
Tutor: David Parsons

Cathedrals are a major part of our architectural heritage and the remains of medieval monasteries are some of our most
spectacularand important ruins. Not just picturesque, they illustrate the changing attitudes to religion and ritual over many
centuries.

Two separate courses:

Time: Mondays 7-9pm Starts: 26 September 2005  Venue: Chichester College

For fees and to enrol & venue on 01243 781424

Time: Wednesdays 10am-12noon  Starts: 28 September 2005  Venue: Midhurst Methodist Church Hall
For fees and to enrol & Midhurst and Petworth Adult Education on 01730 816683.

Peter 8" August 2005




PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET

Autumn/Winter programme. Please keep for reference.

PETWORTH FAIR SATURDAY 19TH NOVEMBER

WALKS  Cars leave Petworth Car Park at 2.15

SUNDAY September 25"

Miles' Dog's Grave walk.
SUNDAY October 30"

Andy's "keep it close" walk.

ANNUAL DINNER:

TUESDAY September 6 - already fully booked. There is a waiting list. [Numbers limited to 88.]

BOOK SALES LECONFIELD HAILL
280 SATURDAY 10-4. Admission free.

Sept. 10 Oct. 8™ Nov. 12
Dec. 10™

If you have books to donate please ring Peter 342562 or Miles 343227.

MONTHLY MEETINGS:

LECONFIELD HALL 7.30. Refreshments. Raffle. Prices as indicated.
THURSDAY October 20"

Mel Rees (as Anthony Mann)
"From where I sit."

Author of W.H. Smith's Book of the Month, in addition to "From Where I Sit", Mel has also written "Further thoughts of
Chairman Mann", "As I was saying”, and a novel "The Club". All are published by the Trouser Press.

"Grumpy Old Men meets Victor Meldrew."

"Courageous enough to write what most of us think." (Croydon Advertiser).

"Rude, insensitive, self-opinionated, sexist and very very funny." (Wandsworth Borough News).
"I don't know why he doesn't get a proper job." (Author's mother).

Admission £3.

THURSDAY November 24"

"The Bosun's Call"

Ken Stephens and Fiona Murfitt entertain. Songs with a Sussex maritime slant.

Admission £3.




A Petworth Bell-founder

Among papers at Petworth House there has recently come to light a copy of the inscriptions
on the six bells of Petworth church which were taken down in 1827 and exchanged for eight
bells. The latter were recast in 1924. The inscriptions read:-

1*Bell - Altho I am but small I will be heard
above them all, 1767. (Thos. Swaine fecit.)
T.S. 1767
M Thos. Lickfield. Thos. Swaine made me in 1767
Thos. Swaine made us all six in 1767 at Petworth
Thos. Swaine made us all, 1767. The Rev?! Mr John Wickins, Rector of this Parish

- M* Edwd. Amop and M* Hampton of Moore, Churchwardens. 1767

[Published in Petworth Parish Magazine in 1958]

New Members

Mr. & Mrs. K. Bates 43 Parkway, New Addington, Surrey, CR0 OJA.

Mrs. M. Dormer 14 Orchard Close, Petworth, GU28 OSA.

Mr. & Mrs A. French 34 Kilmersdon Road, Haydon, Radstock, Bath BA3 3QN.
Mr. M. Ralph 327 High Street, Petworth.

Mrs. J. Scammell Scammell's Garage, Balls Cross, Petworth GU28 9JP.
Mr. R.T. Sneller Old Rectory Barn, Tillington.

Mr. M. Terry 8 Lund House, Wyndham Road, Petworth, GU28 OEL.

Miss T. Williams Keytes, Middle Street, Petworth, GU28 OBE.
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