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PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET

Autumn programme. Please keep for reference.

Tuesday September S5th

The Petworth Society Annual Dinner : fully booked. Waiting list.

BOOK SALES Second Saturday, Leconfield Hall 10 — 3. Admission free.

September 9th November 11th
October 14th December 9th

Books to donate? Ring Peter 342562 or Miles 343227

WALK

Sunday October 1st:

[an and Pearl's Minsted walk.
Cars leave Car Park at 2.15

Monthly meetings. Leconfield Hall 7.30. Refreshment, raffle.

Monday September 25 Tuesday October 10"

Dr Lynn Hulse: Peter Jerrome:

Percy and Madeleine Wyndham Petworth from 1660*
and the Royal School of Needlework To the present day

£5 Slides
See also over page. £3

Friday October 20 Tuesday October 24™ Wednesday November 15"

Peter Jerrome Patrick Garland Andrew Thompson:
Petworth from 1660 to the present day * A life in the theatre India - Land of the Tigers

Slides £3 £3 £3

*Subject to rearrangement. See local publicity.

MONDAY November 20", Petworth Fair featuring return of Harris Bros. Southdown Gallopers.

To come
TUESDAY December 12", Time of Your Lives Musical Theatre.

Preorder form for Petworth from 1660 to the present day.
To the Window Press, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth GU28 0DX.

Please supply 1 copy Petworth from 1660 at £50.

Postage, packing please add £5.

I enclose cheque payable to the Window Press for £50 (£55)

[ will collect from Trowels, presentation evenings, post, other.

Delete as appropriate.
Name:

Address:

NB. Volume One also available at £29.95, postage £4. Volume Two available early October.




THE PETWORTH COTTAGE MUSEUM PRESENTS
THE DECORATIVE ARTS FOR ITS 10™ ANNIVERSARY

AN EVENING WITH LARS THARP

The celebrity ceramics expert on the “Antiques Roadshow” will talk with
slides, on floral design and the art of ceramics worldwide over 5,000 years.

FRIDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 7.30pm IN LECONFIELD HALL PETWORTH
Tickets £8 (includes wine and canapés) from Past & Present, High Street,
Petworth. Tel 01798 343590 or 01798 343533

Sponsors: Barrington & Co

ROYAL SCHOOL OF NEEDLEWORK

“FLORAL SPLENDOUR”

An exhibition in Petworth House celebrating marvels of English embroidery:
from the simple art of the sempstress to work from great country houses.

OPEN DAILY 1pm-5pm:from SATURDAY 23 SEPTEMBER to
WEDNESDAY 4 OCTOBER Except Thursday and Friday

Entrance FREE for National Trust members and visiters to Petworth House.
By kind permission of THE NATIONAL TRUST

Sponsors: The PETWORTH COTTAGE TRUST

“Percy and Madeleine 'Wyndham &
the Royal School of Art Needlework”™

An illustrated talk by Dr LYNN HULSE, archivist of the Royal School of
Needlework, on the School’s foundation history and work, the Arts and
Crafts Movement and the part played by the Wyndhams of Petworth.

MONDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 7.30 IN LECONFIELD HALL PETWORTH
TICKETS £S5 (includes light refreshments) at the door.

A PETWORTH SOCIETY event with PETWORTH COTTAGE TRUST




Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
tqwg and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit”. It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £9.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£11.00 overseas £13.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth [STD 01798] (Tel. 342562)
GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 0EW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343792) GU28 0BX
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mr Miles Costello, Lord Egremont, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Betty Hodson, Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Anne Simmons,
Mrs Ros Staker, Mr J. Taylor, Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr Henderson, Mr Costello, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Grimwood,
Mrs Hounsham, Mr Turland, Mr Boakes (Petworth), Ray and Valerie Hunt (Byworth),
Miss Biggs, Mrs Dallyn (Sutton and Duncton), Mr Bellis (Graffham), Mr Derek
Gourd, (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)
Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark
Coultershaw Beam Pump representatives
Mr S. Boakes, Mrs J. Gilhooly, Mr A Henderson, Mr T. Martin.

For this Magazine on tape please contact Mr Thompson.
Society Town Crier

Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. It is suggested
that such personal and business cries be made for a small donation to a charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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Chairman’s Notes

I suppose I have to be mainly concerned this autumn with the second part of the history
of Petworth. *‘From 1660 to the present day’’, which should be available in October.
You will see an order form with the Activities Sheet. Initial indications are encouraging
and there will be a presentation evening in October when I will talk about the book and
show some illustrative material. It has been a large project and in some ways I will be
relieved when it is over. Don't forget the first part is still available at £29.95. The
limited, numbered, (275?) hardback second part will be £50.

Peter

Robert Harris : A Letter

The Orchard, Hole Street,
Ashington RH20 3DE
14 July 2006
Peter Jerrome, Esq
Trowels, Pound Street
Petworth GU28 0DE

Dear Peter

We thought that you might like an update on the Southdown Gallopers restoration,
including a photograph of the partly restored ride (now up and working).

Work done includes replacement of all wood decking, supports and centre turntable.
New swifts have been installed and a new top tilt and night rounding canvas has been
acquired (at a cost of nearly £1800). All other non-fire damaged components have been
refurbished, allowing the ride to be erected in working order. The ride was completed at
11pm on 31* May and was ready for the road by 5am Friday Ist June and left the yard bound
for Hadlow Down. This is the first journey since the fire and the first event with the public
riding. This was most successful and very emotional for the family, friends and supporters.

All this was enabled by gifts of timber, paint and particularly hard work from a host
of well wishers. Of course financial donations, such as yours, were essential to buy specialist
services and yet more timber and fittings. The family could not have survived this setback
without the generous support of The Petworth Society and long standing friends and
supporters of the family.

The next phase of the restoration may take longer to achieve and be more costly than
restoring the basic structure as it will involve a specialist approach from craftsmen on the
carvings and mirrors. (14 mirrors at several hundred pounds each will alone cost some
thousands of pounds. 11 shutters which include mirrors and carving will also need to be
repaired and refurbished.)
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I'could only write and ask. A lady quickly phoned back, Lorna. Yes, in principle we
could have the books, although someone else would have to give formal permission. They
would, however, have to be moved on the night of the final performance, and there were a very
great number. We certainly couldn’t pick them up piecemeal over a period. There had been
some idea of letting people take what they wanted but, given the restrictions on time, this was
impracticable. Lorna would ring again. In the event, I rang. Yes, it looked alright, although
formal permission still needed to be given. Another exchange of calls and we were on our
way. Miles and I in the van, lan in his private car.

A particularly loud and sustained burst of applause. The show’s clearly over. The
audience begin to appear. Up the stairs and into the auditorium. Hardly a quarter of an hour
and the scenery is on the move. But the scenery is shelf upon shelf of books. Lorna had
said there were a lot, but the reality was .... well, reality. Books on high shelves rising
mountainously on either side of a book-filled alcove. Was I beginning to lose my nerve?
A small army ofhelpers are already clearing the shelves, loading the books into supermarket
trolleys to be wheeled from the auditorium, into the lift and out of the theatre. A few are
apparently stage props but otherwise it’s all to go. We've brought potato sacks but not
sufficient to cope with this. I start on the alcove but a sackful doesn’t seem to make much
difference. The alcove is comparatively quiet, but away from the alcove, books are coming
down from the shelves. ‘Book’, ‘polystyrene’ —the latter’s a term for books with cover only
and a polystyrene interior. It’s important to distinguish because the trajectory is quite
different. I suppose the polystyrene ‘books’ will be kept and used again. It seems the
helpers are on some kind of piecework. A mixture of accents, often South African or
Antipodean. They have a few supermarket flats but our stock of sacks is diminishing
rapidly. I haven’tseen Miles and Ian for ages, presumably they’re working the trolleys and
the lift. Once the sacks run out, it’s loose books, and once the van and the car are loaded,
the books will have to be piled on the pavement. It’s still drizzling and the books have to
be moved by nine o’clock Sunday morning. It’s two more vanloads at least. We’re given
a big sheet of plastic to protect the books from the drizzle. The problem is that it’s the
Festival of Speed weekend. If we get caught up in that the nine o’clock deadline will be
impossible....

Home at just about midnight. It’1l have to be a six o’clock start. First unload the van,
then down to Chichester toreload. The traffic’s sparse at this time of the morning but already
building up on the way back. The plastic covering has partly blown away in the night but it
all seems dry enough. Very difficult to cross the Westhampnett roundabout with the traffic
streaming across from the A27. Still another load, Back again. lan’s car is going to be crucial,
but will the pile ever disappear? This time the traffic’s much worse but once past
Westhampnett was basically travelling the other way. No sign of anyone at the Minerva
although a big transporter’s waiting patiently. It’s not quite nine o’clock but the ‘Petworth
boys’ have done what they promised and are away and clear.
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“Marguerite”, staying at Churt, points out to her mother the “priory” at Kirdford.
Clearly by this time the little community had already left.
See ‘“Making connections with Kirdford Priory ™.

























Sadler’s Field

Anyone at all familiar with the Petworth House Archives will immediately recognise one of
those dusty brown heavy duty envelope files used by Henry Whitcomb to record Estate
property matters. They will recognise, too, the familiar typed copy letters, the sometimes
illegible carbon tissue paper and the rest. If you like, the debris of an age that knew not
electronic mail. Very occasionally one of these files surfaces in private hands and far from
its proper fastness. Such files can be deadly dull, they are always functional, but they can also
illumine. Almostinvariably their release will be connected with the sale of former Leconfield land.

A case in point is a bundle of documents concerning Mrs. Ricketts’ tenancy of what is
now Rickett’s Cottage in High Street, structurally integral with 346, the present Cottage
Museum. The earliest document comes from 1887 and the last, effectively from 1931. By
1890 Charles Ricketts witnesses his tenancy of ““All that dwelling house or tenement, stable,
sheds, yard and premises in New Grove Street and a garden allotment near New Grove.”
There is no obvious suggestion that this is a new occupation and the lease may be connected
with Charles Ricketts taking over as sole tenant.

As is the nature of such a source, documentation is spartan. Charles seems to have died
in 1903 and after some initial hesitation his widow determined to carry on her husband’s
business as carrier. No information is offered on this. A fire on the premises in May 1915
required the intervention of the Leconfield Estate fire brigade and the insurers, Commercial
Union, query a bill from Henry Paris, landlord at the Angel Inn, for three quarts of ale, priced
at two shillings, and apparently consumed by the firemen. While the company are prepared
to pay 1/6% or 2/- a man for attendance, they are less happy about the ale. J.B. Watson, Lord
Leconfield’s agent, feels the ale is the men’s responsibility and that a shilling a man is quite
sufficient. The insurers settle for a shilling a man and reimbursing Mr. Paris. On March 25%
1916 Mr. Watson writes to Mrs, Ricketts, “The inspector reports to me that a tap on your
premises is leaking and wasting town water.” He would like this remedied as soon as possible.
In 1919 there is a brief correspondence concerning a wall on the premises knocked over by
a van. It appears that a protective rail supplied in the late Mr. Ricketts’ time had not been put up.

Clearly Mrs. Ricketts found business difficult in the 1920s - perhaps she found the move
from horse to motor difficult. In 1926 Corralls the coal merchants enquire about taking over
the tenancy but Leconfield can only say that Mrs. Ricketts remains the tenant until such time
as she decides to leave. By January 1928 Mrs. Ricketts is thinking of giving up. Her son Eric
is mooted as a possible tenant but Lord Leconfield decides otherwise. Of a number of
applicants C. Whitington, a plumber, gas and hot water fitter, sanitary engineer and decorator,
presently operating from premises in Park Road is successful. The file closes with discussion
and agreement on reparations and Mrs. Ricketts moves to Saddlers Row.

Jonathan Newdick. Salad fields XVIII. Pastel. 600 x 800 mm.
Jonathan Newdick. Salad fields VIII. Pastel. 850x 1350 mm.
Jonathan Newdick. Salad fields XXIV. Black and White chalks. 600 x 800 mm.
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12th May 1915.

- Watson Esq.,
Agent to Lord Leconfield,
Petworth, Bussex.
Dear B8ir,

Acting for the Commercial Union Assurance Company in respect
to a fire at Mr. Rickettis, Petworth, we have received a bill from
yr. Harry Paris, Angel Hotel, Petworth, made out to Lord Leconfield's
Fire Brigade. Such account is for "3 quarte of ale 2/0," and there
is a footnote "6 men also helping with own fire hose.® Will
you kindly say if these men were in your emp:!.:y and if any charge is
made in respect to same. We ask this of you as the mccount appears
to have been sent to Lord Ieconfield's Fire Brigade and the footnote
we mention to have beon added afterwards is in a different writing.

If a charge i1z made for them will you kindly state what you
consider a reasonable fee per man. Wo suggest 1/5 or 2/'-.

We are, Dear Bir,

Yours faithfully,

R

Lord Leconfield’s Fire Brigade refresh themselves at the Angel Hotel after their exertions in
High Street. See Sadler’s Field.

Courtesy of Mrs Marjorie Pottington.
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David and Linda’s Flexham Park Walk.
July 30

Somehow the chairman had contrived to put Sunday July 29" on the Activities Sheet. Were
the Petworth Society now trying to rewrite the calendar? Posters had to be hastily altered. Not
quite Joshua making the sun stand still — more a minor embarrassment. Or should have been
but the Petworth Society simply shrugs off that sort of thing. Anyway, no shortage of
numbers.

Turning off Kingspit Lane into Flexham Park, we leave the cars and set off to our left.
Uphill but with the woodland canopy giving shade. In fact it’s not as hot this afternoon as it
has been. The quiet woods are open to walkers but we meet only a pony and cart negotiating
one ofthe widerrides. Water pepper holds the centre ofthe path as it does everywhere in these
woods. It never seems to mind the shade. You could probably try just a hint of its hot leaf
in a salad but you’d need to be sparing. No obvious sign of woodmen but these are traditional
sweet chestnut woods, probably still worked, the frith or undergrowth tidied and split fencing
and poles taken off. Forty years ago clothes props fetched a penny each but I suppose they’re
a thing of the past now. Piece work, under a tarpaulin cover if necessary. And solitary. You
might not, probably wouldn’t, see a single soul all day.

Further through the woods. An avenue of decaying pines lines the path, the ground
sloping slightly upwards on either side. Perhaps the pines didn’t take to the terrain. A brook
tinkles by, seemingly unaffected by the hot dry summer. Over the Little Bognor road and back
into the woods. The field with the “‘lent lilies’” is on the right. Spring seems a long way off
now, whether you think forward or back. Soon we come upon the two Little Bognor trout
ponds, expected but still surprising. They’re deserted today; but the season ends in fact in
October David says. The recent rains have muddied the water but, spring-fed as they are,
they’re probably as clear as any. A wary look at a hole in the dry earth with wasps pouring
in and out and we’re on the road again. It’s not long before we skirt the stone pits. The sun
on buddleia but there are few butterflies this year. Spring was cold and wet this year. Back
through the woods to the cars. Thanks very much David and Linda.

P
[Incidentally why Flexham? We know very little of the history of this area.] Ed.

List of new members will appear in the next magazine.
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