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BOOK SALES
2nd Saturday in every month

Leconfield Hall, Petworth
10 am—3 pm
Admission Free

September 13th
October 11th
November 8th
December 13th

If you have
books to donate
please ring Peter

on 342562 or CAN YOU HELP?

Has anyone a child's liberty bodice which

Miles on 343227 they could donate to the Marion May
' collection? Please get in touch with Ann
1 . Bradley at Past and Present Shop in High
Or -] uSt (ll Op Strc(et :11'3.;435&;,1 [ e
them in to the
Leconfield Hall
on book sale

Saturday

Peter 21 August 2008




PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET

Autumn programme. Please keep for reference.,

Tuesday September 9th Annual Dinner. [sold out]

Walks: Cars leave Petworth Car Park at 2.15.
Sunday September 14th. Andy's late season walk.

Sunday October 19th. David and Linda's last walk of the season.

Monthly meetings take off with the Allsorts on Tuesday October 7th. Leconfield Hall 7.30.

The Allsorts would like to invite you to step back in time to the Victorian era and join us for "A Little of
What You Fancy"!

For one night they will be presenting an Old Time Music Hall Revue. Lots of fun and frivolity and plenty
of colourful costumes. They would like you to feel free to enter into the spirit of the evening by wearing
Victorian attire.

Tickets are £5 available in advance at the September Book Sale or at the door on the night.

Thursday November 13th 7.30.

Robert Harris : "A Showman's view of Petworth Fair".

Admission £3

The fair will be held as usual in the feast of St Edmund the King on Thursday 20th.

Thursday December 18th
A Petworth Christmas Evening with a distinctly local flavour.

See December Activities Sheet and posters.

Wednesday January 14th

The Garland Memorial Lecture:

Peter Jerrome : "Petworth from 1876 to 1960"

An introduction to the work of Walter Kevis and George Garland.

At this meeting framed photographs of Kevis and Garland will be placed in the rooms named after them
at the Leconfield Hall.

Tuesday November 4th
Peter Jerrome will talk on "Petworth (and Tillington) through the looking-glass." Slides.
In aid of the Tillington appeal.

See local publicity.







LECONFIELD HALL FRIENDS NEWSLETTER

06&07/09/08
08/09/2008
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13/09/2008
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26/09/2008
27/09/2008

01/10/2008
04/10/2008
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14/10/2008
15/10/2008
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21/12/2008

WHAT’S ON

All Day Antiques Collectables. Jewellery
Evening Hall Trustees

Morning Martlet Homes

Evening Hall Friends Party

All Day Petworth Society Book Sale

All Day Rug Sale

All Day Antiques Collectables, Jewellery
Evening Hall Film Show - La Vie en Rose
All Day Mike's Market

Morning Macmillan event

All Day Alpaca Peru

Evening Petworth Masonic Lodge

All Day Antiques Collectables. Jewellery

All Day Antigues Collectables. Jewellery

Evening Private function

Evening Petworth Society

All Day Petworth Society Book Sale

Evening Conservative Association

Morning Martlet Homes

Evening Petworth Horticultural Society

All Day Angel Hands - Healing/spiritualist

All Day Antiques Collectables. Jewellery

All Day Antiques Collectables. Jewellery

Morning NSPCC event

Evening Hall Film Show (we are hoping to show
the new Indiana Jones film)

Evening Wiggonholt Association Concert - Nadia
Gilova piano recital

All Day Antiques Collectables, Jewellery

All Day Antiques Collectables. Jewellery

Evening Eleanor Harris - piano, Sophie Till -
violin

Evening Eleanor Harris - piano, Sophie Till -
violin

Evening Petworth Masonic Lodge

All Day Petworth Society Book Sale

Evening Petworth Masonic Lodge - Race Night

Evening The Vienna Piano Trio—A Hall Fund
Raising concert

Morning Martlet Homes

All Day Mike’s Market

Evening Petworth Society

All Day Antiques Collectables. Jewellery

All Day Antiques Collectables, Jewellery

Evening Petworth Horticultural Society

All day Petworth Fair

Evening Petworth & Graftham Conservative
Association

All Day Chestnut Tree Childrens Hospice
Friends

Evening Hall Film Show (we are hoping to show
The Other Boleyn Girl)

Evening Coultershaw Trust social event

All Day Alpaca Peru

Evening Petworth Masonic Lodge

All day Christmas lights switch on

All Day Event in lower Hall

Morning Martlet Homes

All Day Chichester District Council
Evening Petworth Society

All Day Mike’s Market

All Day Petworth Society Book Sale

All Day Mike’s Market

Evening Petworth Society

All Day Mike’s Market

All Day Antiques Collectables, Jewellery
All Day Antiques Collectables, Jewellery

The Leconfield Hall is a Registered Charity run
on a voluntary basis by a group of trustees
representing the main user organisations and the
people of Petworth. Like many such halls, despite our
popularity with a large and varied group of hirers,
running costs exceed the income and we try to cover
the deficit by organising film shows and with the
Friends Scheme. If you have already given to the
scheme, thank you. If not, and you are able to make a
small annual donation and become a Friend, please
complete the form below. As a thank you, you will
receive a voucher for any Leconfield Hall film show.

L.econfield Hall Friends
Gift Form

Registered Charity No: 305402

Please return to: The Treasurer, ¢/o The Estate
Office, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0DU
01798 342502

Tatlesse = First Name:

Surname:

Address:

Postcode:
Tel No:

Email;

1 would like to make a donation of £
Please make cheque payable to The Leconfield Hall

[ am a UK tax payer and would like the Leconfield Hall to
treat all donations | make from the date of this declaration,
until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations. (This
means that the Hall can recover the tax on your donation -
currently an additional 28p for every pound given. To be
25p after 5th April 2008). 1 note that I should inform the
Treasurer if, subsequently, I do not pay an amount of UK
tax that at least equals the tax recovered from my
donations.  Please delete this paragraph if not applicable.

Signature:

Date:
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Hardly likely to find a home. Rugby Football for Schools — the late 1940s by the look of it.
More likely perhaps “Of Whales and Men ™. A Manual for Confessors ", I don’t know about
thatone. It’s going to be the £1 table and the quality of the fiction that carry us through, Donna
Leon and here’s a battered Penguin Classic Don Quixote. 1950 but the years haven’t been
kind. It’s even more tired than my copy. Well we’ve done something right —it’s the highest
July total in eight years.
Oh, and “Sexual Satisfaction and Happy Marriage”. I'm casually filling someone’s
box and there it is. You just never know, do you?
P

Leconfield Estates Crossword

24 Vegetable grown in
large quantities on Estate
land (7)

25 Kind of saw that 14 ac.
might use (5)

26 Managing and
conserving the Estate’s
wildlife (11)

Down

2 Used to be housed in the
Cow Yard! (3)

3 Amphibian (4)

4 Let pet chase around the
livestock at Stag Farm
(5.6)

5 Felt green and a bit ill
working in the woods
“4-7)

7 Used by 12dn. (3)

W)

\\\\\\\\\\\u\\\\\\.\\,\
IWJ])) }))//”/

\
\

W\
n\\\\\“\\\\

%,
4

¥/

Y% % 4,
W %W ol ’//4///&:

Don Quixote at home reading novels of chivalry.
Wood engraving by Luther Roberts.
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Across

1 The 3™ Earl was hailed
as one of the fathers of this
science of farming (11)

6 Animal vital to farmers
before C20th (5)

8 Enemy of those that

do 26 ac. (7)

11 Sounds like a man is
whirling about in the water
4)

13 A ditch (4)

14 Skilled member of the

Estate’s building dept. (6)
15 Complain about the
fish (4)

17 Wooden crosspicce
attached to draught
animals (4)

18 Land ploughed for
crop production (6)

19 Joined by a crossbeam
@)

21 It surrounds the park
and provides a rich
habitat for wildlife (4)

PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.133

9 Food for 6 ac. (3)

10 The woods in spring
are this (6)

12 Fishy character (6)

13 Good weather for
harvesting (3)

16 Found on foot of e.g.
dog or fox (3)

20 Newt (dialect) (3)

22 Stiff bristle that grows
round cereal or grass seed
3)

23 Entice prey (4)

25 Ram (3)

13




Solution to 132

Across

1 Cornfield, 5 Club, 8 Rifle, 10 Hampers, 11 Idle, 12 Proms, 14 Apse, 18 Gwenda,
20 Red Cross, 22 Jonathan, 23 Morgan, 26 Glee, 27 Third, 28 Draw, 32 Long Man, 35 Green,
36 Stag, 37 Pitchfork

Down

1 Cocking, 2 Rural, 3 Fife, 4 Doh, 5 Camp, 6 Use, 7 Assets, 9 Earl, 13 Meet, 15 Prong,
16 Edits, 17 Actor, 19 Ernie, 21 Nash, 22 Juggle, 24 Newdick, 25 Trug, 29 Rondo,
30 Smug, Mesh, 33 Nut, 34 Nap

The Leconfield Estates Countryside Day

The annual Leconfield Estates Countryside Day for Schools enables children from schools,
not only in the immediate area, but also from relatively urban areas further afield, to see the
countryside from a different “insider” point of view, This year’s selection of local schools
has been joined by children from Bewbush (Crawley) and from Burgess Hill. Weather , I
would imagine, can make a world of difference. This year, liaising with Andrew Thompson,
the Society has been offered the chance to come in after the children have left and sample a
Countryside Day for itself. There is a limitation on numbers but we come in just under the
upper limit. 2.10 in a sunny Sylvia Beaufoy Car Park. Then along the London Road to turn
in left over the cattle grid, two hundred yards before the Flower Bowl garage.

We begin with Neil Humphris, head forester. He has four full-time men for 3,000 acres
of mainly broadleaf high forest. As a rule of thumb there are two men to fell and two to plant
and maintain, with the occasional contractor at busy times. It’s pleasant with a breeze rustling
through the woods. Neil has some demonstrations for us: cleft oak fencing rails is one. Very
sturdy, but with a production rate of only fifty a day, laborious, and an expensive alternative
to sweet chestnut, also produced on the Estate. The slightly acrid, heady smell of fresh cut
timber blends with the smell from a selection of thinly sliced pieces of bole, platters
effectively. Neil explains that the children have taken most of them home for souvenirs but
there are a few left, Cherry, acacia and more predictable woodland trees, each with their own
distinctive smell and ring pattern, itself varying with the particular season. A dry year will
inhibit growth, a wet season the reverse. He takes us through the evolution of the saw, from
the old-fashioned cross-saw to the coming of the internal combustion engine and thence to
ever sleeker, modern varieties of chain saw. Hot work with the cross-saw, hot work still,
working in modern safety gear. Roll bars guide the tree the way it should fall, hammer wedges
help with cleaving and there is the specialised “slick spade” with its sharp pointed blade, ideal
to wriggle roundroots and stones when planting. Behind us are young oaks, originally planted
close together to give straight growth with minimal knotting. Care is mainly periodical

14 PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.133

™
-
T
5
L5
T
L]
3
Q
—
2
X
S
(=]
5
=
£
-
LTS
L]
=
g.
&
RS,
[~
5
g
2
s
=
Y]
=
S
)
=]
g
2
=
=
3
i
(4]
==
=
S
K
=
=
N
-
2
=
3
o
p
=]
£
8
2
g
a
&
A
1~ 1
o
85
=

Q
3
]
h\
=
£
3
]
$
3
%5
3
S
S
b5
Y]
&
=
&
®
3

)
E
>
—

S
o
£
3
A

&g

S
“

-

S
=

T

S

S

g

n

2

=
]
=
3
=

S

3]

b
~
=

S
=

80
=

=

S

)

)
o

)

B

g

g

S
=

8

S
==

S

S
=

v

E

5
=
=

2

w

)

1y

g

S
=

2

8
O

E
5
O
O
]
:;‘.
=
]
3
£
2
A




S
(=%
—
2
=2
-2
g
2
<5]
Y
1}
3
ol
T
g
)
&
=
3]
g
—
v
=
2
5
g
E
=
=
()
=
9
g
E
$
=
P
=
g
=
o=
g
£
=
,
=
g
.';
Y]
3
b
2
=
20
—
L]
2
=
=~

Ly
=
L
=
=
3
£
W
=
£
3
g
-
e
-
§
E
w
g
=
3
3
O

thinning - a mature oak can, at felling, be well over a century old. Timber cut must always
be replaced by timber planted - the golden rule of the woodlands.

Time to move on, a short walk across to the twin “ponds” or lakes, Great and Lower
Spring, familiar enough to Petworth Society walkers over the years. Stag Park has nine trout
lakes and there are four miles of the River Rother away to the south. Mike Rudd maintains
the former, while Andrew Thompson is responsible for the latter. Seven of the lakes are
stocked with rainbow trout and two with brown, while the river fishing offers brown and sea
trout which come up the river to spawn. The rainbow variety can be distinguished by spots
on the tail, not found on the brown. Originally stock ponds for carp, the lakes had become
stagnant or dry, and in many cases afforested. They were restored under the direction of
“Jumbo” Taylor within the last thirty years.! Maintenance of banks and weed control are a
constant requirement, while there is an ongoing programme for deepening the ponds. Recent
summers, warmer than usual, mean that trout appreciate a greater depth of water. The lakes
are managed on a membership basis of some 150, with a choice of half or full rod. Fish can
weigh as little as 1)21bs while a real monster can weigh up to five pounds. The season runs
from April to October. Brian Smart from the Environment Agency is on hand with a
demonstration of casting the fly and there are questions about the eating quality of carp. “Not
unlike cod,” is one judgement. Relations with the Environment Agency are particularly close
and we are shown a curious oblong pad with green plastic blisters which enable elvers
returning to England from the Sargasso Sea to surmount man-made objects that impede them.
Timely, there is concem over declining numbers.

We have to move on. Clearly this is not some superficial public relations exercise. Nor
is it a matter of talking down to the children. There is material to make them think. Back up
the track for Tim Walker to introduce the 1000 acre Leconfield Farm., based mainly on the
Stag Park complex. Some 900 ewes produce Southdown and Hampshire cross lambs for a
mainly local market. Scott Bushby has particular responsibility for the sheep. There too is
the famous herd of Pedigree Sussex cattle, originating in the time of the third Earl of
Egremont, the beef, like the lamb, intended largely for the local market.

Climate change again has to be taken into account: shearing has advanced a fortnight
or so over late years and comes now about the 14" May. Fleece is important commercially,
of course, but shearing is essential for the sheep themselves. A winter coat is not meant for
summer heat. If the fleece is left uncut bluebottles will lay eggs under it. Within 48 hours
maggots will breed and eventually penetrate the skin, attacking the flesh. The sheep will die
of stress.

The shearer has been waiting patiently all this time with his display sheep, his last of
the day, and preparing for a somewhat different audience. Formerly senior master at a
comprehensive school, as he shears he tells us that the art of shearing is something of a new
departure for him. Now he has sheep of his own. And the key to shearing? Calm: animals
will react to tension or unease. It’s a lesson Tim Walker reiterates constantly - animals need

! See the important articles by Jumbo, New Stews for Old, PSM 16 and 17
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Editor’s Postbag

Shirley Rabone sends a postcard of Petworth House by Frith postmarked from Petworth
on the 2" December 1914. Addressed from Petworth House to Miss Francis Plumpton in
Tooting it reads:

Dearest Francis,

This is the place your dad is living in we have footman (sic) with knee breeches and waiters
and servants towait on us in fact we are living like lords it is a beautiful place and [ only wish
you [and? ] Jimniy s Mum were down here. Lord Leconfield must have amint of money to keep
up a place like this there are about 100 footman (sic) coachman and servants besides us and
we are doing all right. From your loving Dad. Kiss Jimmy for me ...

The wages book for 1914 clearly demolishes the 100 footmen as a myth. Mr Plumpton
was not on the House staff. Was he perhaps a batman for an officer quartered at the great
House. It is likely that we shall never know.

P.

Margaret Thimbleby writes:
Dear Peter,

I felt I must write to say how nostalgic the last two Petworth Society Mags have been
for me.

The previous one mentioned Peter Dallyn taking over the Houses’ farm on the side of
the road from Burton Corner to Duncton. I knew all the House family. As a child our milk

was delivered daily by old Mr House from a churn into jugs ....

In my teens [ damaged my wrist and had to go to the Cottage Hospital foran X-ray. Drs.
Ball, Kerr and Druitt were all there making a bet as to what the result would be.

Jeanne Courtauld too. I was an ambulance driver with her fora very short while in 1939.
When [ came up to Lincoln, she gave me a small gift, saying, “You will sadly miss the Sussex
scenery; but go down to the Fens and look up to the sky. There are no skies in Sussex like
those. So whenever [ go into the Fens [ think of her. How right she was. She also gave
permission for a few of us in Duncton to use the Courtauld tennis court.

Judy Ray (née Morrish) writes:
2033 E. 10" Street, Tucson, AZ 85719, USA
30 June, 2008
Dear Peter
The June issue of the magazine sits on my desk. Above, hanging on my wall, is a large
photograph of the same barn, the one at Sparkes Farm. I took the photo in 1979 when I was
visiting “home”, i.e. Great Allfields, and was lucky enough to pass by when the geese were
also passing by. Of course we knew the scene well when we were children, too, my sister and
I often walking by or riding our ponies on the Common.
I just thought you might like to see this image of the barn from the other side.
Sincerely yours,
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Jeremy Hodgkinson writes: 09 July 2008
Dear Peter,
CAST-IRON FIREBACKS

I am writing to request the assistance of your society in a research project I am
undertaking. Cast-iron firebacks were once common items of hearth furniture in England, and
many in the South East were products of the iron industry that once flourished in the Weald.
Although serving a practical purpose, they are also fascinating social documents, telling us
about the people for whom they were cast and the social conditions of the time. Sometimes
it is possible to deduce where they were made as well.

I am compiling a catalogue of English iron fireback types and designs, and from my
work so far it is becoming possible to recognise a number of different series, throu gh
similarities of design, moulding, shape, date and lettering. [ have already assembled a
collection of over 600 images of firebacks in major collections in the region, as well as other
museums and number of houses, both private and open to the public. This task is continu ing.
[ would like the help of your members, through your society’s journal or newsletter, in
identifying good examples of firebacks in private houses in your area whose owners would
be willing to let me record and photograph them.

What I seek to do is to be able to take simple width and height measurements and one
or two photographs using flash. Ifthe fireback is obstructed, by a grate perhaps, [ would hope
that it might be possible to obtain a clear view for the photograph. It will not be necessary to
move the fireback; their weight alone precludes this and many are fixed to the wall. It is my
aim to publish a book, but the potential scale of this project will mean that such an aim will
take some time to bring to fruition. I would, of course, seek specific permission to publish
any photographs I take, and would only reveal the locations of firebacks which are publicly
accessible.

[ very much hope that you and your members will be able to help. In the happy event
that you get a response you can either forward details to me or individuals can contact me. My
details are below, and I shall be delighted to receive sketches or even snapshots to help identify
examples,

Yours sincerely
Jeremy
3, Saxon Road, Worth, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 7SA
Tel: +44/0 1293 886278; Email: JSHodgkinson@hodgers.com

P.S. Aninteresting example was noted at Palfrey Farm in 1939. Do youknow ifitis still there?
JH

Peter Whitcomb sends these photographs of the Whitcomb family. The first appears to
be of Bob Whitcomb at the Wheatsheaf in North Street, the second of family members at
Selsey in the 1930s.
Can anyone confirm that this is Bob Whitcomb or identify any of the people in the
group?
99 Barnett Road, BRIGHTON, BN1 7GJ
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Kathleen Hayes’ article in the last
Magazine was, unfortunately, posthumous.
John Connor however sends these three
snaps, of Kath’s grandfather Sgt. Avent
with her dog, of her dog holding a
newspaper, and a view ofthe church steeple
over Petworth roofs. All appear to be from
the early 1930s.

Getting my hand on the screen

I was born in Northchapel, as my father had been, and, except for a spell in India just after the
last war, I've always lived in the village. My father was one of three brothers, one of whom,
Uncle Edwin, waskilled in the 1914-1918 war. My Dad, the youngest, enlisted, went through
the war as a machine gunner, was mentioned in dispatches, and was wounded in the leg. After
a long time in hospital in the north of England, he came back to Northchapel. Like so many
who had been in the war he didn’t talk about it, except in, later years, to my son, his grandson.
[ still have his medals, but [ always thought he was more pleased with his football medals, he
was one of a fine Northchapel team between the wars.

Old Northchapel school

Dad had been to the old Northchapel school and I've heard that he, and perhaps his
brothers too, worked repairing and even making shoes in the old village “snob” shop. I can
certainly remember him talking of people coming in and paying for their new shoes. Well,
whatever he did in the snob shop, in later life he was always able to repair shoes. He also
had a working knowledge of smithy work. The fact is, I suppose, that in those days before
1914, a boy, leaving school as he did, without a trade, needed to apply himself to whatever
was going.

When he came back from the war Dad went to work for Mr. King at Brookside, as
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Petworth’s Proposed New Car Park causes controversy
At a recent meeting of the Petworth Rural District Council, the Council decided to lay out a
car park for the town, the cost of which is to be £3,050, exclusive of the acquisition of a cottage
(which will have to be demolished) and a yard, both of which provide impediments to the
making of the entry.

The seven roomed house is a perfectly good one, and has been occupied by Mr C. Alder
and his family for the past 15 years. It belongs to the Leconfield Estate Coy, and is by far the
best house in Damer’s Bridge.

Petworth has at present 90 families waiting for Council houses, and since the Council
will be morally, at any rate, obliged to find alternative accomodation for the Alder family, this
long list will be added to.

The Council’s decision is being widely criticised in the town, and a casual walk around
the place in quest of information resulted in my being given the following expressions of
opinion:

Mr Stanley Collins, proprietor of the local cinema: “In view of the present shortage of houses
in the place the demolition of a perfectly good house for such a purpose appears to be
unwarranted at the present time. [ should have thought that alternative car park accomodation
could have been found, for the time being, at any rate”.

Mr Seth Holden, who has been in business as a butcher in the town for the past ten years, said
that he thought the car park in the size proposed was a ridiculous idea, especially as it meant
the demolition of a good seven roomed house. He suggested that part of the large car park
of the Angel Hotel might be used, for the time being at any rate, and when it was pointed out
that the brewers who own the house had turned down a suggestion along such lines, he said
that as local authority appeared to have the right to requisition living accomodations, they
should have the right to requisition a part of the Angel car park if necessary.

Mrs Brydone, a local Parish Councillor, and President of the Petworth Women’s
Institute, shared Mr Collins’ view, and thought that it was quite wrong to think of demolishing
a good seven roomed house for a thing which could surely wait another year.

Mr Fred Knight, a local baker and tavern keeper, said that he thought it was ridiculous
to pull down a perfectly good house for such a purpose at the present time when houses were
so short in the place. “If the Alder family has to be provided with Council house
accomodation, it would mean that the 90 waiting applicants for Council houses will all be put
back one. I should have thought that some sort of alternative car park accomodation could
have been found, for the time being, at any rate”. “Ifone could hear”’, Mr Knight continued,
“that the Council had, or were, taking any immediate steps to build houses in the district one
would not feel so sore about this matter”.

Mr Albert Pellett, a local tobacconist whose family have been tobacconists in the town for
many years, said that he thought the proposed car park could certainly have waited for a time,
especially since it involved the demolition of a good house. Mr Pellett thought that the matter
was important enough to merit the calling of a mass meeting of protest.

MrH.J. Earle, a local tobacconist, said that Petworth had been talking about making a car park
for many years, and since they had waited so long for it, he thought they could certainly wait
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Carved inscriptions on old cell bricks from Petworth gaol, reused to form a wall at the side of
Petworth Magistrates ' court. Photograph by Kim Leslie.




Sheep shearing
Arrival at Stag Park Farm
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In the woods
Brian Smart deomstrates casting




Andy Henderson, Leconfield Hall Chairman, receives a portrait of
Gwenda Morgan from Philip Archer. See Keith's report on the A.G.M.
Photograph by Pearl Godsmark.

Rapley family members at Coultershaw.
See “The Jack Rapley memorial presentation”.

a bit longer. The proposed demolition of a good house at the present time was certainly not
desirable.

An evacuee at Loxwood - and elsewhere!

[ first tried to set out my recollections of life as an evacuee in the area in PSM 101." What
[ wrote then was in essence an appendix to some notes on the Chelsea Day Nursery, removed
to Petworth House as war began in 1939. Further enquiries have enabled me to expand what
[ wrote in 2000, particularly as I have now been able to pinpoint Loxwood as the village where
[ spent some of my time here.

My earliest memory is of my mother putting me on a train at Victoria. I seem to have
fallen rather between two stools; I didn’t come down to Petworth with the initial party from
the Day Nursery, I was already four and well past the toddler stage, on the other hand I was
too youngtobe sentto school orallocated to a particular household. I arrived atthe greathouse
ina bus. Entering by Church Lodge, I went up the long passage, there were no firebacks on
the wall, and then up a big staircase to an upper floor. [ don’t remember sleeping there
although I must have done. Memories of this period, probably a relatively briefone, are very
hazy, just an impression of going out with someone in a jeep-like vehicle. I have some idea
it was something to do with separating out the older stags.

All too soon I was five and it was time to be allocated. It would be 1940. My mother
was a widow, my father having died in 1935. We were a family of three boys, but my two
brothers, older than [, had already been sent to Knutsford in Cheshire. My own connection with
the Chelsea Day Nursery was almost inevitable as we lived only a hundred yards away in Chelsea.

['went to a house in Byworth and would walk into Petworth Boys’ School up Shimmings
Hill, then down North Street. There was agroupofus. “* The lady [ was billeted with at Byworth
had a son who went to school with me. Her husband I never saw, presumably he was away in
the forces. There were other evacuees in Byworth and a mixed group of evacuees and local
children, seven or eight of us perhaps, would walk part of the way together. The names have
gone completely, as has that of the lady I stayed with.” I was almost certainly attending the
North Street Boys” School when it was bombed, but I didn’t really take in the scale of the
tragedy. [only seem to remember a wet day and being in the woods and getting into trouble for
this. [twas a little while before news of the disaster reached Byworth. Ialways think that it was
because of the loss of the school that [ was moved from Byworth - this time to Bury.

* ... I'have very happy memories of my stay there. The elderly couple (or so they
seemed to me) that I was with, looked after the ferry that took people across the river. The
house seemed full of cases containing stuffed animals. | particularly remember one of a fox

! September 2000 pages 31-33
* Passages in inverted commas are taken from my previous article - see Note |
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F.G. Morgan was a practising chemist with, we may suppose, an eye to business.
Photography may have been a passion or it may not have been; either way it was a part of his
livelihood. It was still, to an extent, a specialised art. There was probably little demand for
local scenes which anyone could see for themselves without recourse to a specialist, while
equipment would be unwieldy. Who needed an expensive record when the real thing stood
before them? In a way the Church Lodge “before and after” pictures are the exception that
proves the rule. Here was something that was changing and that change needed recording.
Morgan’s main legacy is a canon of some three dozen quarter-plate prints mounted on
thin card with the Morgan stamp on the reverse side. Originally known largely from copy
negatives brought in either to Kevis or Garland,' these have been supplemented in the years
since 1982 by card-mounted originals although in no great quantity. First is a set of fifteen,
notobviously connected and all unnamed. One bears the date June 20" 1872 while two appear
to be of the Lord Leconfield of the time. If we knew the identity of the sitters they would
probably be familiar from other sources. We don’t. Presentation is fairly predictable; the
Bartons Lane studio would have been relatively small and changes to décor largely cosmetic.
F.G. Morgan does not seem to have continued with photography after Walter Kevis set up his :
Lombard Street studio in 1878 and he may have stopped earlier. He died at Brighton in 1893 -
attheage of 73''. As formal portraits these small quarter-plate cards, sharp as they are, leave ';_ % b
something to be desired. It secmsarcasonab?e_suggestion tl‘mtthf::y were used as visiting cards 7 (a) Unidentified portrait by 7)) “Unéle George Carter”
- clearly there would be no need for the recipient to have identification. E. Bryan, East Street. photograph by J. Hoare.
[fF.G. Morgan is elusive as compared with his prolific successors, three quarter plate
portraits, very much in the Morgan style, preserved in the Older family, raise questions which -
at present appear quite unanswerable. Two bear on the reverse, in black ink and a good hand, '
the legends, “J. Hoare, Photo, Petworth, Sussex. Copies always available.” The other has a
printed stamp, “J. Hoare, Photographer, Farnham, Surrey. Copiesalways available.” Itseems
that J. Hoare was something more than an enthusiastic amateur. This last photograph has a
pencil note: “Uncle George Carter.”
The scene switches to a junkshop somewhere in the United States. I£’s 2008. A small
cache of card-mounted quarter-plate portraits with a Petworth connection is spotted by a
collector and advertised as separate items on the internet. A part of the collection returns to
Petworth, part of it is otherwise dispersed. Sixteen prints are retrieved in all, mounted on card
in the usual way. All are unidentified. A memorial card suggests some relation to the well-
known Amold family, postmasters, musicians and chess enthusiasts extraordinary. One card
is by Walter Kevis, another, marked 1882, has a damaged back. Ten are Morgan portraits and
one is from the enigmatic J. Hoare. The printed logo reappears but this time with Farcham for
Farnham. Farcham is then struck out and replaced with the legend, “Pound House, Petworth,
Sussex.”

7 (¢) The Bartons looking 7(d) A portrait by F.G. Morgan.
toward the Gog fields —

" PTOM page |1: see also main pictures hotoeranh by F.G. Morean:
" Examples in PTOM, pages 20 and 21 photograph by g

' See St. Mary’s Parish Magazine for that year Photographs 7(a) and 7(c) courtesy of Miles Costello. 7(b) courtesy of Alan Older.
See “Petworth’s photographic prehistory .
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The plot thickens with another, apparently standard, portrait of an unidentified young
man. This bears on the reverse the printed legend “E. Bryan, East Street, Petworth.” An order
number space is given but the number is not filled in. Again copies may be had on application.
As with J. Hoare we seem to have at least a semi-professional operation. Kelly's Directory,
resolutely silent on J. Hoare, does offer James Edward Bryan as a harness maker in East Street
in 1855 He continues as a saddleruntil 1878. Photography seems an odd sideline fora saddler.
Perhaps we should think of an enterprising relative who would later move on?

There is some evidence that the junkshop cache contained one or more local scenes, we
can only say that we are fortunate to have what we have. There is however one misty Morgan
scene. Clearly taken from the Bartons Lane studio, it looks down the lane, past the cemetery
gates, toward a misty Gog. Itis a surreal feeling to look on such a familiar scene at a distance

of a hundred and fifty years.
P.

(Original press caption).

With acknowledgement to Alan Older and to Miles Costello for loan of photographs.

Petworth Personalities of the Twentieth
Century, 4) Gwenda Morgan

Some eight years ago | wrote three articles' of a projected quartet on Petworth personalities
ofthe twentieth century. Choice, was, to an extent, arbitrary, a blend of personal predilection
and available material. Another writer, perhaps a differentselection. J.T. Penrose, rector here
from 1906 to 1919 and a familiar presence in these pages, stood out, both because of the
dramatic circumstances of his death and the troubled times in which his cure was exercised.
Violet Lady Leconfield I tried to portray through the reflecting mirror of those who had known
her and some rather sparse documentation. Her uneasy later years I could not, and had no
reason, to disturb. Penrose I could not know as he died in 1926. Lady Leconfield lived on
into the 1950s, but I never knew her. George Garland, my third choice, [ knew well, of course,
and there is no need to labour his significance in a Petworth connection. I did not complete
the quartet.

The Leconfield Hall goes from strength to strength. Those who still demean it ,do, in
the words of the old hymn, “but themselves confound.” At the Society AGM in July I offered
a brief overview of Gwenda Morgan’s life and work and a portrait was unveiled in the upper,
or Gwenda Morgan, hall. It is appropriate that Gwenda should be remembered, for it was her
initial legacy that set the Hall firmly on the road to recovery.

There is an inherent difficulty in such commemoration: Gwenda was modest to a
degree, reticent you could almost say, except that reticence implies a certain gruffness that was

mpton Charity Cup and the Littlehampton and District League

y identification or comment?

"In PSM 99, 100, 101

Photo was taken after the Champions v The Rest match at Wick last Sat. Rest 4 Sutton 1."

This Garland photograph was taken about 1937. Has anyone an
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Cup, both of which they have won this season.
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with the school motto printed on it: “Aim at the best. Be content with no less.” This motto
was quoted with amusement at home when sweets were passed round!.

At the age of eight I left Glengarriff to go away to school.’

Many of Gwenda’s school friends remained at Petworth and they provided a network
of relationships that would continue through life. There are photographs of Gwenda setting
off for the Arundel Camival in the early 1920s and the friends are largely those she had made
initially at the Misses Austins’ school. Folk dancing was an interest she shared with several:
it was a tradition kept vigorously alive in the village of Sutton, a few miles to the south of
Petworth.

Life at the Old Bank House on the west side of the Market Square, effectively facing
Austens across the Square, would appear to have been tranquil enough, but it was a tranquillity
that would be shattered by the tragic death of Gwenda’s brother, Owen, in a motor-cycling
accident on Bury Hill, just a few miles from Petworth. The effect of this on the close-knit
family at the Old Bank House can only be imagined. Itwas not something Gwenda seems to
have talked about in later years.

“The rolling Sussex countryside has been her constant source of inspiration.” The
coming of war in 1939 meant a rapid, robust and intensely practical immersion into the
realities of that very countryside. Gwenda became a Land Girl. She remained at Petworth and
worked very largely on her own with the local farmers. It is hard to think that this came
naturally and her handwritten diary of these years, still extant in four school exercise books,
chronicles her initial struggle to come to terms with the often harsh conditions of farming life.
Itreflects, too, her ultimate success. Portions of the diary have appeared in this Magazine over
the years and [ do not intend to recapitulate the diary here.® I prefer to offer this independent
glimpse of Gwenda at work on a day that Petworth will never and can never forget: the day
ofthe bombing of the North Street Boys’ School. “Jumbo” Taylor was working for Mr. Payne,
the Lombard Street butcher, prior to his being called up for active service."

“As I have said, the Tuesday round had dwindled virtually to nothing with the shortage
of meat, but Mr. Payne had an arrangement with Mr. Webber at Frog Farm to take half-a-dozen
chickens a week. They were a very useful addition to a frugal supply. It was my job to take
my bicycle down to Frog Farm to pick up the chickens and I did this every Tuesday. The
chickens were usually Rhode Island Reds and keptinthe lower field at Frog. Gwenda Morgan
was working at Frog Farm as a Land Girl and together we would put the birds in sacks, three
toasack, for me to bring back to Paynes in the pannier ofmy trade bicycle. The chickens were
definitely a luxury and as such were not only restricted to those who could afford them but
also allocated on arota basis, often the birds were cut in half. Once back at the shop they would
be killed, plucked and hung ready for the weekend.

* The diary was published in its entirety ina magnificent edition by John Randle at the Whittington Press
in 2002. It is profusely illustrated with over thirty of Gwenda’s wood-engravings. With the consent
of the Whittington Press I have incorporated part of my introduction in this article. Miles Costello

reviews the book in PSM112

" PSM 69
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[) Messrs Austen’s entry — one of the floats for the Silver Jubilee procession in 1935.
Made by Gwenda Morgan and John Willis Snr.
2) Gwenda Morgan singling sugar beet at Frog Farm, Petworth : June 12 1940,
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TRUST HOUSE HOTELS LIMITED

PETWORTH

A list of the local antique dealers, as detailed in the British Antiques Yearbook, is given
below with the campiimenrs of -

THE SWAN HOTEL

Boss Antiques, EC. Wednesday. Small shop with a few
Lombard Street. fine pieces of furniture and general antiques.

*C. Denman & Son, Telephone EC. Wednesday. Good selection of antique
East Street. 3197 furniture, mainly ock.

*John G. Morris Limited, Telephone Closed Wednesday. Good stock with 18th
Market Square. 2305 cent. Regency and selected pieces of
Victorian furniture. Decorative pictures
ond occasionally silver and firearms.

John Rowe, Telephone China, porcelain, silver, plate, glass, copper,
Market Square. 2376 clocks, objets d'art and period furniture.

*Ernest Streeter & Daughter, Telephone EC. Wednesday. General stock.
Clock House, Church St., 2239
and Limbard Street.

* Denotes a Member of the British Antique Dealers' Association.

Antiques at Petworth (1968)
Courtesy of Mr Alan Routley
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