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Forest Fete at New Grove. August |913. See "Petworth's other Irish seamstress.”
Clearly "Peggy" Cochrane will have had a hand in making the dresses.
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Mrs Patricia Turland, Mrs Linda Wort.

FRONT COVER designed by Jonathan Newdick.

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS

Mr Henderson, Mr Miles Costello,

Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Stevenson,
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(Graffham), Mr Derek Gourd (Tillington and
Upperton), Mr Poole (Fittleworth),

Mr David Burden (Duncton), Mrs Brerida Earney
(Midhurst/Easebourne)

SOCIETY SCRAPBOOK
Mrs Pearl Godsmark.

SOCIETY TOWN CRIER
Mr Mike Hubbard
Telephone: (0| 798) 343249,

For this magazine on tape please contact
Mr Thompson.

Printed by Bexley Printers Limited, Unit |4,
Hampers Common Industrial Estate, Petworth
Telephone: (01798) 343355,

Published by The Petworth Society which is
registered charity number 26807 |.

The Petworth Society supports The Leconfield

Hall, Petworth Cottage Museum and The
Coultershaw Beam Pump.

WEBSITE
www.petworthsociety.co.uk

Cover illustration; Stopham Regatta 1912, A postcard by White of Littlehampton.

Courtesy Helen Telford.
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Aside from tales of badgers and foxes and local gossip, what makes the ‘Last
Month’ stories so enchanting are the little vignettes of real people living real
uncomplicated lives. These next two scenes, from the July 1933 episode, evoke the
memory of a Sussex that is long gone now, yet need not be forgotten or unsung
even so. Yungalf (i.e. Young Alf) seems to have been a loner who spent most of
his time in the woods and fields, watching the life all around him and who, in early
episodes, Rhoda only ever saw out in the countryside, when he would
mysteriously appear at her side and then lead her off to find some rarely seen
marvel. In this way, vivid little first-hand glimpses of the wonders of nature were
presented, just as they had occurred.

‘In the evening Yungalf appeared, beaming. “I've found fly orchids, one old
butterfly, and some bees in bud.”

‘Without further hesitation we sneaked out by the back door, avoiding the
parlour window and the reproachful eyes of Hartie. We struggled up a chalky hill,
now we wriggled through a hedge and out on to a sheltered down, where fly
orchids grew in abundance. I picked a few before following my guide to a higher
slope where several bee orchids were sufficiently advanced to show the striking
resemblance to the insects. Alf wandered off, returning in a few moments in
triumph with two fragrant slender flowers. “Butterflies,” he said triumphantly, “I
doubted they’'d be over.”

“Inever knew they smelt so sweet,” | commented, sniffing gratefully at the
loose clusters.

“They onie scents come evenings,” said Alf.’

Notice how Rhoda avoided Hartie's reproachful gaze as she left the house. In
another episode, when she comes back late after an evening adventure in the
countryside, she knows Hartie will still be up, anxiously awaiting her return. Such
odd little details as these give hints about what sort of relationship they had, and
how they viewed one another. This next scene, which also features flowers, is set
in a charabanc hired by some of the villagers of Latstone for a trip to the
Aldershot Tattoo.

‘Giles Kenward and his wife, some lads, an elderly woman called Mrs Aspy and
her daughter with a young man, completed the little company. Mrs Aspy nudged
me and jerked her head in the direction of her daughter and her companion.
“They be nearly tokened,” she whispered loudly. “I think he'll do, but I can't tell
till I've tried the midsummer men.”

“What do you mean by that?” [ asked, puzzled.

‘She then told me that when a couple were courting she always took two pieces
of a fleshy plant growing in her garden (probably a sedum) and on Midsummer
night thrust them between the laths of the ceiling. If the lovers were to be
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Miss Cochrane, “Great Aunt Peggy" on the beach at Southsea in September 1913
Miss Cochrane is on the right: her companion is unidentified.
See "Petworth's other Irish seamstress.” Photograph courtesy Mrs Helen Telford

Petworth Society Magazine No.|57 21




Attrill.”

Petworth Society Magazine No.|57 23

PR |

e A
gl

Pt e

I

Seorge

mberir

“Renie

hee

C

(e
WIS,

» late |93

<
Py
o

D

t |93, ¢
Fi

e, Augus

gazine No. 5

MNew ©C

Forest fete at

22 Petworth Society Ma







PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET

Autumn Programme — please keep for reference

WALKS - with Linda and lan.
Cars leave Petworth main car park at 2.15pm.

Sunday 24th August:
A fresh take on Lord’s Piece.

Sunday 21st September:

Gumber Farm walk postponed from July — owing to the heat we walked in the shade of Lavington
Common.

Sunday 19th October:
Monument walk with visit to Osiers Farm.

(Programme may vary with the weather)

Wednesday 10th September
Annual Dinner at Petworth House — with archaeologist Tom Dommett.
A very few places remain. See overleaf.

Excursion — Thursday 18th September
Visit to Watts Gallery — see separate sheet.

Petworth Society Book Sales
Second Saturday - Leconfield Hall - 10am-3pm - Admission FREE

SATURDAY 13™ SEPTEMBER
SATURDAY |1™ OCTOBER
SATURDAY 8™ NOVEMBER
SATURDAY [3™ DECEMBER

Books to donate? Ring: Peter on 01798 342562 or Miles on 01798 343227

MONTHLY MEETINGS
LECONFIELD HALL — £4 — 7.30PM — REFRESHMENTS — RAFFLE
Two this autumn but we are working on a special spring programme — details in the December Magazine.

Wednesday 22nd October:
The annual Garland lecture.
Peter Jerrome: Eleven Sussex Books.

Wednesday 10th December:
David Bramwell: “The No. 9 bus to Utopia.”

PETWORTH FAIR - Thursday 20th November
Punch and Judy. Return of Town Band.




THE PETWORTH SOCIETY
Annual Dinner — 10th September 2014

The Annual Dinner will take place in the Audit Room of Petworth House on Wednesday 10th September. As you
know there will again be considerable archaeological activity in Petworth Park during the summer. The senior
archaeologist Tom Dommett has agreed to return to outline his findings for this second year of excavation. Those
wishing to hear the talk should be at Church Lodge by 6.15pm. Otherwise one glass of wine or elderflower pressé
will be served for everyone at 7.15pm. The meal is timed for 7.45pm.

The total cost will be £21.00, inclusive of gratuities, pre-dinner wine and elderflower pressé, remaining the same as
in 2013.

As on previous occasions wine may be purchased at the meal.
The menu is as follows:

Main Course
Game Pie
Light Summer Chicken Casserole
Minted Lamb Meatballs

Mushroom Stroganoff

* & ¥

Dessert
Meringue Roulade with Fresh Fruit
Blackberry and Apple Crumble

Lemon Posset

* % %

Tea/Coftee

As indicated above, the total cost will be £21.00.

Please complete the form below if you wish to attend the dinner. A maximum of 88 can be accommodated and
acceptances will be on a ‘first come’ basis.

[ should like to attend the Annual Dinner on 10th September 2014.
My/our Main Course selection is A B C

My/our Dessert selection is E F G

|:| (PLEASE ¢) I should like to bring a guest (maximum 1) and enclose £ ............ococciiienn
Cheques made payable to The Petworth Society.

Name(s) (BLOCK LETTERS)

Address

Telephone Number:

Please send this slip and cheque payable to The Petworth Society to:
P. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0DX

No telephone orders, please.

Please ring 342562 to check availability. NO orders taken after Monday 1st September even if places available.
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The Mure sisters with Maud Wyndham (standing left) at Caldwell about [890.
See Daisy's diary |889-1891,

eproduced by courtesy of Lord Epremont
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married, the sprays would intertwine and flourish; if not they would spread apart
and straggle wildly in opposite directions. “I've never knaw it fail,” she said,
nodding her head, “an’ midsummer ‘ull soon be here now.™

A home-bred muse beset with graces
This title comes from a poem quoted at the end of the second episode of ‘Last
Month’ - from To-morrow’s Road by G.M.H. In the December 1932 issue of Sussex
County Magazine, there was an ‘Editorial” which announced, among other things,
that: “The Editor has made arrangements with Miss Rhoda Leigh (the author of
that charming book, Past and Passing) who lives in a Sussex country parish, to
contribute a series of articles on life in a modern Sussex village. In making this
arrangement with Miss Leigh it was the intention of the Editor to supply readers
of the S.C.M. with a record of modern Sussex country life by way of a contrast
with the articles, which appear from time to time, on Sussex of the past.’

Lots of people wrote to the magazine about Rhoda Leigh'’s stories, and it might
be supposed, looking back, that not a few of those letters must have been from
readers wanting to know the actual identity of the village portrayed, or maybe
even claiming they knew. Certainly, just by using Past and Passing and some back
issues of Sussex County Magazine, it would have been fairly easy to establish
exactly who wrote the tales and where they were set. But it didn’t happen like
that, and so almost all of the people who admired her work, and who followed the
monthly stories of Latstone never knew anything about her - let alone her real
name. Her beautiful little book was only published once, and because of its
history, even if you're lucky enough to find a copy it will be costing fifty quid or
more. For a long time now, maybe seventy years or so, it has been regarded as a
sort of cult classic of the flower of Sussex literature.

These next scenarios are not how it was discovered, but show how it could have
been, if someone had followed the clues back then. Firstly, on the dust jacket of
Past and Passing it says that the setting is a secluded hamlet on a hill, near
Pulborough and Arundel; and in Chapter One, that Kirdford church is just to the
north, about three miles away. Anyone from that area who bought the book
would have realized that it was about the little hamlet of Bedham, near Petworth.
However, when it was reviewed in Sussex County Magazine, there was no
indication at all as to where the book was set. Presumably, if S.C.M. or some
Sussex newspaper had said it was about a hamlet three miles south of Kirdford, or
even just near Pulborough, many in the region would have bought it immediately.
Thus it would seem, with hindsight, that none of the villagers of Bedham who
featured in Past and Passing, or in ‘Last Month in Our Village' ever even saw the
book, until well over a year after it came out, and so, almost certainly, that most of
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Does it matter? Old Petworth traders (13).
The New Street International

The International Stores were in New Street before moving to the site of the
present Co-operative at some time in the first decades of the new century. Here
Mrs Ethel Place recalls the old “International”.

“If, as I have read, the Stores in New Street Petworth were opened in 1892, it was
the year before I was born, so I don’t know what sort of building was there
previously, but I often went as a toddler with Mother and later, on my own, for
there was no traffic in the streets then. It was a nice friendly shop, lighted like the
streets by gas, but the householders had to rely on oil and candles. Very few
groceries were packeted so all were weighed. As you entered, on the left was a
long wide counter with one or two chairs for the customer’s use, with big drawers
running under counter at back containing the goods and some on view on shelves.
First were the dried fruits — currants, sultanas, candied peel etc., then the various
sugars. A big pair of brass scales in centre of counter and behind the assistant was
a glass case showing medical things such as pills, cough cures etc. and on a higher
shelf stood big black canisters inscribed in gold paint — CEYLINDO TEA and this
was the part allotted to the weighing of it. Price was 4'%d. a 1/4 lb. Then at back
were rows on rows of big square biscuits tins with the names of contents on them.
The favourite ones are much as they are today, but how different the texture.

Since the electrical mixers came in the biscuits are so light and thin, one finds
many broken ones in the packets, whereas before, they were taken whole from the
tins to be weighed, any broken were later put in a tin and children could buy 1
pennyworth of broken biscuits — very popular. After this were the various goods,
candles, matches and other household things which were of course packeted.”

The full text is in PSM 52 June 1988. See also Peter Dead Drunk (Window Press
2011) pages 41-43. PSM 52 also carries another photograph of the New Street
premises.

Petworth C
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The New Street International about |1900.
The old Red Lion to the left.

Petworth Society Magazine No.|57 43

42 Petworth Society Magazine No.|57










Mother had some ducks’ eggs hatched out by a hen and I remember how amusing
it was to see the ducklings making for the pond while they were still a day or so
old, and their foster mother getting very agitated about it, and looking helpless
when they went into the water and started swimming about. The pond was one

of our favourite places for playing in or around, as in the summer we would fish

on the bank. I remember one day when my older sister had a bite (no doubt I was
annoyed because I never seemed to catch anything or get a bite), so threw a stone
at her fish and frightened it away. She gave me such a thump on the back I had
nose bleed. When the water was frozen over in the winter we would have a lot of
fun sliding on the ice. My older brothers used to take a long run and it fascinated
me to see them slide almost across to the other side. There was a very old and
rotten tree close to the bank which was covered in ivy. It was possible to climb to
the top though, and once there it was an ideal hiding place. The ivy formed a
crown like a large nest and there was a good view to be had.

Sabina Melville — to be continued.

We cannot trace the copyright owner; but will acknowlege when possible.

Ebernoce Horn Fair probably |920s.
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