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Saddler’s Row, Petworth.

Saddlers Row in the early 20th century. Note the railings to the right, the Old Swan buildings had
been demolished in the |890s. In the absence of traffic the street seems alive with children.
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Upperton in the |930s photographed by A pink water lily 'James Brydon' at Petworth

George Garland. The figure is Henry Hookerna  House. See 'Petworth House Gardens', June

favourite Garland character; I6th on page 23. Photograph by Gordon
Stevenson.
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Opposite above.
The display of Sussex cattle in Petworth Park in |976, the land parched and savannah-like in what

would be the driest summer anyone could remember;

Opposite below.
Petworth Matador 9th. He was exported to a breeder in Natal in 1984 for the record price of

15,000 guineas, a record which still stands today.

Below.

Three full sisters aged, left to right, nine, seven and four years. They were the winners of the
Group of Three class at bath the Royal Show and the South of England Show in 1983,

Both photographs were taken in front of Stag Park farmhouse, the centerpiece of the third Earl of

Egremont's model farm which was constructed in | 782,
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The invasion of 1910

The June Book Sale. Peter Jerrome

Discarded library books are familiar incoming Book Sale material. Most are culled
prior to the sale — wear and tear, disfiguring stamps, issue page torn out, content
outdated. It's unusual, I'd hesitate perhaps to say unique, to find a complete issue
sheet like the one illustrated. Davies’s Library, two pence a week, the borrowers
are, of course, anonymous and in the nature of the case must remain so.

The book.' First published in 1906 and reissued in Hurst &> Blackett’s library
edition of William le Queux “The Master of Mystery’ series would be perhaps
somewhat dated in 1933” — might the cars passing daily on the Great North Road
still be numbered in ‘dozens’? But William le Queux was a name to be reckoned
with, and the book far from that prolific author’s only production in 1906.

Strongly backed by the press baron Alfred Harmsworth (Lord Northcliffe),
and rallying to the insistence of Lord Roberts on military retrenchment after
the Boer War, le Queux had been commissioned to write a series of articles in
Northcliffe’s Daily Mail drawing attention to an undefended east coastline. The
fruit of detailed topographical research by le Queux and his advisors, the invasion
of England in novel form would sell in millions, be translated into twenty-seven
languages and make le Queux a wealthy man.

A turgid read today, the book is a combination of detailed study of terrain,
heroism and bloodshed on an apocalyptic scale. England’s makeshift defences are
overrun by the German military machine, but the invaders are finally driven back
by English grit and determination at the cost of un-numbered lives, civilian and
military, and with London and other cities a smoking ruin.

The lesson is hammered home. ‘London — the proud capital of the world, the
“home” of the Englishman — was at last ground beneath the iron heel of Germany!
And all, alas! due to one cause alone — the careless insular apathy of the Englishman
himself!” The book also taps into a widespread febrile unease that a large German
dispersion in the country, were agents of the Kaiser and waiting the word to rise at
their master’s bidding. Might not the ubiquitous itinerant German bands be spies
reporting back to Berlin?

In the light of this, the Mystery of a Motor Car appears a little tame. It is a
convoluted story of international intrigue with a strong anti-German slant. The
plot moves with breathless speed but relies too much on coincidence to be really
convincing. The hero survives a number of adventures which would make even
the later Dick Barton quail — one involving being bitten by a cobra in a locked
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room. As the venom takes hold and his head swims he exits into Fitzroy Street via
an upstairs window, leaving his Teutonic enemies helpless on the other side of the
locked door. William le Queux, it is said, was Queen Alexandra’s favourite novelist.

In “This was a very serious state of things.. .” (PSM 147, March 2012) I draw
attention to another ‘classic’ of the genre: Walter Wood, 7he Enemy In Our Midst,
John Long (1906). The standard treatments are I. F. Clarke, Voices Prophesying War
(19606) and 7he Great War with Germany 1890-1914 (1997).

I William le Queusx, The Mystery of a Motor Car, Hurst & Blackett, c. 1933,
2. The issue dates are from 1933 and 1934,

The front endpaper and issue page of the Hurst & Blackett edition of The Mystery of a Motor Car.

DAVIESS LIBRARY,

5 Ramsden Road, BALHAM, S.W.12.
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red colouring and with the rambler rose Francis E. Lester entwined among the
branches.

Gradually the group re-formed in a leisurely way and made its way towards the
House across the south lawn where we could see Lady Egremont’s 35-year-old

tree planting coming to fruition and the switling drifts of wild flowers, Ox-eye
daisies predominant and at their best in June. The party then had tea under an
arbour on the terrace designed by the architect Adam Richards.

The weather may have given little away, but this could only contrast with
the warmth of our reception from Lord and Lady Egremont and their helpers.

Gardens are to be enjoyed and we were given an afternoon to remember.

Below. Cornus kousa 'John Slocock' with meadow cranesbill (Geranium pratense) underneath.
Opposite. A pergola of white wisteria (W. Sinensis alba). Evergreen columns of Trachelospermum
asiaticumn define the openings. The roundel at the end bears the inscription ‘Fair Quiet have |
found thee here' from Andrew Marvell's 'The Garden' (Miscellaneous Poems, 1681).
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Petworth Heritage open weekend

For the second year running, on the weekend of z1st to 22nd September the
Petworth Society is supporting this nationwide event when hundreds of historic
attractions will be open to the public free of charge. The weekend at Petworth
will be co-ordinated from the Leconfield Hall where information on all the
participating attractions will be available along with refreshments and a slide show
of old photographs of Petworth and the neighbourhood. Petworth House will be
open and regular guided walks will start from there and take in St Mary’s Church
and the town before ending at the Petworth Cottage Museum. Other attractions
include Coultershaw Beam Pump and Burton Mill. On the Saturday Petworth
Town band will be entertaining locals and visitors alike in Golden Square. This
weekend is important in that it brings together several of the local heritage groups
and attractions under one organising umbrella and so illustrating how different
interests can work together to promote the history of the area. For further
information on venues and opening times please see local publicity.

Changing Petworth (4)

Harvesting greens at Frog Farm in May 1936, A scene to contrast with that described in
‘Of cabbages and champion bulls' on page 5. Photograph by George Garland,
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‘Rain Could Not Ruin Effort To Help Church’
From the Midhurst and Petworth Observer, August 195

. . vy
A ~

Phane:
Midhurst 14

B.MHI&SHN

Auectionpers ﬂm
g o Agenta
Auction DMoss:
WEST STREET,
MIDHURST, BUSSEX

Petworth’s Festival of Britain Féte was robbed of most of its lustre by the incessant
rain throughout Monday but it could not be described as anything else but
successful.

Some [z 50 was raised, although the net profit for the Restoration of the Church
Tower Fund is not yet known.

The whole town combined to present the mammoth spectacle in a major effort
to relieve the town of its biggest ‘eyesore’ — the church tower in its present state —
but the hours of hard work in preparation had to go by the board when some of
the later events on the ten-hour programme had to be abandoned.

However some of the colour and pageantry that would have been the features of
the day were seen when the half-mile carnival procession, which was organised by
Miss Westlake and Miss Fox, passed through the town to Petworth Park, which
was the main centre of the day’s events.

Hundreds lined the Market Square as the vehicles began to assemble and the
Festival Queen, 18-year-old photographer’s assistant Miss Stella Speed, and
her attendants, Miss Peggy Cargill (21), clerk, of Angel Street, Petworth, and
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Miss June Vickers (18), hairdresser, of London Road, Petworth, arrived for the
‘crowning’ ceremony.

The Queen, wearing a dress of white net over taffeta, with a pink sash and a
black velvet cloak with a white collar, had a crown of lowers placed on her head
by the Rector of Petworth and Tillington (The Rev. L. H. Yorke). Her ‘throne’
was on a floral decorated lorry, on which she rode at the head of the procession
behind the combined Petworth and Midhutst Town Band.,

While she presided over the day’s festivities, Miss Speed did not know that
her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Speed of High Street, Billingshurst, were
involved in the train crash at Ford the previous day,

Although the couple luckily escaped injury, Stella’s parents thought it best to
keep the incident a secret until the event was over.

The ‘royal’ party sheltered under umbrellas and the attendants had mackintoshes
draped about their shoulders during the ride.

A considerable amount of ingenuity and skill was shown in the carnival exhibits,
especially in the decorated lorries and vans classes. The theme of 1851-1951 was
predominant as shown in Mr. Gordon Gwillim’s first prize entry, the old mill, and
the Youth Club’s beach scene, which was complete with Punch and Judy show as
well as bathing ‘belles’ of both eras.

Petworth Boy Scouts staged an Hawaiian scene with the assistance of Girl
Guides on a horse-drawn cart, while the Boys’ Brigade entered a Heath Robinson
train which travelled through the manpower of their office, Mr. S. C. Chapman.

A topical note was struck by the model of Petworth Church, staged by Messts.
Hooper and Standing and the Festival Garden which was Messrs. B. S. Austin’s|sic]
contribution.

An ancient and decrepit fire engine, shown by the Leconfield Estate Company

and held in check by two bearded firemen and a vintage car from Harwood’s

Garage, raised many laughs.

Also featuring in the prize list were Petworth Darby and Joan Club, whose
members, including 86-year-old Mr. Frederick Carfrae, in black coat and top hat,
and Mrs. King, braved the rain on top of an open lorry.

One of the most attractive entries in the whole procession was Mrs. Jack
Dymer’s ‘Crinoline Lady’, modelled over an ordinary saloon car. Altogether there
were over 30 vehicles, vans and cars, which had been entered, mainly with the
town’s tradesfolk and in addition there were dozens of people, both young and
old, in fancy dresses.

Opposite above. Petworth WiI. Mrs Harvey on the extreme right. Can anyone identify the other
figures? Oposite below. Petworth Town Band brave the elements in Pound Street,
Photographs by George Garland.
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in 1922. However, he died in August 1923, and then Percy, who was living in

Brighton, became the conductor.

Wilfrid and his family moved to West Wittering in the late 1940s, and some of

the articles and stories Lilian wrote for Sussex: County Magazgine in the early 1950s
are accompanied by sketches he did. By the mid-1960s though, she had outlived all

of her brothers — and then early in 1968, Margaret died.

‘Quite a frost this morning, Mrs. Paddick,’ I said.

‘Just a snigeler, mum. But “tis winter-proud, I'd say.’

Mrs Paddick tied her apron. We sat down to stone raisins for mincemeat.
‘Soon you an” me’ll be the only ones left as’ll make our own mincemeat,
mum,’ commented Mrs. Paddick.

Lilian continued writing her conversations with Mrs Paddick for the st Sussex

Gagzette all through her eighties and well into her nineties — and then the two of

them slipped quietly away together, February 15th 1974.

Sussex | slge ce, there is-a note that indicat

This could s st that Lilian did not want a certain pe : |
bl 3.A Lilian R. Ramse as born in nwich in 1913, and her

no other details at time, Lilian F. Rams nd her

East Dulwich, which y close to r_ sreenwich; but the following year the

A report in the s or, October |6th 1948 about
5 t Wittering, notes that it was opened by Wilfrid Ramsey and his \ ind that
he many winners there were Miss L. E Ramsey and (further down the list) Miss L.R. Ramsey.

JIncigence

lled in thenr Ce ns and birth records etc. variously “uttick or Puttock
2n mis-spelled other names as well, were mainly based in north-western Sussex,
ups clustered in and around Petworth, and also in Kirdford, Plaistow, Fernhurst,
1.ANnie herself had at least nine siblings. One of her brothers began using the surname
he was married. He and his family also lived in Rumboldswhyke.

Martha Annie Puttick died in Essex in 1931, aged 84. But something of her spirit will remain forever
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Old Snobby. From a sketch by Wilfrid Ramsey

Two drawings by Wilfred Ramsey from
the Sussex County Magazine which
illustrate articles by L. F Ramsey (Lilian
Ramsey).

The Georgian house accompanied an
article titled ‘The Women's Institute
louse at Chichester', in September
[953.
‘Old Snobby' illustrates a piece titled
'‘Cobbler! Cobbler' from October
1955.

Both drawings are reproduced here at
the same size as they appeared in the
mdgazine

‘Snob’ is listed in The Revd W. D.
Parrish's'A Dictionary of Sussex Dialect
(1875) as a cobbler It is not, however,
exclusively a Sussex word, being
known from Somerset, London and
elsewhere.
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George Lamboll

No. 30 in the continuing series of old Petworth traders. Peter |errome

George Lamboll is one of those figures who inhabit that curious twilight area of

magazine recollection, now dead oral tradition and the bare bones of the census.
Born in Surrey in 1845, he married Tryphena Burningham. In 1996 George Caplin
(PSM 83) remembered Lamboll well as the carrier plying between Petworth and
Guildford. He “was something of a family friend and would bring us back big
blocks of margarine from Guildford. They weren’t easy to come by. He'd go to
Guildford and pick up for us what he could.’ It was the eatly years of the 1914-18
war and food was scarce.

Bill Eade (PSM 32), working for Mrs Tiplady in High Street, would take pigs
to market. Returning home and turning from Saddlers Row into Pound Street,
the candle lights on the trap went out. A policeman stopped him but being asked
by Bill to feel the candle sockets, was satisfied that they had just gone out, allowed
him to continue to the pound where the pony was stabled. ‘Mr Lamboll had what
is now the Pound Garage at that time — he had a horse and cart and worked as
a carrier. He also sold faggots, ‘hook-tips’ and other burning wood and used to
keep some of his stock in a big cellar at the top of Pound Street.” Bill Vincent
seemed to remember Tryphena living at the now demolished South Cottage on
the site of the present toilets in the car park. Writing in the West Sussex Gazette
in 1968 and looking back to the early century, Arch Newman echoed so many
of his generation in lamenting the coming of the motor-car: “Why did Lamboll’s
firewood yard have to become a garage?” Time moves on and the garage on the
Tillington road corner is itself no more than a distant memory.

Opposite.
George Lamboll receives £1 from Miss Blagden for a load of cord wood on October 2nd 897,
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another taken at Rotherbridge shows the footbridge; just a family snap but it is
a reminder of that period when the bridge was transitioning from the old swing
bridge to the modern metal one. Hopefully as time goes on other ‘unknown’
photographs will appear which will further add to our knowledge.

Who knows where the internet will take us, it is after all incredibly fickle,
change seems to happen almost daily and to an even younger generation Facebook
is already hopelessly outdated. For my part I will cling on to this mad merry-go-
round of fake news and discriminate views until interest fades or, as I suspect, the

whole insane thing simply implodes.

A visit to Mottisfont, June 18th

Peter Jerrome

A full coach for the first Society excursion of the season. No surprise there,
No point worrying about the uncertain weather., We're on our way, west from
Peterstield, sporadic patches of scarlet poppies in grey fields on a grey day. King’s
Somborne means we’re almost there. Rain puckers the puddles in the coach park.
Mottisfont, home in the 1930s to Maud and Gilbert Russell. Originally the twelfth
century Augustinian Priory of Holy Trinity. The Russells used it as a weekend
retreat from the whirl of fashionable London for themselves and their guests. The
original priory had a chequered history, ravaged by the Black death, more virulent
in a close community. Revival was slow and then along came Henry VIII.

House first — impossible to take it all in given the time at our disposal. The
study, the 1930s morning room with its unpretentious and untypical Lowry, the
senior housemaid’s room, the lady’s maids room, the servants’ corridor. ‘Climb the
stairs to a different realm but one where rank was still respected.” And the serried
ranks of books in the downstairs rooms. Did anyone even read them? A leisurely
lunch but we’re really here to see the rose garden. Still a hint of drizzle. The new
kitchen garden with its red brick beds, magnificent bronze cos lettuce — bound
perhaps for the restaurant?

Then the magical rose garden itself. The muffled scent hangs on the damp air.
The yellow of Graham Thomas ... a notice says that the older roses are all left to
fruit: they have only the single flowering. A woman leans towards the Graham
Thomas with her camera poised to capture an impression. I’'m not sure that you
can. Even on a rather dismal day like this, memory is the only way to recapture a
magical moment.

Debby and Gordon have done it again.,
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Below.

Clipped yews, foxgloves and, of course,

an abundance of roses, holding raindrops on
their leaves at Mottisfont.

Photograph by lan Godsmark.
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at that time too, and that took up a fair bit of their time. In 1873 no less than 318
farms were affected in West Sussex.

The first uniform consisted of a frock coat and top hat, and this remained until
1872, when the Force started to wear helmets and tunics.

One of the earliest police raids was led by a Worthing superintendent at Findon,
where a crowd had secretly assembled to watch a prize fight. A number of policemen
were injured on this occasion. Then in August 1883 the police of Worthing were
called into action to deal with the historic Salvation Army riots in the town. On
that occasion the Riot Act was read from the steps of the Town Hall, and the 4th
Royal Irish Guards were called over from Brighton to quell the rioters. Records
show that in 186c police were drafted from Chichester to Wittering to protect the
cargo of a French vessel driven ashore there, and in the same year soldiers stationed
in the fort at Climping were causing trouble in the public houses across the Arun.

Capt. Montgomerie died in 1879, and was succeeded at Petworth by Capt.
R. B. Drummond, M.V.C., as Chief Constable. At this time the transport of the
Force here came under survey, and new carts were purchased for £25 each. They
must have been good ones, for one of them lasted for 22 years. Capt, Drummond
remained as Chief Constable until 1912, and when he died he was buried in
Fittleworth churchyard. He was succeeded by Capt. A. S. Williams, M.V.O., who
in course of time was succeeded by the present Chief Constable, Mr R. P. Wilson,
O.B.E. It is a fact, therefore that over this period of 100 years there have been only
four chief constables.

Past officers of note at Petworth were Supt. John Kemmish, who was the last
superintendent in charge of the Parish Constables. He came to Petworth from the
Hampshire Constabulary, where he had served for five years. He retired from
there with the rank of sergeant in 1855, and came to Petworth in charge of the
Parish Constables on July gth 1856. His progress was rapid, for on March sth 1857
he was appointed Superintendent of the newly created Force and also deputy Chief
Constable. When Capt. Montgomerie died in 1879 he was in charge of the force for
four months until the arrival of Capt. Drummond. Supt. ‘Bill’ Read was another
notable officer at Petworth. He came here as constable in 1867, and remained until
his retirement in19o8. He had been made Superintendent on March 16th 1895. He
was the first officer from this force to be sent abroad to bring back a prisoner on
an extradition warrant — and the prisoner had to be fetched from Italy.

Much more could be written about this interesting subject, but time will not

permit. May we, therefore, close by thanking the West Sussex Constabulary for
their long period of faithful service to the people of West Sussex, and wish them

every success in the future.

| It is not known where this article was published, if indeed, it has ever appeared before now.
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